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Miſerable Soul! | $34.9 | g 
wh bu (lng is that Life, and Light, and Love, in 
I every, true Believer, but . in every 7 
faithful Minifter of Chriſt, which engageth them to 
long and labour for your Salvation. Life is com- | 
municative and active; it maketh us ſenſible that 
Faith is not a Phantaſm, nor true Religion a Stage- 
payer: nor our Hopes of Viarnal- ep a 
Dream. And as we deſire nothing more for our- 
ſelves than to have more of the holy Life (which we 
have, alas, in ſo ſmall a meaſure) ſo what is it we 
ſhould more defire for others? With the eye of an 
infallible (tho' too weak) Faith we ſee the heaven 


which you negle&, and the [bleſſed ſouls in glory | 


with Chriſt, whoſe companzons you might be for 
ever: we ſee the multitudes of ſouls in hell, who 
came thither by the ſame way that you are going 
in, who are ſhut out of the glorious preſence of 
God, and are now among thoſe devils that deceived 
them, remembering they had their good things here, 
Luke ' xvi. 25, and how they, ſpent the Day of 
their Viſitation, and how light they ance ſet by 
God; by Chrift, by Heaven, by Mercy, whilſt 
Mercy was an earneſt Solicitor for their hearts; and 
with or Bodily, eyes we fee at the ſame time abun- 
dance of poor finners living about us as if there 
„„ + A 2 were 
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4”. AN EPISTLE TO THE | 


were no God, no Chriſt, no heaven, no hell, no 
judgment, no, nor death to be expected; as if a 
man were but a maſter-beaſt, to rule the reſt, and 
feed upon and periſh with them. And if it were 
your own Caſe, to fee what ſouls do in heaven 
and hell, and at once to ſee how unbelievingly, 


careleſsly, and ſenſeleſsly moſt men live on earth, 
as if there were no ſuch difference in another 


world, would it not ſeem a pitiful fight to you? If 
you had once ſeen the five brethren of Dives on 
earth, eating, drinking, laughing, and merry, 
cloathed, and faring daily with the beſt, and atthe 
lame time ſeen their brother's ſoul in hell, begging 
m vain for alittle eaſe, and wiſhing that one from 
the dead might go warn them, that they came 


not to that place of torment, would it not ſeem 


to. you a pitiful ſight? Would not pity have made 
you think, Is there no way to open theſe gentlemen's 
eyes? No way to acquaint them what is become of 
their brother, and where Lazarus is, and whither they 
them felves are going? No one driveth or forcetl i them 
to hell, and will they go thither of themſelves? And 


is there no way to flop them, or keep them back? Did 


you but ſee yourſelves what we ſee by faith (be- 


lieving 0) and at once behold the ſaints in 


Heaven, the 


oft deſpairing ſouls. in hell, and the 


' ſenſeleſs ſenſual ſinners on earth that yet will 


lay none of this to heart, ſurely it would make you 
wonder at the ſtupidity of mankind. Would;you 
not ſay, O what a deceiver is the devil, that can 


thus lead on ſouls to their own damnation! O what 
a cheat is this tranſitory world, that can make men 


fo forget the world where they. muſt live for ever! 


O what an enemy is this fleſh, that thus draweth 
down men's ſouls from God! 2 what a beſotting 


thing is ſin, that turneth a reaſonable ſoul into 
worſe than a beaſt! What a bedlam is this wicked 
world, when thouſands are ſo buſy labouring to 
undo themſelves and others, and gratifying the 
devil againſt their God and Saviour, Who would 


give them everlaſting bleſſed life! RS 


* a 
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And as we have ſuch a fight as this by faith to 
make us pity you, ſo we have ſo much taſte of the 
goodneſs of God, the {ſweetneſs of his ways, and the 
happineſs of believers, as muſt needs make us wiſh 
that you had but. once tried. the ſame delights. 
They would turn the pleaſures of fin into deteſ- 
tation. God knows, we defire nothing more for 
ourſelves than the perfection and eternity of this 
holineſs and happineſs which we believe and taſte: * 
and ſhould we not deſire the ſame for you? 
And being thus moved with neceſlary pity, we 
aſk of God what he would have us do for your 
ſalvation. And he hath told us in ſcripture, That 
the preaching of his geſel, to acquaint you plainly 
with the truth, and earneſtly and frequently en- 
treat you to. turn from the fleſh and world to God 
by Jeſus Chriſt, is the means with which his grace 
is ready to concur for your. E when obſti- 
nate refiſtance cauſeth the Holy, Spirit to forſake 
the ſinner, and leave him to himſelf to purſue his 
own'eounfels, luſts, and Will. 
In this hope we undertook the ſacred miniſtry, 
and gave up ourſelves to this great and moſt im- 
portant work. In the great Tenſe of our unwor- 
khineſs, but yet in a ſenſe of our ſouls? neceſlity, we 
were not Tuch fools at our firſt ſetting out, as not to 
know eit muſt be a life of labour, ſelf-denial, and 
patience; and the devil will do his worſt to hinder 
us, and have all his inſtruments ready to ſerve him 
againſt our labours, and againſt your ſouls. Chrift 
our captain ſaved by patient conqueſt, and fo 
muſt we ſave ourſelves and you ;, and ſo muſt you 
"Jave yourſelves under Chrift, if ever you be ſaved. 
_ '*Twas' no ſtrange thing to Paul, that bonds and 
afflictions did every where attend him; nor did he 
account His life dear, that he might. finiſh his courſe 
with joy, and the miniſtry committed to him by 
the Lord, Acts xx. 23, 24, It was no ſtrange thing 
to him to be forbidden preaching to the Gentiles, 
that they might be ſaved, by ſuch as were filling up 
WY The, meaſure of therr fins, and were under God's 
| A | | 3 3 utmoſt 
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utmoſt wrath on earth, 1, Theſſ. ii. 16. Devils and 
phariſees, and moſt where they came both high 
and low, were againſt the Apoſtles preaching of 
the Goſpel, and yet they would not ſacrilegiouſſy 
and cruelly break their covenant with Chrilt. and 
perfidiouſly deſert the ſouls of men; even as their 
ord, for the love of ſouls, did call Peter Satan, 
who would have tempted him to ſave his life and 
fleſh, inſtead of making it a ſacrifice for our fins, 
Matt. xvi, 3. 3 5 es 
What think you ſhould make us undertake a 
calling fo contrary to our fleſhly eaſe and in- 
tereſt? Do we not know the way of eaſe and ho- 
'nour, wealth and pleaſure, as well as others? 
And have we not fleſh as well as others? Could 
we not be content that the cup of. reproach, ſcorn, 
flander, poverty, and labours might paſs from us, 
if jt were not for the will of God and your ſal- 
vation? Why ſhould we love to be the loweſt, and 
trodden down by malignant pride, and counted 
as the filth of the world, = the off-ſcouring of 


all things, and reprefented to rulers whom we 
' : honour, as ſchiſmatics, diſobedient, turbulent, 


unruly, by every church-uſurper whom. we refuſe 
to make a god of? Why give we not over this 
preaching of the goſpel at the will of Satan, who 
is for the everlaſting ſuffering Jan fouls, under 
pretence of its making vs ſuffer? Is not all this, that 
vou may be converted and ſaved? If we be herein 
beſide ourfelves, it is for you: could the words of 
the ignorant or proud have perſuaded us, that 
either your Wants or dangers are ſo inconſiderable 
(or your other ſupplies and helps ſufficient) that 
our labours had been unneceſſary to you, God 


 *knoweth, we ſhould readily have obeyed the 


- felencing ſorts of paſtors, and have betaken us to 
8 ng Jo ct Pare our ſervice had been mare 
neceſſary. Let ſhame be the hypoerite's reward, 
who takes not the ſaving of ſouls and pleaſing of 
God for a ſufficient reward, without eccleſiaſtical 
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I have told you our motives, I have told you our 
bufineſs, and the terms of our undertaking, It is 
God and you finners that next muſt tell us what 
our entertainment and ſucceſs ſhall be: ſhall it ſtill 
be neglect and unthankful contempt, and turnin 
away your ears and hearts, and ſaying,” We have 
ſomewhat elſe to mind? Will you ſtill be cheated 
by this deceitful world, and {pend all your days 
in pampering your guts, and providing for the 
Aeſh, that muſt be rotting ſhortly in a grave? Was 
you made for no better uſe than this? May not 
we bring you to ſome ſober thoughts of your con- 
dition? Not one hour ſeriouſly to think whither 
you are going? What! not one awakened look 
into the world where you muſt be for ever? Not 
one heart-piercing thought of everlaſting glory! 
Not one heart-piercing thought of your Saviour's 
love! Not one tear forall your ſinful lives! O! God 
forbid: let not our labours be fo defpiſed: let not 
your God, your Saviour, and your ſouls be ſo light 
ſet by: O let there be no more profane perſons 
among you, like Eſau, who for one morſel ſola his 
burth-right, _ EN : JS 048 2 . 
Poor ſinners! we talk not to you as on a ſtage, 
in cuſtomary words, and as if talking was our 
trade: we are in as good earneſt with you as if we 
ſaw you murdering yourſelves, and are perſuading 
you to [ſave yourſelves. Can any man, be in 
jeſt with you, who believeth God, who by faith 
foreſeeth whither you are going, and what you 
loſe, and where the game of fin will end? Tis 
little better to jeſt with you now in a pulpit, or in 
private, than to ſtand jeſting over your departing 
fouls, when at death you are breathing out your 
Jay niet td lon . m no FO8 
Alas! with ſhame and grief we confeſs, we 
never ſpeak to you of theſe things, as their truth 
and weight deſerve, nor with the {kill and wiſdom, 
the affetion and fervency that beſeemeth men 
engaging in the. ſaving of ſouls; but yet you may 
perceive that we are in earneſt with you (for. God 
3 E-SOP ; is 
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is ſa.) What elſe do we ſtudy for, labour for, 
ſuffer for, live for? Why elſe do we ſo much 
trouble ourſelves, and trouble you, with this ado; 
and anger them that would have made us ſtlent? 
For my own part, I will make my free confeſſion. 
to you. to my ſhame, That I never grew cold, and 
dull, and pitileſs to the ſouls of others, till J farſt 
grew too cold and careleſs of my own-(unleſs. when 


_ weaknels or ſpeculative ſtudies; cool me, which 1 


muſt confeſs they often do.) We never ceaſe pitying 
you, till we are growing too like you, and oft Re 
need of pity ourſelves. „ ũ 7òð́LZ;.e 
When, through the mercy of my Lord, the proſ- 
pe& of the world of ſouls, which I am going to, 
Bath any powerful operation on myſelf, O! then I 
could ſpend and be ſpent for others. No words 
are too earneſt, no ate too great, no coſt too 
dear; the frowns and Wrath of malignant oppoſers 
of the preaching of Chriſt's goſpel are nothing to 
me: but when the world of ſpirits diſappears, or 
my. ſoul is clouded, and receiveth not the vital il- 
luminating influences of heaven, 7 grow: cold, firſt 
to myſelf, and then to others. i 
Come then, poor ſinners, and help us, who are 
willing at any time to help you. As we firſt crave 
God's help, ſo we next crave yours: help us, for 
we cannot ſerve you againſt your wills, nor; ſave 
you without your conſent. and help. God thimfelf 
will not ſave you without you, and how ſhall we? 
we know that the devil is again ft us, and will do 
his utmoſt to hinder us, and fo will all his miniſters, 
by what names or titles ſoever dignified or diſtin- 
guiſhed? Hut all this is nothing, if you will but 
take our parts: I mean, if you will take Chriſt's 
part, and your own, and will not be againſt ybur- 
Jelves. | Men and devils cannot either help or 
hinder us in ſaving you, as you may do yourſelves'; 
if God and you be for us, who ſhall be againſt us. 
And wall you help ug? Give over ſtriving againſt 
God: and + conſcience, give over fighting againft 


{Chriſt and his Spirit; take part no more with-'the 


world 
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UNCONVERTED READER, „ 


world and fleſh, which in your . you re- 


nounced ; ſet your hearts to the meſſage which we 
bring; allow it your manlike ſober thought; ſearch 
the ſcriptures, and ſee whether the things we ſpeak 
of beſo or no. We offer you nothing but what 
we have reſolvedly choſen ourſelves, and that after 


the molt ſerious deliberation we can make. We 


have many times looked round about us, to know 
what is the happineſs of man: and had we found 
better for ourſelves, we had offered better to you. 
If this world would have ſerved our turns, it would 
have ſerved yours alſo, and we would not have 
troubled you with the talk of another world; but 
it will not, I am ſure it will not ſerve your turns to 
make you happy, nor ſhall you long make that 
ſelf deceiving ſhift with it as now ye do. yy 

But if you will not think of theſe things, if you 
will not uſe the reaſon of men, alas! what can we 


do to ſave your ſouls? O pity them, Lord, that they 


may pity themſelves; have mercy on them, that 
they may have ſome "mercy on themſelves; help 
them, that they help themſelves and us. If you 
ſtill refaſe, will not your loſs be more than ours? 
If we. loſe our labour, (which to ourſelves we ſhall. 
not) if -we-loſe our hopes of your ſalvation, 'what 
is this to your everlaſting loſs of ſalvation itfelf? _ 
And what are our ſufferings for your ſake, in com- 


pariſon of your endleſs ſufferings? - 


But Ol this is it that breaketh our hearts, that 
we leave you under more guilt than we found you; 


and when we have laid out life and labour to ſave 
you, the impenitent fouls muſt have their pains en- 


creaſed,for refuſing theſe calls; and that it will be 
Part of your hell, to think for ever how madly you 
refuſed our counſel, and what pains, coſt, and pa- 
tience were uſed to have ſaved you, and all in vain. 
It will be ſo, it muſt needs be ſo. Chriſt ſaith, It 
{hall be eaſier for Sodom and Gomorrahi in the day 
of judgment than for the rejecters of his goſpel- 
calls, The nature of the thing, and the nature of 
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10 AN EPISTLE TO THE 
O turn not our complaints to God againſt you! 
turn us not from beſeeching you to be reconciled 
to God, to tell him you will not be reconciled; 
force us not to ſay, that we earneſtly invited you 
to the heavenly feaſt, and you would, not come; 
force us not to bear this witneſs againſt you, Lord, 
We could have born all our labour and: ſufferings 
for them much eaſier, if they would but have 
yielded to thy grace. But it was they themſelves 
| that broke our hearts, that loſt our labour, that 
made us to preach and entreat in vain; it was 
eaſter to preach. without maintenance than without 
fucceſs. It Was they that were worſe to us than 
all the perſecutors in the world. How oft would 
wehave gathered them, but they would not, but are 
ungathered ſtill?“ How many holy, faithful mini- 
ſters have I known, theſe eleven years laſt paſt, who 
have lived in pining poverty and want, and hardly 
by charity got bread and cloathing, and yet if they 
could but have truly ſaid, Lord, the ſermons which 1 
preach privately, and in danger, have won many ſouls 
do thee, it would have made their burden eaſy. 
But I tell thee, ſenſeleſs and impenitent ſimner, 
thou that deniedſt God in thy heart, and thou that 
deniedſt them thy converſion, which was the end 
of all their labours, haſt dealt much more cruelly 
with them than they that denied the Levites bread. 
Poor ſinners! I know that I am ſpeaking all this 
to thoſe that are dead in fin, but tis a deathi confeſting 
with a natural hfe, which hath 1 of bi- 
ritual life or elſe I would no more ſpeak to you 
than to a ſtone. And I know that you. are lind to 
en ; but tis a blindneſs conſiſting with a reaſonable 
Faculty, which is capable of ſpiritual illumination 
or elſe I would no more perſuade you than I do a 
beaſt. And I know that you are in the fetters of 
your own luſts ; your wills, your love, your hearts are 
turned away'fromGod,and ſtrongly bewitched with 
the dreams and dalliances with fleſh and world; 
but your wills are not forced to this captivity. 
Surely theſe wills may be changed by God's grace, 


when 
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when you clearly ſee ſufficient reaſon to change 
them; elſe I would as ſoon preach (were I capable) 
to devils and damned fouls. Your caſe. is not yet 
deſperate, O make it not deſperate, There is juſt 
the ſame hope of your ſalvation as there is of your 


converf.on and perſeverance, and no more. Without 


it there ibn hope. . And with it you are ſafe, and 
have no cauſe to doubt and fear. Heaven may yet 
be yours, if you; will. Nothing but your own wills, 
refuſing Chriſt and a holy life, can keep you out. 
And ſhalt thou do it? Shall vel be your own choice? 
And vill you ſay, you will not be ſaved? 12 85 
O think better what you do! God's terms are 
reaſonable, his words and ways are good and equal, 
Chriſtis yoke is eaſy, and his burden hight, and his 


commands are not grievous to any, but ſo far as 


blindneſs and 4 bad and backward heart makes 
them ſo. ' You have no true reaſon to ber unwilling; 
God and Conſcience ſhall one day tell 'you and all 
the world, that you have no reaſon or it. You may 
as wiſely pretend reaſon to cut your throats, to 
torment yourſelves, as plead reaſon againſt a true 
converſion unto God. Were I perſuading you not to 
kill yourſelves, I would make no queſtion but you 
would:be perſuaded'; and mal I be hopeleſs, 
when I perſuade you from everlaſting miſery, and 
not to prefer the world and fleſh before your Saviour, 
and your God; and before aſure everlaſting joy? God 
Rede take it for a great mercy of God, that 
before my head lies down in the duſt, and I go to 
give up my account unto my Judge, I have this 
oppartunity once more earneſtly to beſpeak thee for 
y- own ſalvation. I beg it of thee, as one that 
muſt ſhortly be called away and ſpeak to thee no 
more till We come unto our endleſs ſtate, that thou 
wouldeſt but ſometimes retire into thyſelf, and uſe 
the: reaſon of a man, and lool before thee whither 
thou art going, and look behind thee how thou haſt 
lived, and what thou haſt been doing in the world 
till now; and look within thee, what a caſe thy ſoul 
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12 AN EPISTLE TO. THE 


is in, and whether it be fit to enter upon eternity; 
and {ook above thee, what a heaven of glory thou 


doſt neglect, and conſider thou haſt God to be 
thine everlaſting Friend or Enemy, as thou chuſeſt, 


and as thou liveſt, and thou art always in his 
fight? Vea, and: look below thee, and think where 


they are that died unconverted. . And when thou 


haſt ſoberly thought of all theſe things, then do 
is this an unreaſonable requeſt? I appeal to God, 


and to all wiſe men, and to thy own conſcience, 


when it ſhall be awakened, if I ſpeak againſt thee, 


or if all this be not for thy good ; or if it be not true 


and ſure, then regard not what I ſay: if I ſpeak not 
that meſſage which God hath © commanded his 
miniſters to ſpeak, then let it be refuſed as con- 


temptuouſly as thou wilt. But if I do but in 
Chriſt's name and ſtead beſeech thee to be recon- 


ciled to God, 2 Cor. v. 20, refuſe it at thy peril, 


as God and true reaſon ſhall direct thee. And 


And if God's beſeeching thee ſhall not prevail 


againſt thy ſloth, luſt, thy appetite, againſt the 


deſires of the fleſh, againſt-the duſt and ſhadows 


of the world, remember it when with fruitleſs 
cries and horror thou art beſeeching him too late. 
I know, poor ſinner, that fleſh is brutiſh;. and 
luſt and appetite have no reaſon; but I know: 
thou haſt reaſon thyſelf, which was given thee to 
over-rule them, and that he that will not be a man 
cannot be a ſaint, nor a happy man, 
liveſt in a tempting and wicked world, where 


but I know that this is-no more to a man that by 


of ſand is to a kingdom, or a blaſt of wind to one 


that is fighting or flying for his life. O man! that 


thou didſt but know the difference between that 


- which the devil and ſin will give thee, if thou wilt 
ſell thy ſoul and heaven, and that which God 


hath promiſed and ſworn to give thee, if thou wilt 
heartily give up thyſelf to him! I know thou 
mayeſt poſſibly fall into company, (at leaſt among 


I know thou 


. ſome 


r and perſons will be daily hindering thee; 


faith ſees heaven and hell be fore him, than a gtain 5 


- 
4 ; 7 * 6 * * * 4 
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"Pp may be they will tell- you, that this. talk of 


or Fanatic opinion that men muſt die? And, what 
all the pomp, wealth, and pleaſure of the world 
will ſignify to a departing ſoul? Aſk them whether 
they will live on earth for ever, and their merry 
hours and lordly looks will have no end? And 
whether it be but the conceit of hypocrites and 
ſchiſmatics, that their carcaſs muſt be rotting in a 
6ʒit. A TT ng 


| Q 1. I pray aſk them, *whether it be a Puritan 
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mortal foul, and a 


ended! Luke Kii, 4, 5. 


. 2 
** "3, 


56 pofting day” und nicht 


o A 7 * 2 * — oF > * 2 
. ,] SER” Ne 
' 4 
/ 


o 


. Q. 2. Atk them, whether men, haye not an in- 
7 onger life to live when this is 


o 


S £3. 3&. $7 eue t F I ee Ho WE | 
Q. 3: Alk them, whether, reaſgn requires not 


every man to think more ſeriouſly Sf the place, or 
ſtate where he mult be for ever, than of that where 


e and from whence he 
e +; RS > +9 Ed, : 
And whethier it be, not 

wiſer. to lay up our treaſure where we. mult tay, - 


he mult be for a little whil 


than where we mult not ſtay, but daily look to b 


called away, and never more to be ſeen on earth 


£ 


Q. 4. Alk them, whether God ſhould not be 


loved with all your heart, and foul, and might? 
Matt. xxii. 37: and, Whether it be not the mark 
of an ungodly miſcreant, to be a lover of ;pleaſure 


' * 


e , , ß aA 0) 12 fi 
more than God, 2 Tim, 111. 4, and a lover of this 


3 3 (#467 C7 : N B „ : "of 2 230; 
world above him? 1 John ii. 15. and, whether we 


. mult not ſeek | firſt God's kingdom and his righteouj- 


neſs, Matt. vi. 33. and labour moſt for the meat that 


"never perifheth, John vi. 27. and ſtrive to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate, 


Luke 


to Hake our calling a 


iii. 24, and give all diligence 
0 Mare 01 nd election ſure, 2 Pet. 1, 10? 
as. 96 Alk them, whether without holineſs any 
waftcce Goa?) Heb, Lil. 14. Matt, v. 8. Titus it. 14. 
and, whether the carnal mind is not enmity to Gil, 
'and to be carnally minded is not death, and to be 
ſpiritually minded is not bfe and peace? and whether 
if you live after the flejh, you ſhall, not die and be con- 
demned; and' whether they fhall not live and be 
ſaved that walk after the Spirit? and; whether, any 
man be Chriſt's that hath not the Spirit? Rom. 
2. 6. Ask them, whether any ga hath zreafure 
in heaven, whole heart is not there? Matt, vi, 21. 
And, Whether this be not the difference between 
the wicked and the godly, that the firſt make their 
bellies their god, and mind earthly things, and are 
enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, (though perhaps not in 


name) and the latter have therr' converſation in 


 heapen, and being riſen with Chriſt, do ſet their 
OS 2 ES. ” |  affechzons 
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afeftions bn things above, und not on things fab} are 
on the earth, to which they” are as dead, and their 


life is hid (or out of ' ſight) with Chriſt in God. till. 


Chrift Mall appear, and then they jhall appear (even 
9 — 5 to e erde) with 2 in ih " Fu 
lit, 18, 19, 20. Coll iii. 1; 2, 3, 4. | by 
7. Aſk them, "whether it be eredibie 8 
Mit e to God's word or. working, that he that 
will not give, the fruits of the carth without their 
labour, nor feed and cloath them withoiit! them“ 
felves, will yet bring them to heaven without any 
care, deſire or labour of their own,” when he hath 
bid them not care for the one, and called for the 
greateſt diligence in che other ? Matt. vi. Fr, Kc. 
ea; aſk them, Whether theſe be not the two: firſt 
articles in all faith and religion; 1; That e 25% 
2. That e e the rewatder of them.” that di ently 


2. 8. Afk them, open alk your eyel our — 
your daily experience in the world, whether all or 
moſt that call themſelves chriſtians do in good ear- 
neſt tkus live to God in the Spirit, and mortify the 


fleſh, with. its affeftions and luſts, and ſeek firſt God's 


kingdom and righteous meſs, love him above'all, and 
lay up treaſure and: Heart in heaven; 'or rather, 
whether moſt he not lovers of the world, and lovers 
of 0. 20 ſurt more than God, and live not after the 
and mind not moſt che things of the fleſh? I 
mention not now the drunkards, the fleſh-pleafin 
ne that live in pride, Fulnefs, and ber, 
rt and pl play away their precious time ;' nor 
0 Ap thy fornicator, nor the mereilefs o preflor, 
nor the malignant hater of a godly! ſe, or the 
perjured betrayers of men's folls the goſp — 
or of their country's good, nor Weh ode Wenk 
ſeared conſciences, w oſe miſery none aber 
but ſuch as are blind. and miſerable; it is notthofe 


only I am ſpeaking of, but the pms] workdly, 


__ mo ha 8 ones. 8 
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— Aſk. them, Whether the name 11 a chriſtian 
will fave any of theſe ungodly ones? And, whether 
God will like men the better for, lying and calling 
themſelves chriſtians, when indeed they are none ? 
And, Whether they dare preach to the. people, 
that a chriſtian-drunkard, or chriſtian-fornicator, 
or oppreſſor, or a chriſtian-worldlings MIT no 
converjuon 5 RD 
l them, Whether they * not — 
| ſelves that hypocriſy. is a great aggravation to all _ 

other fin? And whether. Cod d hath not made the 
hypocrites and unbelievers. to be ſtandards in hell? 
Matt. xxiv. 31. And, whether ſeek ing to abuſe God 
by a mock religion doth make ſuch falſe chriſtians 
better than the poor heatheys and infidels, or much 
-orſe * And whether he be nqt an kypocrite, that 
profeſſeth to be a chriſtian and a. ſervant. of God, 
When he is none, not will be? And, whether he 
that Anoweth his. maſter's will, and Jah it not; ſhall 
not have che fore ſtripes or. puniſhment Fe Luke 
$155 42545 

. Aſk them, whether: in their baptiſm. 
(* nen IY their carl! N e AS. A cbvagant) bg) did 
not. renounce the ,/eſe, t world, aud the devil,” 
and yow and deliver up N e God their 
Father, their Saviour, and ew SanRtifier?.. And, 
whether all or moſt men perform this yaw ?. And 
whether A perjured ee oy againſt God 
is fitter for falvation than one that never Wal 
baptized? . 70 

2. 12. Ak them, . the js ly Nature of 
God be not io contrary: to fin, . as that it is |blafy 
phemy to ſay that he will bring, to xc and 
into the boſom of his eternal de ights, an en 

and unrenewed- foul ?.. 2 Peter i. 18, 46. 4 

| 125 13. Aſk them, why it was that Chriſt cavie info 
the world, whether it was not to ſave his people 
bros their Gns, (Matt. i, 21.) and to. deſtroy the 
works of the devil, (1 John iii. 8,) and to- purify! ta 
10 a N People, zealous 1 good works, 0 itus) 


ii. 14; 


* 


8485 47955 y, ik hypo critical 2 
be. ſaved 
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ii. 14,) and to bring home ſtraying ſouls to God, 
(Luke xv.) and to be the way to the Father? John 
xiv. 6. And, whether Chriſt will. ſave that ſoul 
a is not converted by him, and cleanſed from his 
Or whether it be the dead image only of a 


2 Jeſus that is all their Saviour, while Hoy. 
| yy. have no more of him? _ © 


Aſk them why they believe, and were 


rated" into, the Holy Ghoſt ? And, whether ai man 
| Can enter into the kingdom of Heaven, that is not 
born of the Spirit as well as of water P. John lit. 3, 


5, 6, and that. is not converted, and begins not the 


; world 3 it were anew, in a teachable, traftable news 


neſs of life like a little child? Matt, xviii. 3: - And 
whether it be not a certain truth, that if any man 
have not the Spirit of God, he is none of his. Rom. 
viii. 9 
15s. Aſk. them why Chriſt ve the world 'D 
Dy warnin 8 .of the e the Pha- 
riſti ns may 
nd, pee (1 were, " thele 55 hari 75500 
ey 85 the maſters of the Fong chun art the 
rabbis that muſt have high places, 4204 tythes, 
ceremonies, and formal ee and muſt be re- 
verenced of all: that gave God lip- -ſervice without 


| the heart, and. made 5 775 e 37 wor- 


? 
ipped him in vain, for doctrine the com- 
J az men, and a Rt 29 tythed mint and 
cummin, w ile love, mercy a an Juſtice Wit paſſed 


by 15 Who 72 ped. God with abundance, of cere- 


MONIES, and wilt ti Crows 4 rniſted the ſebulchres 
of he Laine, While | th e e 
oſe that did imitate pot and hated the living 


Saints, but bono red the dead: they were the 
bittereſt | 4 8 00 and 1 of Chriſt, o 

f Ae th rat, 1050 8 2 bla fphemer,. and a ſeditious 
enemy 


1 5 that ſp gke 5 


f and the 5 9 beace, and one 
: 1 0 the temple : they \ WETE the greateſt 
nd | flencers 91 thoſe that 
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that led upon his name. And ad theſe no 
need of Converfion, becauſe they could ſay, God is 


our Father, (when. the devil was their Father, 


19 4 viii. 44.) and that they were Abraham's 5 
eed? And ate not hypocritical chriſtians, drunken 
chriftians, fornicating c riftians, carnal, worldly in- 
Adel chriſtians (the contradiftion is your own) ber- 
1 chriftians, falſe- named, hy e chriſttans,. 
as bad, yea, worſe, as they abuſe a more excellent 
profeſſion? Matt, xv. 7, 8, & . 


ire holineſs in all that poſſeſs it? Can an 
unholy foul there ſee, and 7. and praiſe, and 


delight in God for ever, and in the holy ſociety 
and Venlo neut of the ſaints? Is he not more 


like a mahometan than a chriſtian, that looketh for 


a ſenſual and unholy heaven : a 
Q. 17. What is the difference between the 


church and the world? Is not the church a holy 
ſociety of regenerate ſouls? Vea, the church vi- 
fble is POOR thoſe that in baptiſm vow. holineſs, 
and rofbls I it. Look Uh hypocrites in the Ts 
and fee whether they do not bluſh when they re- 

beat in the creed, I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, I be- 

eve in the Holy Catholic Church, and the Communion 


of Saints, who ſhall have the Forg ivene e of ſins, 


and life everlaſting. Alk them, Whether they mean 


ert LA holy worldlings, holy pefjured 


erſons ? Aﬀ them whether they mean a commu- 
nion of ſaints in a tavern, in, a play-houſe, in a 
e houſe, in a Whore-houſe, or aj efting canting 
Re K . communion? If the church be 
vou will be of the chürch * 1 
fwine; and mak 


not ſaints nd their communion 


feem Sdious, either for their e 155 "their 
crolſneſs to your cat bal intereſts or CO 


Q. 16. Doth not the Ho r af heaven re- 


be holy, bs be 
it be a come, 
pd 'of Toons, make it pot a communion of 
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„ heaven, and another to hell, to ſo vaſt, ſo amazing 
I a difference of ſtates, if there he no great difference 
8 between them here? If holineſs no more differ- 
5 enced chriſlians from others, than ſaying a ſermon, 
1 or ſaying over a prayer, doth difference one from 
- an infidel, where were the juſtice of God in ſavin 
- ſome, and damning others? And what were chrifſ- 
be tianity better than the religion of Antonine, Plato, 
CE Socrates, Seneca, Cicero, Plutarch, and others, if not 

i much worſe? "Go into London-ftreets, and when 
- you have 8 ly living prudent men, then go 
1 to the painter's ſhop, and ſee a comely picture: and 
1 to the 2 875 glaſs and ſee the appearance of each 
3 paſſenger in a glaſs; and to the perriwig-ſho 5 
8 and ſee a wooden head with a perriwig upon t 
r block, and you have ſomething like the en 

of a holy ſoul, and of a dead and r h formal 

e hy ocrite. 2 ee ee 
7 79. Aſk them, ee gs d all: men 
— make not a difference between man and man; the 

5 loyal and perfidious, the obgdient and diſobedient ? 
A and, whether they difference not themſelves be- 
- tween a friend and a foe, one that loveth them, and ns 
— one that robbeth, hateth, or would kill them? And -_ 
n ſhall not the moſt Holy God make more difference | 
% between the righteous and the wicked? | 
n 2. 20. But if they are dead in every point, fave 
d carnal intereſt, aſk them why they are preachers or 
1 prie rieſts? And if Converſion and Holineſs be a2 
8 needleſs thing, what ufe are they themſelves of? 
8 And why muſt the country be troubled with 
"= them, and pay them tythes, and owe them 'reve- 
15 rence? When theſe 1 W ſe are well 
of anſwered, conclude vou m ſaved without. 
In converſiont | ">< 
is But if, poor ſbul, "how at fully edrhyinebd; 2 
ae ike} What” all I do to be converted? The Lord 
el mike thee Willing, and fave” thee from Hhypoerify," | 
Py and 1 Will“ y tell thee in's few words,” 
7 San, 838 l. Sh Noise C1330 Is, Give : 
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1. Give not over ſober: thinking of 4heſe things, 

till thy heart be changed. 
2. Come to 'Chrilt, and take him for thy Sa- 
viour, thy Teacher, thy King, and he will Parr, 
don all that is paſt, and ſave the. 

3. Believe God's love, the pardon of fn, and 
the everlaſting joys of heaven, that thou, mayeſt 
feel that all the pleaſure of the world and fleſh are 
dung in compariſon of the heavenly delight of 
faith, and hope, and holy love, and Years: of con- 
ſcience, and lincere obedience. ©. 

4. Sin no more wilfully, but forbear that which. 

| tens mayelt forbear, Iſaiah lv. 7. 

5 Away:from temptations, occaſions of n, —_ 
evil company, and be a. companion of the humble, 
hoty, heavenly, and fincere, Pſalm cxix. 63. 115. 

6. Wait on God's Spirit in the diligent and 
conſtant uſe of his own means; read, hear, medi- 

tate, pray; pray hard for that grace chat muſt con- 

vert thee; Wait thus, and thou 17056 not Vai in vain, 
Palm xxxvii, g4. and Ixix. ©, 

e e ee. and ſuade . b. let 

0 not Chriſt's blood, his Ar crine, his example, his is 
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| ſpirit, be loſt unto them, and they loſt for ever. 

* Let not heaven be as no heaven to them, while 

on | they dream anti doat on the . ſhadows | of 8 
1 world. And, O ſave this land from ; Fever. \ 
— 14 ſtructian, than all our late plagues, an Biber and, : 
14 di visons, which gur ſins and thy threatnings Ml 
17 make ss fear. 0 Lord, in thee have we truſted 
1 let us never be confqunded.” , 
14 Hlaving thus contributed my 1 in 46 1s. | 

14 preface to the furtherance of the deſigri of this 6. 


cellent book, I muſt tell thee, reader, that I take it | 
for an honour to commend ſo maſculine a birth. 1 into, : 
| tho radde the. wilwiſe ob Alexander or Aafale BY 
need io be aſhamedꝭ of her offi ce. W ene | 
of 4bis treatiſe, was, how ba preached; h Ky} he.lived, MW 
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and I earneſtly commend the reading of them to 
all, but eſpecially to miniſters; not to tell them 
what men have, here. been forbidden to preach 
Chriſt's goſpel, and for what; nor what men they 
are that ſo many years have done it, but to tell 
you what men Chriſt's miniſters ſhould be. But 
ſay not, he killed himſelf with exceffroe labour, there- 
fore I will take warning and take my eaſe. For 1. He 
lived in perfect health all his days, notwithſtanding 
all. his labours, till after his hard and long 


5 impriſonment. 2. It was not the greateſt labour 


of his times of liberty that hurt him, but” hig 
preaching. fix, ſeven or eight times in a week, 
after he was ſilenced, becauſe he could not ſpeak 
to all his people at qnce. O make not an ill uſe 
of ſo- excellent an example; ſay not, like dag, 
What needs tus waſte? His labour, his life, his 
{ufferings, his death, were not in vain, , The. ages 


* 
. 


to come, that read his life, and read his little 
pular treatiſe, and his Call to Archippur, ſhall L 
0 


7 
£ 
a+ 
* 
” 


they were; not in vain. And tho! he was cut 0 


in the midſt of his age, and his longer labours and 
more olabogete wiikings this prevenied, jake thahka 
fully. this nell, but methodical, warm, and ſerigus 


I eam ane that Have looked into Books, Sciences, and 


Sheculations of many farts, and ſeriouſſy tell thee, 


as a dying, man, that after all my ſearches and ex- 


perience, I have found that philoſophical enquiries 
into the divine /artiſices and nature of things, have, 
among a great number; of uncertainties, a great 
many pretty pleaſant probabilities which a holy ſeu 
can make good uſe of in admiring God, and may 
find us a. lawfyl kind of ſport; but in the mora- 


lities, which Atheiſts count uncertainties, the 


knowledge of God, and our duty and our hopes, 


the doctrine and practice of holineſs, temperance, 


charity, and juſtice, and the diligent ſeeking and 
Joyful hopes of life everlaſting, is all the true 
1 = * \ 5 „ : "$ wiſdom, 
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wiſdom, ' goodness, reft, and cbmfoft öf a ſoul. 
Whatever be the plea, this is the ſatit hing cer. 


"Ip EY 


tarnty,"the bujirieſs, and the beautifying eder 
ay , eee 


of our lives, 


1 '4 * n 
5 
W 22 I N N ' Na 
185 i dein 
ru, i e ita ard dls 
© L ] OW well were it, if there were no more 
11 unconverted ones among us, than thofeè to 
whom this is directed! Unconverted perſons, how 


32 


many are there! but how few unconverted Readers, 


Eſpecially of fuch books as this before thee] A Play 
or. a Romance better ſuits the luſts, and thereſofe 
muſt have. more of thei'eye of ſuch; What wilt 
cheriſh the evil heart only is moſt grateful," not 


what will change it, How many ate there to whom 
this is directed, who will not know mat they are the 


men! And how little hope is there that this excel - 


lent treatiſe ſhould reach its end with thoſe that ap- 


Yrehend themſelves not concerned in it! Art thou 
not one of them? Art thou a convert, or art thou 


pet de thy fins? What is fin?” What is conver- 
1 


on? It may be thou canſt tell me neither; and yet 
ou ſayeſt a convert thou art: But to What pur- 


poſe is it then like to be, for the ſervants of Cod 


to treat with thee about this matter? Let them bid 
thee believe, Thou art a believer already; let them 


bid thee repent and turn to the Lord, that work 


thou ſayeſt) is not to de now: | What ean there 


is there in thy praying? Thou mayeſt read, 
but what Höpe is there in thy reading? Vet read 


on, this little hope there is, in this book there's 


eye-ſalve that may heal thee of thy blindnefs. In 
this book there is a glaſs that will ſhew thee thy 
S 1 CCC 223 „„ face. 
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s ſaid to this man that's ike to bring him to good? 
Friend, know tliyſelf better, or thou periſtieſt with. 
out remedy.” Thou mayeſt pray, but what hope 


them, and, then ſay if thou be not the man. 


| UNCONVERTED READER, '23- 


face. Doſt thou know thy own face when thou ſeeſt 
it?, Behold thy very image in thoſe marks that are 
given of an unconverted perſon; read and conſider 
Be willing to know thyſelf, and to know the 
worſt, of thy caſe: wink not at the light; hide not 
thyſelf. from, thine. own. ſoul. Wilt thou never 
know thy diſeaſe till it be paſt remedy 7 
Much of ourhardeſtywork would be over, if we 
could ſee the ſinners to whom we are ſent, to be con- 
vinced fiyners. If we could but open the blind 
Een, there were hopes we ſhould ſhortly raiſe the 
ead.. 3 „ x 


- 


i , TO 2 6B CAL] 
Sinner, of a truth thou art in evil caſe, whether 
thou know, it or not; thou art among the dead, and 
there is but a ſep, betwixt thee and hell. Thou 
wilt not believe it, tho”. it be told thee: yet once 
again let me beſeech thee, come to the glaſs that is 
here preſented to thee, and narrowly obſerve 
whether the very marks of the dead be not found 
upon thee, Fees . Ae | 


thou wilt not, underſtand, thy miſery and thy dan- 


ger, there's an end of all hopes concerning thee, 
Wildt ſelf- ignorance abides upon thee, all the 


If there be, miſcarriages in this firſt work, if 


counſels 8 ,are neceſſary to a man in thy caſe 


will do thee no ood; they are never like to proſ- 
per with thee, becauſe thou wilt not count them 
proper for thee: Who will be perſuaded to do that 
which, he believes is already done? Who will take 
the counſel of the phyſician, that doth not think 
himſelf ſick? The man of God may ſpare his pains 
of perſuading, thee to converſion, whilſt thou. art 
confident thou art converted already. Who will 
be at the pains of repentance, that concludes. he 
hath repented? Who will be at the labour and 
pangs of the,new-birth, that is confident he is, al- 


E 


ready paſs'd From-death toilife# 5 
1 * But,'Friend, let me a little reaſon-with thee : 


Thou art confident it is well with thee, yet Why 
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wilt thou not yield to thus much at leaſt, is. ut it 
to the queſtion, Am I not miſtaken ”. Thou art worle 
than mad, if thou thinkeſt'fuch a queſtion may not 
oy ut. Doſt thou not know that thy heart is falſe 

deceitful? Vet becauſe it (ſpeaks £009 ad con- 
overrthg thee, muſt it not be queſtioned whether ĩt 


ſpeaks true or no? Be ſo wiſe as to conelude, Tnay 


be miftaken ; and thus come to the tri Tall whether 
thou art miſtaken or not. *' 0 


And if upon trial by the Sik (hie be- 


fore thee, thou come to be undeceived, and ſee thy- 
ſelf wrapped up in that miſery which hitherto 
thou wouldſt not ſuſpect, the next news I expect 
to hear from thee is, What all T1 do to be Javed? 


O were it come to that once! then thou haſt an 
anſwer at hand i in thoſe means thou wilt roo 4 


ſcribed thee: and becauſe they are ſuch as 


wilt hardly be perſuaded to uſe, take in the Geotives 
that follow, and they will help down. the means; 


conſider both the one and the other, and if thou 


doſt. not find the means proper, and the moti vues 


weighty, I think I ſhall*do thee no wrong if I tell 
thes thou art till 1 a blind mind; and an harder 
heart. ee | PT 

«6 Friend, the matter ne ie ile Volk 
comes to treat with thee About, is of the higheſt 
importance, 'tis a matter of He" or death. If thou 
ſay ſt The terms upon which fe” 7s offer'd are hard, 
conſider, is it not harder to-die? He is worthy to 
die who will loſe his ſoul to fave his labour. If 


thou couldſt ſtep down into the deep, and take a 


turn or two. with thoſe damn'd fouls.” who are 


drench'd with fire and brimſtone, and bound in 
everlaſting chains-of vengeance, arid ſhouldſt aſk 5 
them, Now what do you'think of the terms 


which life was offered? Now what think you of 


that e e of that Obedience, of that Cir- 


ion, Self.-denial, and the greateſt ſeverity 


cum ipe 
by the Goſpel were impoſed upon-you? If 


you might once again have the ſame terms granted 
* 
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UNCONVERTED READER, | 25 


you for your Redemption from this place of tor- 
ment, would you yet fay, Hard terms! let me 
rather die this death for ever, than live ſuch a life! 
let me broil in this furnace, rather than eſcape 
with ſuch difficulty? Shouldſt thou aſk them thus 
that have felt what tis to be damned, what an- 
ſwer doſt thou think they would make? O Friend! 
never again groan under the difficulties of converſion, 
till thou believe them to be worſe than hell. But I will 
no farther anticipate my worthy Author 

„ Nor is there much need I ſhould commend 
either himſelf or. his works, for the Author him- 
ſelf thou mayeſt at a ſmall” charge get acquainted 
with, in that hiſtory of his life and death which 1s 
extant, concerning which I ſhall only ſay, 5 

Sic mihi contingat vivere, ficque mori. 

'« And for this work of his, what commendation 
I ſhall give of it will be needed no longer than till 
thou haſt read it over: thou wilt find ſuch wine in 
it as needs no buſh. This only 1 fhall ſay, as far 
as my credit will go, it is exceedingly well worth 


thy moſt ſerious peruſal: O mayeſt thou hear that 


voice, ({uch a voice from heaven there is, whether 


thou hear it or no) Tolle & Lege, tale up and read, 
Read, Friend, and read over again, read and un- 


derſtand, underſtand and pray, pray and conſider, 
and conſent unto him, who by the pen of his ſer- 
vant calls to thee from heaven, Why wilt thou die, 
Turn and live. O ſuffer this word of inſtruction 
and exhortation to * thy blind eyes, to turn 
thee from darkneſs to light, from the power of Satan 
unto God, that thou mayeſt receive forgiveneſs of 


ſins, and an inheritance among them that are ſanc- 


tified, t cum talis fueris, memento mei. When it is 
thus with thee, then pray for ws 


The Friend and Servant of thy Soul, 
| +++ RICHARD ALLEINE. 
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call for my moſt earneſt campaſſion; and' there - 
fore = theſe, firſt, I ſhall apply myſelf. . 


— Wherzwith ſhall I win them? O that I could 
but tell? I would write unto them in tears; I 
would weep out every argument, verily * 1 


Dose beloved Kd ccd "I I lady ac-. 
knowledge myſelf a debtor 'to you all,” and 
am concerned, às I would be found a good Steward 
to the Houſehold of God, to give to every one his 
portion: but the Phyſician is moſt ſolicitous for 
thoſe" patients, Whoſe caſe is moſt hazardous; and 
the Father's bowels are eſpecially turned towards 
his dying child: the numbers of unconverted ſouls 


} 


Lord, herewith ſhall I woo them? 


able) I would : O! how thankful would I be, if 
= would be prevailed with to repent and turn 


« But, 


— 
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MISTAKES ABOUT CONVERSION, 27 


"OO But, Lord, how inſuffcient am l for this work! 


Lord, what 4 talk haſt thou ſent me to do! Alas, 
Wherewith ſhall I make the heart to feel that is 
hard as a piece of the nether millſtone! Shall 180 


and lay my mouth to the grave, and look when 


the dead Lill obey me and come forth? Shall I 
give the blind to ſee? From the beginning of the 
"world was it ever, heard that a man opened the 


eyes of the blind? But thou; O Lore, canſt pierce 
the ſcales and prick the heart of the ſinner: I can 


but draw the bow at a venture, but do thou dire& 
the ro between the joints of the harneſs, kill 
the fin, and ſave the bil of 3 4 fines that calts his 
eyes on theſe labours,” 

But ſome of 'you do not know what is meant by 
Converſion, and therefore for your ſakes I ſhall ſhew 
what Conver f don is, Others cheriſh ſecret hopes of 
| mercy, tho” they continue as they are; and for 


them I muſt ſhew the neceftty of Converſion, Others 


harden themſelves with à Vain conceit that they 
are converted already'; unto _-me I muſt ſhew the 
marks of the Unconverted. Others, becauſe they 
feel no Harm, fear none, and fo ſleep upon the top 
1 the maſt; to them 1 ſhall ſhew the Miſery of 

the Cat lbeitea, Others fit ſtill, becauſe. .they ſee 
not their way out; to them 1 ſhall ſhew the 
Means of Converfion. And finally, for.the quicken- 
ing' of all, I ſhall cloſe with, the lotives to 
e 


CHAP. I. 


luna . Conyanston 15 not. 


1 the blind 8 Veri they know 
not what, John iv. 22, Let the heathen 
af . their Altar Into the Unknown 


ar C2 God, 
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God, Acts xvii. 23. They that know man's con- 
ſtitution, cannot but know that the Underſtanding 
having the empire in the ſoul, he that will go ra- 
tianally,to work, muſt labour 10 let in the light 
here. Therefore, that you may not miſtake: me, I 
hall ſhew you what I mean by the Converſion I 
perſuade you to endeavour after. 5 
I The devil hath made many counterfeits of Con- 
. | verſion, and cheats one with this, and another with 
that; and ſuch craft and artifice he hath, that (if 
*twere poſſible) he would deceive the very Elec. 
Now, that I may cure the damnable miſtakes of 
ſome who think they are converted when they are 
not, I ſhall ſhew you the nature of . Converſion, 

both what it is not, and what it is. 
I. It is not the taking upon us the Profeſſion of 
_ . Chriſtianity, Doubtleſs, Chriſtianity. is more than 
a name. If we will hear Paul, it lies not in word, 
but in power, 1 Cor, iv. 20. If to:ccaſe to be 


Jews and Pagans, and to put, on the e 112 
o better Chriſ 
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ſeſſion, had been true Converſion, whe {- 
tians than A of Nane Tse ? Theſe 
were all Chriſtians by Proel on, and had a name 
to live, but becauſe they had but a name, are cen- 
demned by Chriſt. Are there not many that 
mention the name of the Lord Jeſus, that yet de- 
part not from iniquity? And will God receive 
theſe for true converts? What! Conyerts from 
fin, when yet they live in fin! We find not only 
Profeſſors, but Preachers of Chiiſt, and Wonder- 
workers, turned off becauſe Evil-workers, Matt. 
vii. 22, 23. e | 
2; It is not the being waſh'd in the Laver of Rege- 
neration, or putting on the badge of Chriſt in bap- 
tiſm, Many wear the livery of Chriſt, that yet 
never ſand to their colours; nor follow their Leader. 
Ananias, and Sapphira, were baptiz'd as well as 
the reſt. How fondly do many miſtake here, de- 
ceiving and being deceived! dreaming that grace 
is neceſſarily tied to the external adminiſtration" of 
„ | * | baptiſm, 
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baptiſm, and ſo every infant ſhall be regenerated, 
not only ſacramentally, but really and properly. 
Hence men fancy, that, being regenerated already 
when baptiz'd, they need no farther Work. 


Friends and Brethren, be not deceiv'd,, God is not 


mock'd, Gal. vi. 7, Whether it be your baptiſm, 


or whatever elſe that you pretend, 1 tell you from 
1 7 7 7 . 1 : N : 


the living God, that if any of you be prayerleſs 
perſons, or unclean, or malicious, or covetous, or 
riotous, or a ſcoffer, or a lover of evil company; 
in a word, if you are not holy, ſtrict, and ſeli-de- 

Ian vo T 


3, It lies not in a moral righteouſneſs. This ex- 


ceeds not the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 


riſees, and therefore cannot bring us to the king- 
dom of God. St, Paul, While unconverted, touching 
the righteouſneſs which is in the law was blameleſs. 
The Pharifes could ſay, I am no Extortioner, Adul-. 
Thou muſt have ſomething more 
than all this to ſhe w, or elfe, (however thou may'ſt 
juſtify 600 ) God will condemn thee; I condemn 
not morality, but warn you not to reſt here: Piety 
includes Morality: as Chriſtianity doth Humanity; 
ſt not divide the bh 


and Grace Reaſon ; but we mult 
4. It confiſts not in an external conformity to the. 

e e manifeſt men may have a 

form of Goglineſs, without the power, Men may 


" 
” N 


pray long, and faſt often, and hear gladly, and be 


very forward in the ſervice of God, tho” coſtly 


5A ; . f 1 5 La 3 , e SEED. * & 
and expenſive, Iſaiah i, 11, and yet be ſtrangers to 


Converſton: they muſt, haye more to plead for 
themſelves, than that they keep their Church, give 


an : La is. 1+ 4804 $7: F 2 
Als, and make uſe of Prayer, to prove themſelves 


n ' $ e : | e Cn: Fo 
ſound Converts; no outward Service, but a Hy- 
% m ²ĩ˙ w a ZN to 1 Ne * - "1 I's 1 4 3 
pocrite may do it, even to the giving all is goods to 


feed the Poor, 1 Cor. Kii. J- 


Fat BE OI SSR Gre, LEES ” bg FO 6 T% 13 SY Tet 22 R 4.9 
„%% the Patong. up of Corruption by. 
Education, Wes Laws, or Affliction. *Tis common 
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enough, who a better man than 7ehoaſk? While 
 Zehorade his uncle liv'd, he was very forward in 
od's ſervice, But here was nothing more than 
good education; for when his good Tutor was 
taken. out of the way, he appears to have been but 
a wolf chained up, and falls to Idolatry,  _ 


6. It conſiſts not in Conviction, in a ft perficial 
Change or partial Reformation. A Felix may tremble _ 
under convi&ion, and a Herod amend many things. 
*Tis one thing to have fin alarm'd by convictions, 
and another to have it captivated and crucified by 
converting grace, Many, becauſe they have been 
troubled for their ſins, think well of their caſe, |} 
miſerably miſtaking Conviction x Converſion. 
Others think, that Fecaule they have given off 
their riotous courſes, and are broken off from 
evil company, and reduced to ſobriety, they ink 


E 4 


now real Converts, forgetting that there is a vaſt 
difference between being fant 


a _ 4M $5 & dn KAIS 2 2 
ified and civilized; 


in, yy © W . eee e ws &Q 8 


and that many ſeek to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, and are not far from it, and arrive to the 
almoſt of Chriſtianity, Acts xxvi. 28, and yet fall <N 
ſhort at laſt. While Conſcience holds the whip over - 
them, many will pray, hear, read, and forbear their o 
delightful fins; but no ſooner is the l. ionaſleep, but t] 
they are at their vomit again. Who more religious C 
. than the Jews, when God's hand was upon them V 
Yet no ſooner was the affliction over, but they for- N 
got God, and ſhew'd their religion to be a fit. * 
Hear then, O ſinners. Why would you wilfully n 
deceive yourſelves, or build your hopes upon the Ju 
ſand ? I know he ſhall find hard wotlk. of it that, 5 
goes to pluck a) your hopes, ir anger but be” if » 
ungrateful to you, and truly it is not pleaſing to ti 
me. I ſet about it as a Suna when he is to cut V 
of a putrified member from his wWell-beloved te 
friend, which of force he muſt do, tho with an te 
aching heart and a trembling hand, But underſtand, 0 
me, Brethren, I am only taking down the ruinous 4 
houſe (Which will otherwiſe ſpeedily fall of 1 It 
FN ns. | | an 
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and bury you in the rubbiſh) that T may build it 
fair, ftrong, and firm for ever. The” hope of the 
wicked fhall periſh, And hadſt not thou better, O 
ſinner, let the Word: convince thee now in time, 
and let go thy falſe hopes, than have Death to open 
thine eyes, and find thyſelf in hell before thou art 
aware? Let your Conſcience ſpeak : What is it 
that you have to plead for yourſelves? Is it that 
you wear Chriſt's hvery ? That you bear his name? 
That you are of the Church? That you have 
knowledge in the points of Religion; are civilized, 
rform religious Duties, are juſt in your Dealings, 
3 been troubled in Conſcienèe for your fins? p 
I tell you from the Lord, theſe pleas will never be 
accepted at God's bar; all.this, tho! good in itſelf, 
will not prove you converted, and ſo will not ſuf- 
fice to your ſalvation. O! bethink yourſelves of 
turning ſpeedily and ſoundly: ſet to praying, and 
to reading and ſtudying your own hearts; reſt 
not till God hath made thorough work with you; 
for you muſt be other men, or elſe you are loſt 
men, . | 


But if theſe be ſhort of Converſion, what ſhall I ſay. 


of the profane ſinner? He muſt know from the Lord 
that made him, that he is far from the kingdom of. 
God. May. a man be civilized, and not converted? 
where then ſhall the drunkard and glutton appear? 
May a man keep company with thewile Virgins, and 
yet, be, ſhut out? Shall not a companion of fools 
much more be deſtroyed] May a man be true and 
juſt in his dealing, and yet not be 3 of God: 
what then will become of thee, O wretched, man, 
whoſe conſcience tells thee thou art falſe in thy 
trade, and falſe of thy word, and makeſt thy — 2 


vantage by «lying tongue? men may be brought 
to the performance. of holy duties, and yet go down _ 
to perdition jor reſting in them, and fitting down . 


» 


0a this, kde. of Conrerhove, whe. vill born ph, 
you, O miſerable families, that live without God 
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in the world? and of you, O wretched ſinners! 
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with whom God i ſeares. i in all your nch ; that. 


are ſo ignorant that you cannot, or ſo careleſs that: 
you will not pray! O repent and be converted; 


break off your fins by. righteouſneſs, away to Chriſt 


for pardoning and renewing, grace; give up your- 


ſelves to him to walk with him in holineſs, or elſe 


you ſhall never ſee Ged., O that you would.take. 
the warnings of God! In his name I once more 
admoniſh you: turn you at my reproof Be ſober, 
righteous, godly. Waſh, your hands, you ſinners, 
purify your hearts, ye double- minded. Ceaſe to 
do evil. learn to do well. SORE] 1 vo will 80 on, 
you muſt daten f ee e ; Teak vu geen} fe pn "4 
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May not lebe you with y Wale eyes half ope 
he that ſaw. men as trees Thie 93 
profitable for dottrine, as 4 Re roof.” 8 ud 
therefore having thus far conducted you by: the 
Locks of {o 1 many Miſtakes, 125 would guide you into 
che Harboorof Truth,” © TINS 

' Converſion then is a toes char ge both of 
the heart and liſe: 1 ſhall briefl EA 10 1 in 5 
nature and cauſes. 

I "omg The Author ;* ths the 'Sþi Tor: of God, and th 
fore tis called the” DnB ion of the "Spirit ger 
not excluding the ot er perſons i in the Trinity: For 
the Apoſtle teacheth᷑ us 5 ITE Father of '6urLoyd 
Jeſus Chriſt, 7% that, he hat btten uß a e And 
Chriſt is fai o glye ref Pertallee unt ur Wh, aki, and 
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this work is'principallyaſcribed to the Holy Ghoſt, 


and ſo we are ſaid to, be born of the Spirit, John 


iii . e lb site Shed wine palace} 85 
So then tis a work a bove man's power. Never think 
thou canſt convert tchyſelf; if ever thou wauldſt 
be converted, thou muſt deſpair of doing it in thine 
own ſtrength. It is a reſurrection from the dead, a 
new creation, a ſupernatural work, Gal. vi. 15. 
2. The moving Cauſe is Internal or External. 

The Internal Mover is only Free Grace. Not by 
Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, 
but of his'own Mercythe ſaved us. 71 71 
: , God finds nothing in a man to turn his heart, but 
enough to prowoke his loathing. Look back upon 
thyſelf ; look upon thyſelf in thy blood. Open 
thy ſepulchre. Behold thy putrid ſoul, thy loath- 
ſome members. Behold thy. ghaſtly viſage, thy 
crawling luſts, . thy flime and corruption! How 
then ſhould Holineſs and Purity love chee? Be 
aſtoniſhed, O Heavens, at this; be moved, O 
Earth. Who but muſt needs cry, Grace 1568 race 
Hear and bhuſh; you Children of the moſt High; 


O yau unthankful Generation !; One would think 


vou ſhould be doing nothing but praiſing and ad- 
miring Gad Wherever you are. How can you 
make ſhift to forget ſuch Grace, or to paſs it over 
with a flight mention? How affe@ionately doth 
Peter lift up his hands, Bleſſed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Feſus, uho of his: abundant mercy 
cath begotten us again) 1 Pet. i. g. How feelingly 
doth Paul magnity the free mercy of God! | God, 
who/1s rich in mercy,” for his: great love wherewtth he 
loved us, hath guichened us together with 'Chriſt'; by 
Grace: ye are favedpEphiciye 4, ge 2 29SEC 

The external Mover is the Merit and Intercęſſion of 
the blefſed  Feſus. He hath obtained gifts for the re- 
bellious, and thro him it is that God worketh in 
us what is well-pleaſing in his fight. Thro' him 
are all ſpiritual bleſſings beſtowed upon us in hea- 
venly places, Eph. i. 3. He intercedeth for 1 
«FL oe | C 
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that believe not. Every convert is the fruit of his 


travail. O never was an infant born intothe world 


with that difficulty that Chriſt endured for us] Ho 
emphatically he groaneth in his travail! All the 
pains that he ſuffered on his eroſs, were our birth- 
pains, He ſanctified himſelf (that is, ſet apart himſelfas 
a ſacrifice) that we may be ſanctified, John xvii. 19. 
Tis nothing then but the Merit and Interceſſion 
of Chriſt, that prevails with God to beſtow on us 
Grace. If thou art a ne creature, thou knoweſt 
to whom thou oweſt it, to Chriſt's pangs and 
prayers, Hence the natural afféction of a Believer 
to Chriſt. The foal doth no môre naturally run 
aſter the dam, than a Believer to Jeſus Chriſt. 
3. The Inſtrument is either Perſonal or Real. 
The perſonal is the Miniſtry. I hade begotten 
you in Chriſt, through the goſpel, 1 Cor. iv. 15. 
Chriſt's Miniſters are they that are ſent to open 
men's eyes, and to turn them to Ge. 


4 


Ounthankful world, little do ye know what 


vou are doing while you are perſecuting the meſ- 
ſengors of the Lord: Theſe are they whoſe bu- 
ſineſs it is (under Chriſt) to ſave you. Whom, 


have you reproach'd and blaſphemed? Againft 


whom have you exalted your voice, and lifted your 
eyes on high? Theſe are the ſervants of the moſt 
high God, that ſhew unto you the way of ſalvation, 
Akts xvi. 17, and do you thus requite them? O 
fooliſh and unwiſe! O ſons of Ingratitude! againft 
whom do you ſport yourſelves ? Theſe are the in- 
ſtruments that God uſes to convert and ſave you. 
Nie Real Inſtrument is the Nord. We were 
begotten by the word of truth: this is that which 
enlightens the eye, which converteth the ſoul, 


Pſal. xix. 7, 8, which maketh wiſe to ſalvation, 


2 Tim. iii. 15, This is the incorruptible feed, by 
which we are born again. If welare waſhed, it is 
by the word, Eph. v. 26. If we are ſanctified it is 
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You that have felt its rene wing power, be for 


ever, thankful for it; tie it about your necks, write 


it upon your hand. When you go, let it lead you; 
when you ſſlleep, let it keep you; when you wake, 
let it talk with you: ſay with holy David, I will. 
never forget thy precepts, for by them thou haſt quick- 
ened me, Pſal. cxix. 935 You that are unconverted, 
read the word with diligence, flock to it where 

powerfully preached, fill the porches as the . mul- 
titude of the impotent, blind, halt, wither'd, 
waiting for the moving of the water, John v. g, 

pray for the coming of the Spirit in the word; 
come off thy knees to the ſermon, and come to thy 
knees from the ſermon; the ſeed doth not proſper, 
becauſe not watered by prayers and tears, nor co- 


vered by meditation. 5 | 
4. The ſinal cauſe is Man's Salvation, and God's 
Glory, . We are choſen thro? ſanctiſication to ſalva- 
tion, 2 Thell. ii. 13, call'd, that we might be glo- 
rified, but ef) ee God might be glorified; 
that we ſhould ſhrew forth his 8K. and be fruitful 
in good warks, Col. i. 10. O Chriſtian! do not 
forget the end of thy calling; let thy light ſhine, 
Matt. v. 16, let thy 45 burn, let thy fruits be 
good, and many, and in ſeaſon, Pal. i. 3, let all thy 
deſigns fall in with God's, that he may be magnified 
i., ed in a NS at ha wy, . 

5. The ſubject is the Sinner, and that in all his 
parts and powers, members and mind. 1 
This change of Converſion paſſes throughout the 
whole ſubject,. Acarnalperſon may have ſome ſhreds 
of good morality, but he is never good throughout the 
whole cloth, the whole body of holineſs; Conver- 
ſion is no repairing of the old building, but it takes 
all down, and, eres a new ſtrufture: tis not the 
putting in.@ patch, or ſewing a liſt of holineſs: 
but, with the true Convert, holineſs is woven into 

all his powers, principles, and practice. The fin- 
cere chriſtian is quite a new ſabric, from the foun- 
dation to the top- ſtone all fire · new. He is a neu 
| | | man, 
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man, a neu creature. All things are become new. 
Converſion is a deep work, a heart- work: it turns 
all upſide down, and makes a man be in a new 
world; It goes throughout with men, throughout 
the mind, throughout the members, throughout the 
motions of mene TT OG rn 
1. Throughout the mind, It makes an univerſal. 
change within. Firſt, it turns the balance of the 
judgment, ſo that God and his glory weigh down 
all carnal and worldly intereſt. It opens the eye 
of the mind, and makes the ſcales of its native 
ignorance to fall off, and turns men from darkneſs 
to light. The man that before ſaw no danger in 
his condition, now concludes himſelf loſt forever, 
except renewed by the power of Grace. He that 
formerly thought there was little hurt in fin, now 
comes to ſee it to be the chief of evils; he ſees the 
unreaſonableneſs, unrighteouſneſs and deformity 
that is in fin; fo that he is affrighted with it, loaths 
it, flees it, and even abhors himſelf for it. He that 
could ſee little fin in himſelf, and could find no mat- 
ter for confeſſion before God, unleſs it were ſome. 
few grols evils, now fin reviveth with him, he ſees 


the 10ttenneſs of his heart, and deſperate and deep 
pollution of his whole nature: he cries, unclean, 


unclean; ' Lord, purge me with 'hyſop, waſh me 
thoroughly, create in me a new heart. He ſees 


' himſelf altogether become filthy, corrupt, both 


root and tree; he writes unclean upon all his parts 
and powers and performances; he ſees the blaſ- 
phemy, and theft, and murder, and adultery that is 

in his heart, which before he was ignorant of: 
heretofore he ſaw no form or comelinefs in Chriſt, 


or beauty, that he ſhould deſire him; but now he 


finds the hid treaſure, and will ſell all to buy this 
Now, according to this new light, the man is of 


another mind, another judgment, than he was: 


now God is all with him, he hath none in heaven, 
nor on earth, like him, Pſal. Ixxiii. 23. He pre- 
CIs | fers 
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fore Pin before all che world; his: wein kd 


life; the light of his countenance is more than 
corn, or wine and oil, the good that formerly he 


enquired after, and ſet his heart upon, Now let | 


all the world be ſet on one fide, and God alone on 


the other; let the harlot put on her paint; and 


reſent herſelf to the ſoul (as when Satan would 
have tempted our Saviour with her) in all the 
glory of her kingdoms, yet the ſoul will not fall 
down and worſhip her, but will prefer a naked, 
vea, a crucified, perſecuted Chriſt before her. This 
is the Convert's voice; The Lord ts my portion: 
whom have J in heaven but thee? And there is none 
upon earth that I defire befides thee. God is the 
ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 

Secondly, It turns the bias of the Will, both as to 
means and end. 1, The intention of the Will is altered, 
Now the man hath new ends and deſigns: now he 
intends God above all, and deſires and deſigns 
nothing in all the world fo much, as that Chriſt 
may be magnified in him, He counts himſelf more 
happy in this, than in all that the earth could yield, 
that he may be ſerviceable to Chriſt, and bring 
him glory in his generation. This is the mark he 
aims at, that the name of Jeſus may be great in the 
world. . . . 

Reader, Doſt thou view this, and never aſk thy- 
ſelf, whether it be thus with thee? Pauſe awhile, 
and breathe on this great concern. 
2. The Election is alſo changed, ſo that he chuſeth 

another way. He pitcheth upon God as his bleſſed- 


neſs; upon Chriſt as the principal; and holineſs, 


as the ſubordinate means to bring him to God. He 
chuſeth Jeſus for his Lord. This choice is not 
made in a fright, as with the dying ſinner, that 
doth only take Chriſt rather than hell; but he de- 
liberately reſolves, that Chriſt is his beſt choice, 
and would rather have him than all the good of 
this world, Again, he takes holineſs for his path; 
he doth not of mere —_— ſubmit to it, 1 he 
| likes 
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likes and loves it. He takes God's teſtimonies, not 


as his bondage, but as his heritage; yea, heritage 
for ever, Pſ. cxix. 111. He counts them not his 
burden, but his bliſs; not his cords, but his cor- 
.dials, He doth not only bear, but takes up Chriſt's 
yoke :; he takes not holineſs as the ſtomach. doth 
the loathed portion, but as the hungry doth his 
beloved food. No time paſſeth fo {ſweetly with 
him as that which he ſpends in the exerciſes of 
holineſs, theſe are both his aliment and element, 
the defire of his eyes, and the joy of his heart, | 
Put thy Conſcience to it as thou goeſt, whether 
thou art the man. O happy man, if this be thy 
caſe! But ſee thou be impartial in the ſearch, 
Thirdly, It turns the bent of Affection. Theſe run 
all in a new channel: Jordan is driven back, and 
the water runs upwards againſt its natural courſe, 
Chriſt is his Hope, 1 Tim. i. 1. This is the prize; 


Phil. iii. 8. here his eye, here his heart is. He is 


contented to caſt all over-board (as the merchant 
in the ſtorm) ſo he may but keep this jewel. 
The firſt of his defires is not after gold, but grace. 
He hungers after it, he ſeeks it as ſilver, he digs 
for it as for hid treaſure; he had rather be gracious 
than be great: he had rather be the holieſt man on 
earth, than the moſt learned, the moſt famous, moſt 
proſperous. Once he ſaid, O]! If I were but in 
reat eſteem, and rolled in wealth, and ſwimmed 
in pleaſure, then I ſhould be a happy man. But now 
the tone is changed. O! faith the Convert, if I had 
ſuch meaſures of grace, ſuch fellowſhip with God, 
tho' I were poor and deſpiſed, I ſhould account 
myſelf a bleſſed man. Reader, is this the language 
of thy foul? 1 | 2 F%, 
His Joys are changed. He rejoiceth in the ways 
of God's Teſtimonies, as much as in all riches. He 
delights in the law of the Lord, wherein once he 


had little ſavour. He hath no ſuch joy as in the 


thoughts of Chriſt, the fruition of his company, 
the proſperity of his people, £ 
ES is 
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His Cares are altered; he was once ſet for the 
world, and any ſcraps of time, were enough for his 
ſoul, Now he gives over caring for the aſſes, and 
ſets his heart on the kingdom: now all the cry is, 
What fhall I do to be faved? His great ſolicitude is 
now to ſecure his ſoul. ep | | 

His Fears are not now of ſuffering. Once he was 
afraid of nothing ſo much as the loſs of his eſtate 
or eſteem, or the plealure of friends; nothing 
ſounded ſo terrible to Kim as pain, or poverty, or 
diſgrace: now theſe are little to him, in compariſon 
of God's eur or diſpleaſure. How warily 
doth he walk, leſt he ſhould tread upon a ſnare! 
He feareth alway, he looks before and behind, leſt 
he ſhould be overtaken with fin. It kills his hear: 
to think of lofing God's favour, this he dreads as. 
his only undoing. No thought in the world doth 
pain him ſo much, as to think of parting with 
Chriſt.. 0 45 
His Love runs a new courſe. My Love is cru- 
cified, (faith holy Ignatius) that is, my Chriſt, This 


is my Beloved, ſaith the Spouſe. 


He can find no words ſweet enough. Let me fee 


thee, O light of mine eyes: come, O thou joy of my 


ſpirit. Let me behold thee, O life of my ſoul. Appear, 
unto me, O my great delight, O my God, my life, and 
the whole glory of my ſoul. Let me find thee, O defire 
%% ( 8 . 

His Sorrows have now a new vent. The view 
of his fins, the ſight of Chriſt crucified, that would 
ſcarce ſtir him before, now how much do they 
affect his heart! 3 1 

Commune then with thy own heart, and attend 
the general current of thine affection, whether it 
be towards God in Chriſt above all other concern- 
ments. Indeed, the great enquiry is, whether the 
judgment and will be ſtandingly determined for 
God above all other good; and if the affections 
ſincerely follow their choice, tho' it be not fo ſen- 

e n n ſibly 
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ſibly as is to be defired, there is no doubt but the 
change is ſaving. %%%%ͤ;õũœT—? TiO 
2. Throughout the members. Thoſe that were be- 
fore the inſtruments of fin, are now become the 
holy utenſils of Chriſt's living temple. He that 
before abuſed his body, now pöddelfeth his veſſel 
in ſanctification and honour, in temperance, 
- Chaſtity, and ſobriety, and dedicateth it to the 
J | £41 es 
The eye that was once a wandering eye, a wan- 
ton eye, a haughty, a covetous eye, is now employed 
in weeping over its ſins, in beholding God in his 
works, in reading his word, in looking up and 
down for objects of mercy, and opportunities for 
his ſervice, 55 | „„ 
The ear that was once open to Satan's call, and 
reliſned nothing ſo much as filthy (or at leaſt frothy) 
talk, and the Tools laughter, is now bored to the 
door of Chriſt's houſe, and open to his diſcipline; 
it ſaith, Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant heareth, and 
waits for his words as the rain, and reliſneth them 
more than the appointed food. - 5 
His heart is now become an altar of incenſe, 
where the fire of divine love is ever kept in, and 
whence the daily ſacrifice of prayer and praiſe, and 
ſweet incenſe of holy deſires and ejaculations, are 
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continually aſcending. - . SH CS: | 
The mouth is become a well of life, his tongue 
as choice ſilver, and his lips feed many, now the 

ſalt of grace hath ſeaſoned his ſpeech, and cleanſed 
the mouth from its filthy communication, flattery, 

. boaſting, railing, lying, ſwearing, backbiting, that 
once came like the flaſhes that proceed from the 
hell that was in the heart. The throat that was once 
an open ſepulchre, now ſends forth the ſweet breath 
of prayer and holy diſeourſe, and the man ſpeaks 
in another tongue, in the language of Canaan, and 1s 
never ſo well as when talking of God and Chriſt, 
and the matters of another world. His mouth 
bringeth forth wiſdom, his tongue is * 
. N | ilver 


2 
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| filver trumpet of his Maker's praiſe, his glory, and 


the beſt member that he hath. | HS 

g. Throughout the motions, or the life and practice, 
The new man takes a courſe, His converſation id 
in heaven. No ſooner doth Chriſt call, but he 


ſtraightway becomes a follower of him. When 


God hath the new heart, and wrote his law in his 
mind, he forthwith walks in his ſtatutes, and keeps 


his judgments, | 4-4, | 

Tho? fin may. dwell in him, yet it hath no more 
dominion over hum. He hath his fruit unto holineſs, 
and hath an unfeigned reſpect to all God's com- 
mandments, making conſcience even of little fins. 


and little duties. His very infirmities, which he 


cannot help, are his ſoul's burden, and are like the 


duſt in a man's eye, which tho? but little, yet is 
not a little troubleſome, (O man! doſt thou read 
this, and never turn in upon thy foul by felf-exa- 
mination?) The ſincere convert is not one man at 
Church, and another at home; he is not a faint 
on his knees, and a cheat in his ſhop; he will not 
tythe mint and cummin, and negle& mercy and 
judgment, and the weighty matters of the law; he 
doth not pretend to Piety and negle& Morality; 
but he turneth from all his fins, and keeps all God's 
ftatues, if not perfectly, yet ſincerely, not allowing 
himſelf in the breach of any. Now he delights in 
the word, and fets himſelf to prayer, and opens his 
hand, (if able) and draws out his ſoul to e 
and hath a good conſcience, willing in all things to live 
honeſtly, and to keep without offence towards God 

Here again you ſhall find the unſoundneſs of 


many, that take themſelves for good Chriſtians: 


they are partial in the law, and take up with the 
cheap an ny duties of religion, but go not through 
with the work. They are as a cake not turn'd, 
half toaſted and half raw. It may be you ſhall 
have them exact in their words, punctual in their 
dealings, but they do not exerciſe themſelves unto 
5 e | godlineſs; 


42 THE NATURE OF CONVERSION, 


godlineſs: and for examining themſelves, and go- 
verning their hearts, to this they are ſtrangers. 
You may have them duly at the church, but follow 
them to their families, and there you ſhall ſee little 
but the world minded, Or, if they have a road 
for family-duties, follow them to their cloſets, and 
there you ſhall find their ſouls are little look'd 
after. It may be they feem otherways religious, 
but bridle not their tongues, It may be they come 
up to cloſet and family-prayer; but follow them to 
their ſhops, and there you fhall find them in a 
-frade of lying, or ſome covert way of deceit, 
6. The Terms are either from which, or to 
which.“ | | 3 
1. The Terms from which we turn in this motion of 
converſion, are, Sin, Satan, the. World, and our own 
Righteouſneſs. © 5 6 
| Firſt Sin. When a man is converted, he is out 
with fin; yea, with all fin; but moſt of all with. 
His own fins, and eſpecially with his boſom-fin. 
Sin is now the butt of his indignation. His ſins 
fet abroach his ſorrows, Tis fin that pierces him 
and wounds him; he feels it like a thorn in his fide, 
like aprick in his eyes; he is not impatient of any 
burden ſo much as of his ſin. If God ſhould give 
Him bis choice, he would chufe any affliction, ſo 
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he might be rid of fin. 85 
Before Converſion, he had light thoughts of fin; 
he cheriſhed it in his boſom, as Uriah his lamb; he 
nouriſhed it, and it grew up together with him, and 
lay in his boſom, and was to him as a daughter: 
but when God opens his eyes by Converſion, he 
throws it away with abhorrence, as a man would a 
loathſome toad, which in the dark he hath hugged 
faſt in his boſom, and thought it had been ſome 
harmleſs bird. When a man is thoroughly changed, 
he is not only deeply convinced of the dan ay, pf 
defilement of fin; and, O how earneſt is he with 
God- to be purified? He runs to Chriſt, and caſts 
himſelf injo the fountain for ſin and for gf 
1 ; i , 35 8 ; ARE NCIS, 
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neſs. He abhors his once beloved ſin, as a 
cleanly nature doth the 39 and mire wherein 
he ſees the ſwine delight. 

heartily engaged againſt ſin. He can forgive his 
other enemies, he can pity them, but here he is im- 
placable, here he is ſet upon revenge; his eye ſhall 


not pity, his hand ſhall not ſpare, tho' it be a right 


hand, or a right eye: be it a gainful ſin, moſt de- 
lightful to his nature, or ſupport to his eſteem with 
friends, yet he will rather throw his gain down 


the kennel, ſee his credit fall, or the flower of 


leaſure wither in his hand, than he will allow 
himſelf in any known way of ſm, He will grant 


no indulgence, he will give no toleration, he draws 


upon ſin wherever he meets it, and frowns upon 

it with this unwelcome ſalute, Have J found thee, 

O maine enemy ! | . : | 
Reader, Hath thy conſcience been at work while 


thou haft been looking over theſe lines? Haſt thou 


ondered theſe things in thy heart? Haſt thou 
fearched the book within, to ſee if theſe things be 
fo? If not, read it again, and make thy conſcience 
ſpeak, whether or no it be not thus with thee, 


Haſt thou crucified thy fleſh, with its tions 


and luſts; and not only confeſſed but forſaken thy 


fins? If not, thou art yet unconverted. Doeth not 


conſcience fly in thy face as thou readeſt, and tell 
thee that thou liveſt in a way of lying for thy ad- 
vantage, that thou ufeſt deceit in thy calling, that 
there is ſome way of ſecret wantonneſs that thou 
liveſt in? Why then do not deceive thyſelf, thou 


art in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity. 


Doth not thy unbridled tongue, thy intempe- 


rance, thy wicked company, thy negle& of prayer, 


of reading and hearing the word, now witneſs. 
againſt thee, and fay, We are thy works, and we will 
follow thee ? Or, if I have not hit thee right, doth. 
not one within tell thee there is ſuch or ſuch a 


Way, that thou knoweſt to be evil, that yet thou 
doſt tolerate thyſelf in, and art willing to ſpare? I 


he ſound convert 1s 
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44 THE NATURE Of coNERSION. 
this be thy caſe, thou art to this day unregenerate, 
and muſt be changed or condemnetn. 
Secondly, Satan. Converſion binds the ſtrong 
man, ſpoils his armour, caſts out his goods, turns 
men from the power of Satan unto God. The 
real convert ſerves now another maſter; he goes 
and comes at Chriſt's beck; he watches againſt the 
| ſnares and baits of Satan, and ſtudies to be ac- 
quainted with his devices: he is ſuſpicious of his 
lots, and is very jealous in what comes athwart 
3 leſt Satan ſnould have ſome deſign upon him; 
he wreſtles againſt principalities and powers, Eph. vi. 
12. He entertains the meſſenger of Satan as men do 
the meſſenger of death: he keeps his eye upon his 
enemy, and watches in his duties; leſt Satan ſhould. 
put in his foot. | PD Si 
Thirdly, The World. Before a ſound Faith a man 
is overcome of the world ; either he bows down to 
Mammon, or idolizes his reputation, or is a lover 
of pleaſure more than a lover of God, 2 Tim. iii. 4, 
Here's the root of man's miſery by the fall, he is 


turned afide to the creature inſtead of God, and 


. et 4 


won gui EI 2 
D 


gives that great eſteem, confidence, and affection to 
the creature that is due to him alone. mb 
O miſerable man! What a deformed monſter hath 
fin made thee! God made thee little lower than the 
Angels: fin, little better than the devils; a monſter 
that hath his head and heart where his feet 
mould be, and his feet kicking, againſt heaven. 
The world that was formed to ſerve thee, is come 
to rule thee, and the deceitful harlot hath bewitched 
thee with her enchantments, and made thee bow 
down and ſerve her. FF 
But converting grace ſets all in order again, and 
puts God in the throne, and the world at his foot- 
ftoot: Chriſt in the heart, and the world under the 
feet. So St. Paul, I am crucified to the world, and 
the world tome. Before this change all the cry was, 
Who will ſhew us any worldly good] But now he ſings 
another tune, Lord, lift up the tight of thy countenance 
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uhon me, and take the corn and wine whoſoever will. 


Before, his heart's delight was in the world; then 
the ſong was, Soul, take thy eaſe, eat, drink, and be 


merry, thou haſt much goods laid up for many years ? 


but now all this is withered, and there is no come- 
lineſs, that he ſhould deſire it: and he tunes up 
with the ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael, the Lord is the 
portion of my inheritance, the lines are fallen to me 
in a fair place, and I have a goodly heritage. He 


boaſteth himſelf in God. Nothing elſe can give 


him content, He hath written Vanity and Vex- 
ation upon all his worldly enjoyments, and loſs and 
dung upon all human excellencies. He hath life 


and immortality now in chaſe, he trades for grace 
and glory, and hath a crown incorruptible in pur- 
ſuit, He firſt feeks the kingdom of heaven, and 


the righteouſneſs thereof, and religion is no longer 
a matter by the bye with him, but the main of his 
care, Once he would do more for gain than god- 


lineſs, more to pleaſure his friend or his fleſh, than 
to pleaſe the God that made him; and God muft 
ſtand by till the world were firſt ſerved: but now 
all muſt ſtand by: he hates father and mother, and 
life, and all, in compariſon of Chriſt. Well then, 
paufe a little, and look within: doth not this nearly 
concern thee? Thou pretendeſt for Chriſt, but 


doth not the world {way thee? Doſt not thou take 
more real delight in the world than in him? Doſt - 


thou not find thyſelf better at eaſe when the world 
goes to thy mind, than when retired to prayer and 
meditation, or attending upon God's word and 


worſhip? No ſurer evidence of an unconverted 


ſtate, than to have the things of the world upper- 


moſt in our aim, love, and eſtimation. 

With the ſound convert, Chriſt hath the ſupre- 
macy. How dear is his name to him? How pre- 
cious is his favour? The name of Jeſus is engraven 
upon his heart. Here is the pearl of great 
price, here is his treaſure, here is his hope, This 
is his glory, my Belaved is mine, and 1 W 
e | tis 
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O 'tis ſweeter to him to be able to ſay, Chriſt is 


mine, than if he could ſay, the kingdom is mine, 
the Indies are mine. | 

Fourthly, Your own Righteouſneſs, Before Con- 
verſion, Man ſeeks to cover himlelf with his own 


fig-leaves, and to lick himſelf whole with his own 


duties, Mich. vi. 6, 7, He is apt to ſet up his own 
righteouſneſs, and not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs 
of God. Now he caſts away his filthy rags. Now 


he is brought to poverty of ſpirit; all his inven- 


tory is, poor and miſerable, and wretched, and blind, 


and naked, He ſees a work of iniquity in his holy 


things, and calls his once-idolized righteouſnets 


but flth and loſs, and would not for a thouſand. 
worlds be found in himſelf, Now he begins to 


ſet a high price upon Chriſt's righteouſneſs; he ſees 
the need of Chriſt in every duty : he cannot hve 
without him; he cannot pray without him; Chriſt 
muſt go with him, or elſe he cannot come into the 
preſence of God; he ſets himſelf don for a loſt 
undone man without him; he is fix'd in Chriſt, as 
the root of a tree ſpreads in the earth for ſtability 
and nutriment. Before, the news of Chriſt was a 
ſtale and ſapleſs thing; but now how ſweet is Chriſt, 


In a word, the voice of the Convert is with the 


Martyr, None but Chriſt. mn 
The terms are either Ultimate or Subordinate. 
The Ultimate is, God the Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, whom the true Convert takes as his All- 


ſufficient and eternal bleſſedneſs. A man is never 
truly ſanctified till his very heart be ſet upon God 


above all things, as his portion. Theſe are the | 


natural breathings of a believer's heart, Thon art 
my portion, My foul ſhall make her boaſt in the 
Lord, My expectation is from him, he only ig my 
Rock, and my Salvation, he is my Defence; in God ts 
my Salvation and Glory, the Rock of my Strength, aud 
my Refuge is in Cod. | e 


Would 
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Would you put it to an iſſue, whether you be 
converted or not! Now let thy ſoul and all that is 
within thee attend, a 

Haſt thou taken God for thy happineſs? Where 
doth the content of thy heart lie? Whence doth 
thy choiſeſt comfort come in? Come, and with 
Abraham lift up thine eyes eaſtward, and weſtward, 
and northward, and ſouthward, and look about thee. 


What is it that thou wouldſt have in heaven, or on 


earth, to make thee 1 If God ſhould give 


thee thy choice, as he did to Solomon, or ſhould ſay 
to thee as Ahaſuerus to Eſther, What is thy petition, 
and what is thy requeſt, and it ſhall be granted thee ? 
What wouldit thou aſk! Go into the Gardens of 
pleaſure, and gather all the flagrant flowers from 
thence, Would theſe content thee? Go to the 
treaſures of Mammon; ſuppole thou mighteſt lade 
thyſelf from hence. Go to the trophies of honour z 
what thinkeſt thou of being a man of renown, and 
having a name like the name of the great men of 
the earth? Would any of this, all this, ſuffice thee 
and make thee a happy man ? If ſo then certainly 
thou art unconverted. If not; go farther; wade. 
into the divine excellencies, the ſtore of his mer- 
cies, the depths unfathomable of his All- ſufficiency; 
doth this ſuit thee beſt, and pleaſe thee moſt? Doſt 
thou ſay, ITI good to be here? Matt. xvii. 4. Here 
will I pitch, here will I live and die? Wilt thou let 
all the world go rather than this? Then it 1s well 
between God and thee: happy art thou, O man! 
happy art thou, that thou ever waſt born: if God 
can make thee happy; thou muſt needs be happy; 
for thou haſt vouch'd the Lord to be thy God, 
Doſt thou ſay to Chriſt, Thy Father ſhall be my 
Father, and thy God my God. Here is the turning 
point. An unſound profeſſor never takes up his 
reſt in God; but converting grace cures the fatal 
miſery of the fall, by turning the heart from its 
idol to the living God. Now ſays the ſoul, Lord 
whither ſhall I go? Thou haſt the words of eternal 


life, 
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life, John vi. 68. Here he centers; 'tis the en- 


trance of heaven to him, to ſee his intereſt in God, 


When he diſcovers this, he ſaith, Return unto thy 
reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
with thee, And 1t 1s even ready to breathe out 


| Simeon's ſong, Lord now letteſt thou thy ſervant de- 


part in peace. 5 | e ü 
The mediate term of Converſion is either prin- 
cihal or lefs principal. BS „„ 
The Principal is Chriſt, the only Mediator be- 
tween God and man. His work is to bring us to 
God. He is the way to the Father, the only door 
by which we may enter. Converſion brings over 


the ſoul to Chriſt, as the only means to life, as the 


only way, the only name given under heaven. He 
looks not for ſalvation in any other but him, nor 


in any other with him; but throws himſelf on 
Chriſt alone, as one that caſts himſelf with out- 
ſpread arms upon the ſea. | 


Thus the poor ſoul doth venture on Chriſt, and 
reſolvedly adheres to him. Before Converſion the 
man made light of Chriſt, minded the farm, friends, 
merchandiſe, more than Chriſt, Now Chriſt is to 
him as his neceſſary food, his daily bread, the life 
of his heart, the ſtaff of his life. His great deſign 
is, that Chriſt may be magnified in him, His 
heart once ſaid as they to the Spouſe, What is thy 
beloved more than another? He found more ſweet- 
neſs in his merry company, wicked games, earthly 
delights, than in Chriſt, He took religion for a 
fancy, and the talk of great enjoyments for an idle 
dream, but now to him to live is Chriſt, He ſets 
light by all that is accounted precious, for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Chriſt. | 

All of Chriſt is accepted by the ſincere Convert: 
he loves not only the wages, but the work of 
Chriſt. He is willing not only to tread out the 
corn, but to draw under the yoke; he takes up the 
commands of Chriſt, yea, and the croſs of Chriſt, 


The 
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The unſound cloſeth by halves with Chriſt; he 
is all for the ſalvation of Chriſt, but he is not for 
ſanctification. This is an error in the foundation: 


whoſoever loveth life, let him beware here: tis an. 
_ undoing miſtake, of which you have been often 


warned; and yet none more common. Telus is a 
ſweet name, but men love not thie Lord Feſus in ſin- 
cerity, Eph. vi. 24. They will not have him as 
God offers, To be a Prince and a Saviour. They 


divide what God hath joined, the King.and the 
Prieſt, * Every man's vote is for ſalvation from 


ſuffering; but they deſire not to be ſaved from ſin- 
ning. Fes many divide here again; they would 


be content to have ſome of their ſins deſtroyed, but 
they cannot leave the lap of Delilah, or divorce the 
beloved Herodias. They cannot be cruel to the 


right eye, or 1 c O! be infinitely tender 
here, your ſouls lie upon it. The ſound Convert 


takes a whole Chriſt, and takes him for all intents 


and purpoſes; without Hr Top without limi- 
tations, without reſerves. - He's willing to have 
Chriſt upon his own terms, upon any terms, He 
is willing to have the dominion of Chriſt, as well 


as deliverance by Chriſt; he ſaith with Paul, Lord, 
what wilt tou have me to do? * thing, Lord. He 
let down his on 


( 


„„ 5 2909647 Powys e 
The leſs principal is the laws, ordinances, and ways 
of Chriſt, The heart that was once ſet againſt theſe, 


ſends the blank to Chriſt, to 


and could not endure the ſeverity of theſe ways, 


now falls in love with them, and chuſes them as its 
rule and guide for eve. „ 


Four things (J obſerve) God doth work in every 


ſound Convert, with reference to the laws and ways 


of Chriſt, by Which you may know your ſtate, 


if you will be faithful to your on ſouls; there fore 


keep your eyes upon your hearts as you go along. 


1. The judgment is brought to approve of them as 
moſt righteous, and moſt reaſonable. The mind is 
brought to like the 8 of God; and the preju- 


- dices 


. ˙ li. > 


— nd 


— 
= "Le q 


"3 * ng C 
us Me OO AC 22 CAFInt 


. wp — TT oa > as — re I TOR oxy 


— 
EY — [2 


1 
2 ns WS; 
_—  — — 


$1 
"ths 3 
\ » 
. a 
4 i 
0. 158 
0 
* i I 1 
the \ 
hs 1 
2D ; ; 
* ' 7 
ö ' 1 
44 
1 1 4 \ 
[1 * . 
: , 
7 
y - 74 2. - * 
9 ' 1 
— ol 
5 | x 
; : , 44 : 
: . 
1 N 
1. 
1 "” ' . # 
„ 4 
x 4 
2 4 
* | 
3 } 
J * 
2 47 
o $ 
1 ? * 4 
nr 
2 
* | ; 
* Tt 
5 * 
541 1 
« * 
f 19 
5 b 
1 1 
; N 
Vo 
G 2 — 1 
vi 1 
| * . 1 
is 1 
: \ : * 
. 
5 4 
7 * 
+ 
VI 
li ny 
: 
LS: 
bw 
3 
= - i 
"0 
"444 
i 468 
' * * 
= 
r 
\ is * 
bs - 
„ 
0 
14 
N ' 
4 
iy 
1 
10 
tha 
Lo 
' VF 
' 1. 
_—_ 
of * 
p In a 
. oy 
4 3 . "OJ 
6 i 1 "0 
1 A 
C * 
3 = 1 
N 
l " 
: :. 
12 r 
1 5 | "074 
i 
. 3 4 8 
1 1 1 : of # 
1 1 
? ? 1h 8 3 1 
14 42 
4 _ 
: —_—_ 
1 
i 1 
4 ih * 
{ ; 1 | 
Vi, 1.7% 
{ 449 
h : 
41 . 
1 2 
"31 ; 
1 10 
4+ A 
q * 7 
- 
7 i 147 
1 I. 
2 F D 
© FR 
. 
; 1:1 
, 
P 4 
| + FL 
| 10 
* 1 
K+ i 4 * 
3 N . 
A . 
: 1 F 9 
4 54 3 
14 1 % 
» 3 r | KY 
Fo [i 41 : 
x = 
? 5 __ 
» 11 
A4 4 
1 TY 
; N by 
ut Wo. 
f ö 
5 874 of 
6 4% 
! 4 
11 
5 7 
* [ + 
* P n 
1 * 
f * 
Y ; I - : 
l 4 ö 
5 ö wh 
= 3 1 
. 1. 
h : } F 
4 4 . ro 
* FRE 
=_ ' | 
* 
Ll 
. , 
x 
4 


50 THE NATRUE OF CONVERSION» 


dices that were, once againſt them are removed. 
The underſtanding aſſents to them all, as holy, juſt, 
and. good. His judgment is for the ways of Goa) 
and, that, not only the abſolute, but comparative 
judgment; he thinks them not only beſt in ge- 
neral, but beſt for him: he looks upon the rules of 
religion not only as. tolerable, but deſirable; more 


deſirable than gold; yea, than much fine gold. 


2. The deſire of. the heart is to know the whole mind) 
of Chriſt. He would not have one fin undiſcovered, 


nor be ignorant of one duty. Tis the earneſt. 


breathing of his heart, Lord, if there be any way 
of wickedneſs in me, do thou diſcover it. What 1 
know, not, teach thou me; and if I have done ini- 
quity, I, will do it no more,” The gracious beart 
is willing to know the whole compaſs of his 
Maker's law, He receives with all acceptation 
the word that convinceth him of any duty that he 
knew not, or minded not before, or diſcovereth any 
ſin that lay hid before. 5 
g. The wall is determined for the ways of Chriſt, 
before all the. pleaſures of fin, and proſperities of the 
world. His conlent is not extorted by ſome extre- 
mity of anguiſn, nor is it only a ſudden, and haſty; 
reſolve, but he is deliberately. purpoſed, and comes 
off. freely to the choice: his, will is for Chriſt's, 
laws and government; ſo that he takes them not 
up as his toil. ox-burthen,. but his bliſs, He had 
rather (if he might have his choice) live a ſtri&. 
and holy. life, than the moſt proſperous and flou- 


riſhing life in the world. Chriſt keeps not his 


ſubjects in by force, but is king of a willing people. 
They are (through his. grace) freely reſolved for 
his. ſervice, and do it out of choice, not as ſlaves, 
but as the ſon · or ſpouſe, from a ſpring of love, and 
2 loyal mind. In, a word, the laws of Chriſt, are 
the Convert's love, deſire, delight, and continual 


Statutes. Lis the daily care of his ä 
9 8 . wit 
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'N wich God. He ſeeks great things, he hath noble 

d, _ deſigns, He aims at nothing leſs than Perfection; 

Ss he defires it, he reaches after it, he would not reſt 

3 in any pitch of grace till he were quite rid of ſin, 

* and had perfected holin ess. 

re A ſound convert deſires holineſs for 'holineſs' 
ſake, and not only for heaven's fake, He would 

et) not be ſatisfied with ſo much as might ſave him 

d. from hell, but deſires the higheſt pitch; yet deſires 

re are not enough. What is thy way and thy courſe? | 

wy Is' the drift and ſcope of thy life altered? Is holi- | * 

3 neſs thy trade, and religion thy buſineſs? If not, 

-— thou art ſhort of ſound converſion. | | 

wy And is this that we have deſcribed, the conver- 

. ſion that is of abſolute neceſſity to fatvation? Then 

n be informed, 1. That ſtrait is the gate, and narrow 

4A the way that leadeth unto life. 2. That there are but 

y few that find it. g. That there is need of a divipe 


power to convert a ſinner to Jeſus Chriſt, 

Again, Then be :exhotted, O thou, that readeſt, 
to turn in upon thine own ſelf, What faith con- 
fcience? Doth it not twitchthee as thou goeſt? Is 
this thy judgment, and this thy choice, and this 
thy way, that we have deſcribed? If fo, tis well. 
But doth not thy heart condemn thee, and tell 

thee, there is ſuch a fin thou liveſt in àgainſt thy 
conſcience? Doth it not tell thee, thefe is ſuch 
and ſuch a fecret way of wickedneſs that thon 
makeſt no bones of? Such or ſuch a duty, that 
thou makeft no conſcience 7 
Doth not conſeience curry thee to thy cloſet, and 
tell thee how ſeldom prayer and reading ve per- 
formed there? Doth it not carry thee dd thy fa- 
mily; aud ſhew thee the charge of God, und the 
ſouls of thy children and fervants, thut are neg- 
le&ed there? Doth not conſcierice lead thee to thy 
fhop, thy trade, and tell thee of ſome myſtery of 
iniquity there? Doth it not round thee in thy ear 
for the looſe company theu 'keepeſt, and the pre- 
c10us time thou miſ-ſpendeſt — — 
„„ 3 O con- 
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O conſcience! Do thy duty: in the Name of the 
living God, I command thee, diſcharge thine office, 
lay hold upon this finner, fall upon him, arreſt him, 
apprehend him, undeceive him! What! Wilt 
thou flatter and ſmooth him while he lives in his 
ins? Awake, O conſcience, what meaneſt thou, 
O ſleeper? What! haſt thou never a reproof in 
thy mouth? What! Shall this ſoul die in Vis neg- 
lect of God and eternity, and thou altogether hold 
thy peace? Shall he go on ſtill in his treſpaſſes, 
and yet have peace? O!] rouſe up thyſelf, and do 
thy work; now let the Preacher in thy, boſom 
ſpeak; cry aloud, and ipare not; lift up thy voice 


like a trumpet; let not the Blood of hes : ſoul be re- 
quired at thy hands. „))) er LYLE DRETS7 
E Sor WE apron It: WEL 


e Bas ee: 
': Of the neceſſity of Convers10g. , 2145 K 
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F7 may be you are apt to wonder why I follow. 


you with ſuch earneſtneſs, ſtill ringing: one 


leſſon in your ears, that you ſhould repent, and be 


converted. Were it a matter of indifferency, 1 
would never keep ſo much ado: but would you 
not have me fo ſolicitous for you, when I ſee. you 


ready to periſh? As the Lord liveth, before whom. 


J am, I have not the leaſt hopes to ſee one of your. 


faces in heaven, woe” ts you be converted; I ute 


terly deſpair of your ſalvation, except. you will be 


prevailed with to turn thoroughly, and give up” 
yourſelves to God. Hath God ſaid, ' Exceþt |you be 
born again, you cannot fee the kingdom of God, John: 
ili. g. and yet do you wonder. why your miniſters: 
ſo plainly travail in birth with you? Thank it not 
ſtrange that I am earneſt with you to follow after 
holineſs,, and long to ſee the image of God upon. 
you; never did any, nor ſhall any, enter into hea- 


— 


ven by any other way but this. 
- 5 Sis” Ti | What 
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table burden o | 
 Unconverted; for thou canſt not anfwer the end of 


O want er thy reaſon à little in the chair, Ie 
it not pity ſueh a goodly fabric ſhould be raiſed in 


. 
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What is it that thou doſt count neceſſary? Is 


thy bread neceſſary? Is thy breath neceſſary? Then 


thy converſron is much more neceſſary. Indeed, 
this is the one thing neceſſary. Thine eſtate is not 
neceſſary; thou mayeſt fell all for the pearl of 


: * price, and yet be a gainer by the purchaſe. 
Thy 


life is not neceſſary, thou mayeſt part with it 


or Chriſt to infinite advantage. Thine eſteem is 


not neceflary; thou mayeſt be reproached for the 
Name of Chriſt, and yet he happy; yea, much more 


N in reproach than in repute. But thy con- 
verſio 


n is neceſſary, thy damnation lies upon it: 


and is it not needful, in fo important a caſe, to look 


about thee? On this one point depends thy making 
or marting to all eternity. 
But I ſhall more particularly ſnew the neceſſity 


ol Convention, in five things; without this, 


1% Thy Being 6s in van. Is it not a pity thou 
ſhould'® be yu for nothing, an unprofi- 
the earth Thus thou art whilſt 


thy being, Is it not forthe divine pleaſure thou art and 
wert created? Did he not make thee for himſelf? 
Art thou a man, and haſt thou reaſon? Then be- 


_ think thyſelf why and whenee thy being is: behold 


God's. workmanſ! ip in thy body, and aſk, thyſelf, 
To what end did God rear this fabric? Conſider 


the noble faculties of thy heaven-born ſoul: t6 


what end did God beſtow thefe excellencies? To 


Did God ſend men, like the ſwallows, into the 
world only to gather a few flicks and dirt, and 
build their neſts, and breed up their young, and 


than this, . 


then away? The very heathens could ſee farther 


* Pl 


vain? Verily, thou art in vain, except thou art for 
God: better thou hadſt no being, than not to be 
for him. Would 8 thy end? Thou muſt 


| 8 , repent 


no other, than that thou ahora ey fy thy ſenſes? 
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repent and be converted: without this, thou art to 
mg? yea, to bad purpoſe, „ 

Firſt, To no purpoſe. Man unconverted is like a 
choice inſtrument that hath every ſtring broke or 
out of tune; the Spirit of the living God muſt 


repair and tune it, and ſweetly move it by the power 


of grace, or elſe thy prayers will be but howlings, 
and all thy ſervices will make no muſic in the ears 


of the moſt Holy. All thy powers and faculties are 
ſo corrupt in thy natural ſtate, that except thou be 
purged from dead works, thou canſt not ſerve the 


iving God. ; a $52.28 „ b 

An unſanctified man cannot work the work of 
God: 1, He hath no ſtill in ite he is as unſkilful in 
the work as in the word of righteouſneſs, Heb. v. 
23. There are great myſteries, as well in the prac- 


tice as principles of godlineſs;. now the unreges 


nerate Know not che Myſteries of the kingdom. of 
heaven, You may as well expect him to read, that 


never learned the alphabet, as that a natural man 


ſhould do the Lord any pleaſing ſervice. 2. He 
hath no ſtrength for it. How weak' is his heart! 
He is preſently tired: the ſabbath: what a weari- 
neſs is it! He is without ftrength, yea, ſtark dead in 
fin. g. He hath no mind to it: he deſires not the 


knowledge of God's ways; he doth not Know 


them, and he doth not care to know them. He 
knows not, neither will he underſtand. So that a 


man may as well expect the trees ſhould ſpeak, or 
look for motion from the dead, as for any: ſervice 


holy and acceptable to God from the unconverted. 
Secondly, To bad purpoſe. The unconverted foul 
is a very cage of unclean birds, a ſepulchre full of 
corruption. O dreadful cafe! Was it ſuch an 


abomination to the Jews, when Antiochus ſet up the 


2 a ſwine at the entrance of the temple ? 


low much more abominable then would it have 


been, to have had the very temple itſelf turned 


into a ſtable or a ſtye, and to have had the Holy of 


holies ſerved like the houſe of Baal. turned into a 
: „ c "8 4 | draught- 


of the glory of all! 
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draught-houſe? This is the very caſe of the unrege- 
nerate; all thy members are turned into inſtru- 
ments of unrighteouſneſs, ſervants of Satan, 
O abuſe inſufferable! To ſee a heaven-born ſoul 
abaſed to the filthieſt drudgery! To ſee the glory of 
God's Creation, the chief of the works of God, 


the Lord of the univerſe, lapping with the Prodigal 


at the trough! Was it ſuch a lamentation to ſee 
thoſe that fed delicately, ſit deſolate in the ſtreets; 


and thoſe that were clothed in ſcarlet, embrace 


dunghills! And is it not much more ſearful to ſee 
the only thing that hath immortality in'this lower 
world, and carries the ſtamp of God, become as a 
veſſel: wherein there is no pleaſure, (which is but 


a modeſt expreſſion. of the veſſel men put to the 


moſt ſordid uſe.) O indignity intolerable! Better 
thou wert daſhed into a thouſand pieces, than con- 
tinue to be abaſed to ſo filthy a ſervice. 6 


II. Not. only man, but the whole viſible creation is f 


in pain without: this. Beloved, God hath made alt 


the viſible creatures in heaven and earth for the 


ſervice of man, and man only is the ſpokeſman for 
all the reſt. Man is in the univerſe like the ton gue 
to the body, which {peaks for all the members; the 


other creatures cannot praiſe their Maker, but by 


dumb ſigns and hints to man, that he may ſpeak for 


them. Man is as it were the high-prieſt of God's 


Creation, to offer the ſacrifice of-praiſe for-all his 
fellow-creatures. The Lord God expecteth a 


tribute of praiſe for all his works. Now all the 


reſt bring in their tribute to man, and pay it in by 
his hand; ſo then if a man he falſe and faithleſs, 


God is wronged of all, and ſhall have no active 


glory from his works. { 


; art 


— 


O dreadful thought! That God ſhould build 
ſuch. a world as this, and lay out ſuch infinite 
power, and. wiſdom, and goodneſs thereupon; and 
man ſhould be guilty of robbing and fpoiling him 
O think of this! While thou 
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art unconverted, all the offices of the creatures to 
thee are in vain; thy meat nouriſhes thee in vain, 
the ſun holds forth his light to thee in vain, the 
ſtars that ſerve thee in their courſes by their power- 
ful tho' hidden influence, do it in vain; thy clothes 
warm thee in vain; thy beaſt carries thee in vain. 
In a word, the unwearied labour and continual 
travail of the whole creation (as to thee) is in vain. 
The ſervice of all the creatures that yield forth 
their ſtrength unto thee, (that therewith thou 
ſhouldit ſerve their Maker) is all but loft labour, 
Hence the whole creation groaneth under the abuſe 
of this unſanctified world, that pervert them to the 
Tervice of their luſts, quite contrary to the very end 
ot their bein. TOE 5 
III. Without this, thy religion is vain. All thy 
religious oe ger per will be loſt, for they can 
neither p } 
the very ends of religion. Be thy fervices never 
ſo ſpecious, yet God hath no plealure in them. Is 
not that man's caſe dreadful, whoſe facrifices are as 
murder, and whoſe prayers are a breath of abomi- 
nation? Many under convictions think. they will 
begin to mend, and that a few prayers and alms 
will falve all; but alas, while your hearts remain 
unſanctified, your duties will not paſs. God 
_ threatens it, as the greateſt of 3 judgment 
that they ſhould build and not inhabit, plant and 
not gather, and their labours ſhould be eaten up by 
ſtrangers. Is it ſo great a miſery to loſe our com- 
mon labours, to fow in vain, and build in vain ? 
How much more to loſe our pains in religion, to 
pray and hear and faſt in vain? This is an undoing 
and eternal loſs, Be not deceived, if thou goeſt on 
in thy ſinful ſtate, tho' thou ſhouldit ſpread forth 


thine hands, God will hide his eyes: tho”: thou 


make many prayers, he will not hear, If a fervant 
do our work but quite contrary to our order, he 
ſhall have rather ſtripes than praiſe, God's w_ 


eaſe God, nor ſave thy ſoul, which are 


+ 8 


F4 


dy 
* 
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muſt be done according to God's mind, or he will 
not be el and this cannot be, except it be done 


with ahelß bennett 11 | 

IV. Without this thy hopes are in van. ET”, 
Firſt, , Thy hopes of comfort here are in vain. Tis 

not only neceſſary to the ſafety, but comfort of your 

condition, that you be converted. Without this 


you fall not know peace. Without the fear of God 


you cannot have the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, If 
you have a falſe peace, continuing in your fins, 'tis 
not of God's ſpeaking, and then you may gueſs the 
author. Sin is a real fickneſs, yea, the worſt of 
ſickneſs; it is à leproſy in the head, the plague 
in the heart; it is brokenneſs in the bones: it 
pierceth, it woundeth, it racketh, it tormenteth, 


A man may. as well expect eaſe when his bones are 


out of joint, as true comfort while in his ſins. . 


Sin doth. naturally breed diſtempers, and diſtur- | 


bances in the ſoul; what a continual tempeſt is 
there in a diſcofftented mind! What an eating 
evil is inordinate care! What is paſhon but a very 
fever in the mind? What is luſt but a fire in the 


bones? What is pride but a deadly tympany? Or 
covetouſneſs, but an inſatiable and unſufferable 


thirſt? Or malice and envy, but venom in the very 
heart? And how can that ſoul have true comfort, 
that is under ſo many diſeaſes? But eqn arung 
Fans cures, and ſo eaſes the mind; prepares the ſou 


have they that loue thy commandments, and nothing, 


* 


Secondly, ; Thy hopes of ſalvation hereafter are in 


vain, yea, worſe than in vain; they are moſt inju- 


rious to God, moſt pernicious to thyſelf; there is 
death, deſperation, blaſphemy in the bowels of this 
hope. 1, Inere is death in it: thy confidence ſhall be 
rooted aut of thy Tabernacles (God will up with it 
root and branch) it all bring them to the King of 


= 


* 


or a ſetiled, ſtanding, immortal peace: great peace 


Terrors. 


„ * — 
8 n mT = 2 
* n " 4 


58 THE NECESSITY 'OF CONVERSION, 


Terrors. 2. There is deſperation in its Where is 
the hope of the hypocrite, when God taketh away hi, 
oul? Then there is an end for ever of his hope. 
But the righteous hath hope in his death, Prov. xiv. 32. 
When nature is dying, his hopes are ee when 
his body is languiſning, his hopes are flouriſhing : his 
hope is a living hope, but the other a dying, yea, a 
damning, ſoul-undoing hope. For the eyes of the 
wicked jhall fail, and their hope ſhall be as the giving 
up of the ghoſt, Wicked men are fixed in their 
carnal hope, and will not be beaten out of it; they 
hold it faft, they will not let it go: yea, but death 
will knock off their fingers; tho* we cannot un- 
deceive them, death and judgment will: when 
death ftrikes his dart 'thro* thy liver, it will out 
thy ſoul and thy hopes together. 3. There is blaf- 
pliemy in it. To hope we ſhall be ſaved, tho' con- 
tinuing unconverted, is to hope we ſhall prove 
God a liar, He hath told you, that whatever you 
be or do, nothing ſhall avail you to ſalvation, un- 
leſs you become new creatures, Gal. vi. 13. To 
fſay God is merciful, and we hope will ſave us ne- 
vertheleſs, is in effect to fay, We hope Cod will not 
Ado us he fays. 35 po, „ 
“ Why, but we hope in Jeſus Chriſt, we put 
. our whole truſt in God, and therefore doubt not 
but we hall be ſaver,” !. RO 
A. 1. This is not to hope in Chriſt, but againſt 
—_— To hope to ſee the kingdom of God, with- 
- outbeing born again, to hope to find eternal life in 
the broad way, is to hope Chriſt will prove a falſe 
| Tis David's plea, I hope in thy word; 
ut this hope is againſt the word. Shew'me'a word 
of Chriſt for thy hope, that he will fave thee in thy 
profane negle& of his ſervice, and I will never go 
to ſhake thy confidence. F „ 
2. God doth with abhorrence vyejeft this hope, God 
will not endure to be made a prop to men in their 
ſins: the Lord rejected thoſe nens ſinners 
that went on ſtill in their treſpaſſes, and yet 8 
1 . ay 
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ſtay themſelves upon 1frae!'s God, Iſa. xlviii. 1, 2. 
as a man would ſhake off the briars that cleave to his 
garment, 3 5 1 . | 

% But would you have us deſpair?” 

A. You. muſt deſpair of ever coming to heaven 
as you are, that is, while you. remain unconverted. 
You mult deſpair of ever ſeeing the face of God 
without holineſs: but you. muſt by no means 
deſpair of finding mercy, upon your thorough re-- 
pentance and converſion; neither may you deſpair 
of attaining to repentance and converlion in the 
uſe: of God's means. | 8 HE 

V. Without this, all that God hath done and ſuf- 
fered will be (as to you ) in vain, John xiii. 8. Titus, 
ii. 14. that is, it will no way avail you to ſalvation, 
Many urge this as a. ſufficient ground for their 
hopes, that Chriſt died for ſinners: but I muſt tell 
you, Chriſt never died to ſave impenitent and un- 
converted ſinners (ſo continuing) 2 Tim. ii. 19. A 
great divine was wont, in his private dealings with 
ſouls, to aſk two queſtions: 1, What hath Chriſt 
done for you? 2. What hath Chriſt wrought in 
you? Without the application of the Spirit in re- 
generation, we can have. no. ſaving intereſt. in the 
benefits of redemption. Itell you from the Lord, 
Chriſt himſelf cannot ſave: you, if you go on in this 
ſtate, | 5 . 

I. It were againſt his truſt. The Mediator is the 
ſervant of the Father, Iſa. xlii. 1. ſhews his com- 
miſſion from him, and acts in his name. Now 
Chriſt would quite croſs his Father's glory, his 
greateſt truſt, if he ſhould ſave men in their ſins, 
for this were to overturn all his counſels, and to 
offer violence to all his attributes. | 

Firſt, To overturn all his counſels; of which this 
is the order, that men ſhould. be brought through 
ſanctification to ſalvation. If thou canit repeal the 
law. of God's immutable counſel, or corrupt ee | 

Wnom 


— 


—— 
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whom the Father hath ſealed, to go directly againſt 
his commiſſion, then, and not otherwiſe, mayeſt 
thouget to heaven in this condition, To hope that 
Chriſt will ſave thee while unconverted, is to hope 
that Chriſt will falſify his truſt. Be affured, Chriſt 
will ſave none in a way contrary to his Father's 
K „„ . 
Secondly, To offer violence to all his attributes. 
1. To his juſtice, for the righteouſneſs of God's 
judgment lies in rendering to all according to their 
works. Now ſhould men ſow to the fleſh, and yet 
of the ſpirit reap everlaſting life, where were the 
glory of divine Juſtice, ſince it would be given 
to the wicked according to the work of the 
righteous? 2. To has holineſs. If God ſhould 
not only fave ſinners, but ſave them in their fins, 
his holineſs would be exceedingly defaced. 
_ *Twould be offering extreme violence to the in- 
finite- purity of the divine nature to have ſuch to 
dwell with him. If holy David would not endure 
-ſuch in his houſe, no, nor in his ſight, Pſal. ci. 3, 7. 
can we think God will? g. To his veracity: for 
God hath declared from heaven, that f any 
all ſay, he ſhall have peace, though he ſhall go on in 
; 255 3 of abe ee e  fmoak 
againſt that man. That they (only ) that confeſs and 
forſake their fins all find mercy, Prov. xxviii. 13. 
That they that ſhall enter into his hill muſt be of clean 
hands, and a pure heart, Pſal. xxiv. 3, 4. Where 
were God's truth, if notwithſtanding all this, he 
ſhould bring men to ſalvation without converſion? 
O deſperate ſinner, that dareſt to hope that Chriſt 
will put the lye upon his Father, and nullify his 
word to ſave thee! 4. To kts wiſdom for this were 
to throw away the choiceſt of mercies. on them 
that would not value them, nor were any way 
ſuited to them, Firſt, They would not value theme 
the unſanctified ſinner puts but little price upon 
God's great ſalvation, Now would it ſtand with 
wiſdom. to force pardon and life upon thoſe that 
would give no thanks for them? , 
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Secondly, They are no way ſuited to them, The 


divine wiſdom is ſeen in ſuiting things to each other, 
the means to the end, the quality of the gift to the 
capacity of the receiver. Now, if Chriſt ſhould 
bring the unregenerated ſinner to heaven, he could 
take no more felicity there than a beaſt, if you 


ſhould bring him into a beautiful room to the ſo- 


ciety of learned men and a well-furniſhed table, 
whereas the poor thing had much rather be grazing 
with his fellow-brutes.. Alas, what would an 
unſanttified creature do in heaven? He could take 
no content there, becauſe nothing ſuits him? The 
Place doth not ſuit him, he would be quite out of his 
element, as fiſh out of water. The company doth 
not ſuit him: what communion hath darkneſs with 
light? Corruption with Perfection? The employ- 
ment doth not ſuit him: the anthems of heaven fit 
not his mouth, ſuit not his ear. Canſt thou charm 
thy beaſt with muſic? Or, wilt thou bring him to 
thy organ, and expect that he ſhould keep time 
with the tuneful choir? : e 
5. To his immutability, to his omniſciency or omni- 
potency; for this is enrolled in the decrees of the 
court above, that none but the pure in heart ſhall 


ever ſee God. This is laid up with him, and ſealed 


among his treaſures. Now, if Chriſt png any. 
to heaven unconverted, either he mult get them iii 
without his Father's knowledge, (and then where 


is his omniſciency ?) Or againſt his will, (and then 
where were his omnipotency?) Or he muſt change 


his will, (and then where were his immutability?) 
Sinner, wilt thou not Ede; thy vain hope of 

being ſaved in this condi 

forſaken for thee? Or the rocks moved out of their 
lace! Job xviii. 4. May I not much more reaſon 

ſo with thee? Shall the laws of heaven be revers'd 


for thee? Shall the everlaſting foundations be 
overturn'd? Shall Chriſt put out the eye of his 
Father's Omniſciency, or ſhorten the arm of his 


. violated. 


eternal power for Fu Shall divine Juſtice be 


tion? Shall the earth be 


a 1 2 3 1 . 
1 
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_ Violated for thee? Or the glory of his holineſs be 
blemiſhed? O the impoſſibility, abſurdity, blaſ- 
phemy that is in ſuch a confidence! To think Chriſt 
wilt ever fave thee in this condition, is to make 
thy Saviour to become a ſinner, and to do more 
wrong to the Infinite Majeſty than all the devils 
in hell ever did, or coulddo : and yet wilt thou not 
give up ſuch a blaſphemous hope7ßßꝛ 
II. Againft his word. We need not ſay, Who 
ſtull aſcend into heaven, to bring down Chriſt from 
above? Or who ſhall deſcend into the deep, to bring 
up Chrift from beneath? The word is nigh us. Are 
you agreed that Chriſt ſhall end the controverſy? 
Hear then his own words: Except you be converted, 
yon Jhall in no 1225 enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
Matt. xvii). 3. Von muſt be born again, John iii. 7. 
T IT wafh thee not, thou haſt no part in me, John xiii. 
8. 5 Luke xkiil. 3. One word, one 
would think, were enough from Chriſt; but how 
often and earneſtly doth he reiterate it! Verily, 
verily, except a man be born again, he ſhall not ſee the 
Kingdom of God, John iii. 3, 5. And wilt thou 
yet believe thy own preſumptuous confidence, di- 
rectly _ Chrift's words? He muſt go quite 


againſt the law of his kingdom, to ſave thee in'this 
eo dhe och, „ | 


III. Againſt his Oath. He hath lifted up his hand 
to heaven, he hath ſworn, that thoſe that remain in 
unbelief, and know not his ways (that is, are 
ignorant of them, or diſobedient to them) ſhall not 
enter into his reſt, Pſal. xcv. 11, Heb. iii. 18. And 
wilt thou not yet believe, O ſinner, that he is in 
earneſt? Canſt thou hope he will be forſworn for 
thee? The Covenant of grace is confirmed by an 
oath; and ſeal'd by blood, Heb. vi. 17. Matt. xxvi, 
28, but all muſt be made void, if thou be ſav'd 
living and dying unfanctified. 5 1 
IV. Againſt his Honour. God will ſo ſhew his 
love to the finner, as withal to ſhew his hatred to 
Kn; therefore Ke that names the Name of Feſus muſt 
„„ | i 4 | depart 


and come away. 
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* from iniquity. | And he that bath hope of 
life by Chriſt, muſt. purify himſelf as he is hure. 


The Lord Jeſus would have all the world to 
know, that tho be pardons e e not protect it. 


V. Againſt his Offices... God. hath exalted him to 
be 4 Prince and a Saviour, Acts v. 31. He would 
act againſt both, ſhould he ſave men in their fins: 
it is the office of a king, to be à terror to. euil-doers, 


and a praiſe to them that do well. He is a Minijter of 


Cod, a revenger, to execute. wrath on him that dot 


evil. Now, ſhould Chriſt favour the ungodly, (10 


continuing). and take thoſe to reign with: ham, that 
would not. that he ſhould reign over them, Luke 
xix. 27, this would be quite againſt his office: 
what King would take rebels in open hoſtility into 


his court? What were this but to betray life, 


kingdom, government, and all together? 
Again; as Chriſt would not be a Prince, ſo 
neither a Saviour, if he ſhould do this; for his 
ſalvation is ſpiritual; he is called Au, becauſe 


| he ſaves, his people from their fins; ſo that ſhould 


he ſave them in their fins, he would be neither 
Lord nar eus, ddl oe euret 
Application. Ariſe then; what meaneſt thou, O 


| ſleeper? Awake, O ſecure ſinner! Leſt thou be 


conſumed in thine iniquities; ſay as the lepers, I/ 
we fit' here, we hall die. Verily, it is not more 
certain that thou art now. qut of hell, than that 
thou ſhalt ſpeedily be in it, except thoy repent, and 
be converted; there is but this one door for thee to 
eſcape by. Ariſe then, O ſluggard, and ſhake off 
thine excuſes: how long wilt thou ſlumber, and 


fold thy hands to ſleep? Wilt thou lie down in 


the midſt of the. ſea, or ſleep on the top of the 
maſt? There is no remedy, but thou mult either 
turn or burn. There is an unchangeable neceſſity 
of the change of thy condition, except thou axt 
relolyed.ta.ahille e nend af iv ang de h 
the Almighty. If thou loveſt thy life, O. man, ariſe 
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fhouldſt yet harden thyſelf in thy ſinful ſtate? But 
none of you can ſay but you have had fair warning. 
Yet methinks I cannot tell how to leave you ſo. 
It is not enough for me to have delivered my own 
foul. What! Shall I go away without my errand? 
Will none of you ariſe and follow me? Have I 
been all this while ſpeaking to the wind? Have I 
been charming the deaf adder, If you be men, 
and not ſenſeleſs ſtocks, ſtand ſtill and conſider 
whither you are going: if you have the reaſon and 

_ underſtanding of men, dare not to run into the 
flames, and fall into hell-with your eyes open, but 
bethink yourſelves, and fet to the work of repen- 
tance, What! Men, and yet run into the pit, 
when the very beaſts will not be forced in! What, 
endowed- with reaſon, and yet dally with death 
and hell and the vengeance of the Almighty! Will 
you not haſten your eſcape from eternal torments? 
O! ſhew yourſelves men, and let reaſon prevail 
with you: is it a reaſonable thing for you to con- 
tend againſt the Lord your Maker? Or, to harden 
_ . your/elves againſt his word, as though the ſtrength of 
Iſrael would dye? Is it reaſonable that an under- 
ſtanding creature ſhould loſe, yea, live quite againſt 
the very end of his being, and be as a broken 
pitcher, only fit for the dunghill? Hear, O heavens, 
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' ſenſe. be judge if this be reaſon, that man, whom 
. + God hath nouriſhed and brought up, ſhould rebel 
- againſt- him. Judge in your ownlelves; is it a 
reaſonable undertaking. for briars and thorns to ſet 
' themſelves in battle againſt the devouring fire? 
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ſtrive with its Maker? „ c 
What ſhall I ſay? I could ſpend myſelf in this 
argument, O that you would but hearken to me! 
And that you would preſently ſet upon a new 
courſe! Will you not be made clean? When ſhall 
| | | bl Ih 


— — 


Oh, how wilful will thy deſtruRion be, if thou 


aud give ear, O earth, and let the creatures without 


Iſa. xxvii. 4; or for the potſherd of the earth to 
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it once be? Reader, ſhall I prevail with thee for 


be not beſt to turn: come and let us reaſon to- 


gether: is it good for thee to be here? Wilt thou 


fit ſtill till the tide come in upon thee? Is it good 


for 'thee to try whether God will be ſo geod 
his word, and to harden thyſelf in a conceit that 
all is well with thee, | while thou remaineſt un- 
ſanctifiedꝰ . 3 3 
O diſtracted ſinners! What will their end be! 
What will they do in the day of viſitation? Whither 
will they flee for pF Where will they leave their 
glory? Iſa. x. 3. How powerfully hath fin be- 
witched them! How effectually hath the god of 
this world blinded them! How ſtrong is the de- 
juſion! how uncircumciſed their ears! how ob- 


ae e hearts). Sai Had them at his beck. 
2 


But how long may I call, and can get no. anſwer 7 
Tho? I tell them there is death in the cup, yet 
they will take it up; tho' I tell them *tis the, 
broad way, and endeth in deſtruction, yet they will 
go on in it; I warn them, yet cannot win them; 
Sometimes I think the mercies of God will melt 


them, and his winning invitations will overcome 


them; but 1 find them as they were: ſometimes, 
that the terror of the Lord will perſuade them: 
yet neither will this do it. I am to them as the 
lovely ſong of one that hath a Pleniant voice, yet 
I cannot get them to come under Chriſt's: yoke. 
What - J do for the daughter of my people? 0 
Lord God, help. Alas! fall 1 leave them thus? If 
they will not hear me, yet. do thou hear me: O that, 


they may yet live in thy fight! Lord, ſave them, or 


elſe they periſh. My, heart would melt to ſee their 
houſes on fire about their ears, when. they were faſt 
aſleep in their beds; and ſhall not my 'ſout be moved 


withan me, to ſee them falling into endteſs perdition 
Lord, have compaſſion, and fave' them out of the 

burning put forth thy divine power, and the work. 
will be done 5 but as for Me, 1 cannot prevail. 
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nor covetous man, who ts an idolater, hath any in 
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a Shewing the Marks of the UNCONVERTED. 


| HEE: O all-ſearching Light, and let thy dif- 


cerning eye diſcover the rotten foundation 


of the ſelf-deceiver; and lead me, O Lord God, 


as thou didſt the prophet, into the chambers of 
Imagery, and dig through the wall of finners' 


Hearts, and diſcover the hidden abominations that 


are lurking out of fight. O ſend thy angel before 
me, as thou didſt before Peter, and make even the 


iron gates to fly open of their own accord. And as 


Fonathan no ſooner taſted the honey but his eyes 


were beit rue ſo grant, O Lord, that when 
the poor deceived ſouls 


ſhall caſt their eyes upon 
theſe lines, their minds may be illuminated, and 
their conſciences awakened; that they may ſee 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and be 
converted, and thou mayeſt heal them. | 


This muſt be premiſed, that tis certain men 
„ ee a confident perſuaſion that their hearts 
an 


ſtates are good, and yet be unſound. Yea, they 
may be confident they are rich, and increaſe in 
grace. There is a generation that are pure in their 
wa eyes, and yet are not waſhed from their filthinefs, 


Prov. xxx. 12. So that they are miſerably deceived 


that take a ſtrong confidence for a ſufficient evi- 


| dence. They that have no better proof than a 


ſtrong perſuaſion that. they are converted, are cer- 
tainly ſtrangers to converſion, ©} «— + 

But fome of the unconverted carry their marks 
in their forehead more openly; and: ſome in their 
hands more covertly, The m—_— reckons up ſome, 
upon whom he writes the fentence of death; as in 
theſe dreadful catalogues, which I beſeech you to 
attend to with all diligence, Eph. v. 5, 6. For this 
you know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean ale. 


cance 


back. 
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tance in the kingdom of Chriſt and of God. Let no 
man deceive you with vain words, for becauſe of theſe 
things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 


diſobedience, Rev. xxi. 8. But the fearful and 


unbelicving, and abominable, and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all 
gars, ſhall have their part in the lake that burneth with 


fire and Ar which is the ſecond death. 1 Cor. 
vi. 9, 10, 


now ye not that the unrighteous ſhall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with mankind, 
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God ; 
ſee Gal. v. 19, 20, 21, Woe to them that have 
their names written in theſe rolls; ſuch may know, 


as certainly as if God had told them from heaven, 


that they are under an impoſſibility of being 


ſaved in this condition. . 
Theſe (paſt all diſpute) are unconverted; they 


* 


carry their marks in their foreheads. | 
1. The Unclean. Theſe are ever reckoned amon 
the goats, and have their names in all the before- 
mentioned catalogues. 

2. The Covetous, Theſe are ever branded for 
idolaters, and the doors of the kingdom are ſhut 
againſt them by name. | „ 


g. Drunkards. Not only ſuch as drink away 


their reaſon, but ſuch as are ſtrong for ſtrong drink. 
The Lord fills his mouth with woes againſt theſe, 
and declares them to have no inheritance in the 
„ß TT ono CR 

4. Lyars. The God that cannot lye has told 
them, that there is no place for them in his 
J...... TITER WET, 

5. Swearers. The end of theſe, without deep and 
ſpeedy repentance, is ſwift deſtruction, - 
. Riker and backbiters, that take up a reproach 
againſt their neighbour, or wound him behind his 


7+ Thieves, 
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| 7. Thieves, extortioners, oppreſſors, that over- reach 


| their brethren, when they have them at an advan- 


tage: theſe muſt know that God is the avenger of 
all ſuch, 1 Theſl, iv. 6. Hear, O ye falſe and pur. 
loining and waſteful ſervants: hear, O ye deceitful 
tradeſmen, hear your ſentence: God will certainly 
hold his door againſt you, and turn your treaſures 
of unrighteouſneſs into the treaſures of wrath, and 
make your ill-gotten ſilver and gold to torment 
you, like burning metal in your bowels, 3 
8. All that live in the neglect of God's worſhip, that 
hear not his word, that call not on his name, that 
reſtrain prayer before God, that mind not their 
own or their family's ſouls. Y Is 


Sinner, conſider diligently whether thou art not 
to be found in one of thefe ranks; for if this be 
thy caſe, thou art in the gall of bitterneſs and bond 
of iniquity ; for all theſe carry their marks in their, 


foreheads, and are undoubtedly the ſons of death. 


And if fo, the Lord pity our poor congregations ;. 
O how ſmall a number will be left, when theſe are 
out! alas, on how many doors, on how many faces 
muſt we write, Lord, have mercy upon us!] Sirs, what. 
ſhift do you make to keep up your confidence of 


your good ſtate, when God from heaven declares 


againſt you, and pronounces you in a ſtate of dam- 
nation? Beloved, God hath written it as with a 


ſun-beam in the book by which you muſt be judged, : 


that none fuch G renewed by converting 
grace) ſhall eſcape the damnation of hell. _ 

And now I imagine many will begin to bleſs: 
themſelves, and think all is well, becauſe they 
cannot be ſpotted with grofs evils; but I muſt tell 


you, that there are another fort of unſanctified 


perſons that carry not: their, marks in their fore- 
heads, but more ſecretly in their hands; theſe fre- 
quently deceive themſelves and others, and paſs 
for good Chriſtians, Many paſs undiſcovered till 
death and judgment bring all to light. Brethren, I. 
: | > | ſeech 


conſideration, T. 
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beſeech you deeply to lay to heart this awakening 
That multitudes miſcarry by the hand 
of ſome ſecret fin that is not only hidden from others, 


but for want of obſerving their own hearts even from 
_ themſelves, A man may be free from open polluttons, 


and yet die at laſt by the fatal hand of ſome unob- 
ſerved iniquity, And there are theſe. following 
hidden fins, through which ſouls go down by 
numbers into the chambers of death. As you love 
your lives, read carefulty, with a holy jealouſy of 
yourſelves, leſt you ſhould be the perſons concerned. 


1. Wilful ignorance, O how many poor ſouls doth 
this fin kill in the dark! While they think verily 
they have good hearts, and are in the ready way to 
heaven! This is the murderer that diſpatcheth thou- 
ſands in a filent manner, when they ſuſpect no- 


thing, Ah! would it not have grieved a man's 


heart to have ſeen that woeful ſpectacle, when the 
Poor proteſtants were ſhut up (a multitude together) 
in a barn, and a butcher comes, and leads them 
one by one {blindfold) to a block, where he ſlew 
them one after another? But how much more 
ſhould your hearts bleed to think of the hundreds, 
in great congregations, that wilful ignorance doth 
butcher in ſecret, and lead blind fold to the block? 
Beware this be not your caſe: make no plea for 
ignorance: if you ſpare that fin, know that it will 
not ſpare you: and would a man keep a murderer 
in his boſom? | EY 
2. Secret. reſerves in clofing with Chriſt.” To for- 


ſake all for Chriſt, to hate Father and Mother, yea, 
aà a man's, own life for him; This is a hard ſaying. * 


Some will do much, but they will not be entirely | 
devoted to Chriſt; they muſt have the ſweet fin; 
they have ſecret exceptions for life, liberty, 
or eſtate. Many take Chriſt thus, hand over head, 
and never caſt up the coſt; and this error in the 


foundation mars all, and ſecretly ruins them for 


ever, 9 : 
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3. Formality in religion, Many. reſt in the out- 
fide of religion, in the external performances of 
holy duties. And this oft-times doth moſt effec- 
tually deceive men, and more certainly undo them 
than open looſeneſs. They hear, they faſt, they 
Pray they give alms, and therefore; will not be- 
lieve but their caſe is good. Whereas reſting in 
the work done, and coming ſhort of the inward 

ower of religion, they fall at laſt into the butning 
lake, from the confident perſuaſions of their bein 
in the ready way to heaven. O dreadful caſe, 
when a man's religion ſhall ſerve only to harden 
him, and effectually to deceive his ſoul! | 


4. Truſting in their own righteouſneſs. When men 
truſt in their own righteouſneſs, they reject Chriſt's. 
Beloved, you had need be watchful; for not only 
your ſins, but your duties,, may undo you; a man 
may as certainly miſcarry by his ſeeming righteouſ- 
nels as by groſs ſins; when he truſts to this as his 
righteouſneſs before God, for the ſatisfying his 
Juſtice, and obtaining of his own; pardon; for this 
is to put Chriſt out of office, and make a ſaviour 
of our own duties and graces, „ 


1185 The reſting in a certain pitch of religion. When 


they have ſo much as will ſave them (as they ſup- 


poſe) they look no farther, and ſo ſhew themſelves . 
ort of true grace, which will ever put men upon 


alpiring to further perfection. 


6. The love of the world. This is the iſure evidence 


of an unſanctified heart, 1 John ii. 15. 
But how cloſe doth this ſin lurk oft-times under 


a fair covert of forward profeſſion] Yea, ſuch a power 


of deceit is there in this ſin, that many times When 


every body elſe. can ſee the man's worldlineſs, he 
cannot ſee it himſelf, but hath ſo many colours, 
and excuſes, and pretences for his eagerneſs on the 
world, that he doth blind his own eyes, and periſh 
in his ſelf.deceit. How many are there, with 


whom the world hath more of their hearts than 


"= cf ; Chri ſt, 


it not. 
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Chriſt, who mind earthly things, and thereby are 
like to end in deſtruction? Yet aſk theſe men, and 
they will tell you confidently, they prize Chriſt 
above all; God forbid elſe! and ſee not their own 
earthly mindedneſs, for want of anarrow obſervation _ 
of the workings of their own hearts, Did they 
but carefully ſearch, they would quickly find that 
their greateſt content is in the world, Luke xii. 19. 
and their greateſt care and main endeavour is to 
get and ſecure the world; which are the certain 
diſcovery of an unconverted ſinner. | | 

7. Reſentment againſt thoſe that diſreſpect them, or 
are injurious to them, O how do many that ſeem 
to be religious remember injuries and carry grudges, 
and will return men as good as they bring, ren- 
dering evil for evil, directly againſt the rule of the 
goſpel, the pattern of Chriſt, and the nature of God. 
Doubtleſs where this evil is kept in the heart, that 
perſon is in a ſtate of death, h 

Reader, doth nothing of this touch thee? Art 


thou in none of the ſorementioned ranks? O ſearch, 


and ſearch again; take thy heart ſolemnly to taſk: 
woe unto thee, if, after thy profeſſion, thou ſhouldſt 


be found under the power of wilful ignorance, loſt 


in formality, drowned in earthly mindedneſs, en- 
venom'd with malice, or exalted in an opinion of 
thine own righteouſneſs; this would be a ſad dif. 


covery, that all thy religion was in vain, But I 


proceed, | > WF 
8, Pride. When men love the praiſe of men, 
more than the praife of God, tis certain they are 
yet in their ſins, When men tee not, nor groan 
under the pride of their own hearts, tis a ſign they 
are ſtark dead in fin, O how ſecretly doth this 
fin live and reign in many hearts, and they know _ 
g. Carnal ſecurity, or a ee confidence that 
teir condition is already good. Many cry, peace and 
ſafety, when ſudden deſtruction is coming upon 
them. Men are willing to cheriſh in themſelves 
85 upon 


| 
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upon ever ſo light grounds, a hope that their con- 
dition is good, and ſo look not out after a change, 
and by this means periſh in their fins. Are you at 
peace? Shew me upon what grounds your peace 1s 
maintained, Is it Scripture-peace? Can you ſhew 
the diſtinguiſhing marks of a ſound believer? If 
not, fear this peace more than any trouble; and 
know, that a carnal peace doth commonly prove 
the moſt mortal enemy of the poor foul? | 
By this time methinks I hear my readers crying 
out with the diſciples, Who then fhall be ſaved ? Set 
out from among our congregations all the profane 
on the one hand, and then all theſe ſorts of cloſe 
and ſelf-deceiving hypocrites on the other, and tell 
me then whether it be not a remnant that ſhall be 
ſaved. | „ „„ 
And now, conſcience, do thy office; ſpeak out, 
and ſpeak home to him that readeth theſe lines. 
If thou find any of theſe marks upon him, thou 
muſt pronounce him utterly unclean. Take not 
up a lie into thy mouth, ſpeak not peace to him, to 
whom God ſpeaks no peace. I require thee in the 
name of God, to go with me to the ſearch of the 
ſuſpected houſe. Wilt thou hold thy peace at ſuch 
a time as this? I adjure thee by the living God 
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A that thou tell us the truth. Is the man converted, 
1 or is he not? Doth he allow himſelf in any» way 
% 0 of. ſin, or doth he not? Doth he truly love, and 
i pleaſe, and delight in God, or not? Come, put it to 
1 _. How long ſhall this ſoul live at uncertainties? 
UE: O conſcience? bring in thy verdict. Is this man 
1 a new man, or is he not? How doſt thou find it? 
6 Hath there paſs'd a thorough and mighty change 
y 49 upon him, or not? When was the time, where was 
1 the place, or what was the means by which this 
0 0 thorough change was wrought in his ſoul? Speak, 
1 Conſcience; or if thou canſt not tell time and 
1 place, canſt thou ſhew Scripture- evidence that the 
1 work is done? Hath the man ever been taken off 
4 Es from 
Fog 
; 14 N — 


you take; be jealous, "ou not your own hearts, Run 
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from his falſe bottom, from the falſe hopes, and 
falſe peace wherein he once truſted ? Hath he been 
convinced of fin, and of his loſt and undone con- 
dition, and brought out of himſelf, and off from 
his fins, to give himſelf up entirely to Jeſus Chriſt? 
Or, doſt thou not find him to this day under the 
E of ignorance, or in the mire of profaneneſs ? 

aſt thou not taken upon him the gains of unrigh- 
teouſneſs? Doſt thou not find him a ſtranger to 
2 a neglecter of the word, a lover of this pre- 


ſent world? Doſt thou not often catch him in a 


lie? Doſt thou not find his heart fermented with 
malice, or burning with luſt, or going after his co- 
vetouſneſs ? Speak plainly to all the forementioned 
particulars: canſt thou acquit this man, this woman, 
from being one of the characters here deſcribed ? 
If he be found to be one of them, {et him afide; he 
muſt 'be converted, and made a new creature, or 
elſe he cannot enter into the kingdom of God, 
Beloved, be not your own betrayers, do not de- 
ceive your own hearts, nor ſet your hands to your 
own ruin, by a wilful blinding of yourſelves; Set 
up a tribunal in your own breaſts, bring the word 
and conſcience together. O! follow the ſearch 
till you have found how the caſe ſtands; miſtake 
here and periſh. | And ſuch is the treachery of the 
heart, the ſubtilty of the tempter, and the deceit- 
fulneſs of ſm; and withal, ſo common and eaſy it 
is to be miſtaken, that 'tis a thouſand to one but 


you will be deceived, unleſs you be very careful 


and impartial in the enquiry: - O! therefore ply 
your work, go to the bottom, ſearch with candles, 
weigh yourſelf in the balance, come to the ſtandard 
of the ſanctuary, bring your coin to the touchſtone. 
Satan is maſter of deceit; he can draw to the life, 
there is nothing but he can imitate: you cannot 
wiſh for any grace, but he can fit you to a hair with 
a counterfeit, Trade warily, look on every piece 
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to God fo ſearch you and try you; to examine you, 
and prove your reins. If other helps ſuffice not to 
bring all to an iſſue, but you are ſtill at a loſs, open 
pus caſes faithfully to ſome godly and faithful 

Miniſter, Mal. ii. 7, reſt not till you have put the 
buſineſs of your eternal welfare out of queſtion. 0 
&carcher of hearts, put thou this ſoul upon, and help 
tum in his ſearch. _ | Ps 


ey 


- 
3 


. 
Sewing the M ſeries of the Unconverted. 


80 unſpeakably dreadful is the caſe of every un- 
converted ſoul, that I have ſometimes thought, 
if I could but convince. men that they were yet 
n a great meaſure unregenerate, the work would be 
One, 64 | 1 | 

But I ſadly experience, that ſuch a ſpirit of 
Loth and flumber poſſeſſeth the unſanctified, that 

tho? they be convinced they are unconverted, yet 


they careleſsly fit ſtill: and what thro' pleaſures, or 


worldly. buſineſs, or noiſe and clamour of earthly 
cares and affeCtions, the voice of conſcience is 
drowned, and men go no farther than ſome cold 
withes, and general purpoſes of pug, 4 3 

Tis therefore of high neceſſity that I not only 
convince men that they are unconverted, but en- 


dcavour to bring them to a ſenſe of the fearful 


miſery of this ſtate. 3 6 
But, What tongue can tell the heirs of hell 
ſufficiently of their miſery, Where is the ready 
writer, whoſe pen can decypher their miſery that 
are without God in the world? Who inoweth (faith 


| Mofes) the power of thine anger? And how ſhall 1 


tell men that which I do not know? Yet ſa much 

we know, as one would think would ſhake the 

ys of that man that had the leaſt degree of 
nſe. e i on | 


But 


hell, pity thou the dead ſouls that lie here en- 
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But could I uncover the face of the deep and 
devouring gulph of Tophet, in all its terrors, and 
open the gates of the infernal furnace, alas, he hath 
no eyes to ſee it. He neither doth, nor can know, 
the things of God, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned. He is a child of darkneſs, and walks 
in darknefs. Yea, the light in him is dark neſs, 

Shall I ſound in his ear the terrible trump ot 
God's Judgments, that one would think ſhould 
make both his ears to tingle, looſe his joints, and 
make his knees ſmite one againſt another! Yet, 
hear.  - 1 | 3 5 

Which way then ſhall I come at the miſerable 
Objects that I have te deal with? Who ſhall make 
the heart of ſtone to relent? Or the lifeleſs car- 
caſe to feel and move? That God that is able of 
ſtones to rays up children unto Abraham, that loves 
to work like himſelf, beyond the hopes and belief 
of man; that peopleth his church with dry bones; 
he is able to do this, Therefore I bow tay knee to the 
moſt high God; and as our Saviour pray'd at the 
fepulchre of Lazarus, ſo doth your mourning mi- 
niſter kneel about your graves, and carry you in 
the arms of prayer 19 that God in whom your help 
is found, .. | rd og 
O thou all-powerful Jelovah, that workeſt, and 
none can let thee! that haſt the keys of death and 


alas, he perceives me not, he hath no ears to 


tombed, and roll away the grave-ſtone, .and ſay, as 


to Lazarus when already ſtinking, Come forth, 


Lighten thou this darkneſs, O inacceſſible light, 
and let the day-ſpring from on high viſit the we 
regions of the. dead, to whom 1 Peaks for thou 
canſt open the eyes that death itſelf hath cloſed, 
thou thai formedſt the ear, canſt reſtore the hearing; 
ſay thou to theſe ears Ephphatha, and they ſhall be 
opened. Give thou eyes to fee thine excellencies, 


a taſte that may reliſh thy ſweetneſs, a ſcent that 


may ſayour thy ointments, a feeling that may diſ- 
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cern the privilege of thy favour, the burden of thy 
wrath, the intolerable weight of unpardoned fin, 
and give thy ſervants order to propheſy to the dry 
bones, and let the effe&s of this propheſy be as of 
thy prophet, when he propheſied the Valley of dry 
bones into a living army exceeding great. But [ 


muſt proceed, as 1 am able, to unfold that myſtery, 


which no tongue can fully unfold, no heart can 


ſufficiently comprehend, Know therefore that 
while thou art unconverted, | 5 | 


1. The infinite God ts engaged a ainſt tee. 
Thou art not only without God, but God is 


againſt thee, O! if God would but ſtand a neuter, 


tho' he did not own or help the poor ſinner, his 
caſe were not ſo deeply miſerable, though God, 
ſhould give up the poor creature to the will of his 
enemies, to do their worft with him; though he 
ſhould deliver him over to the tormentors, that 
devils might tear and torture him to their utmoſt 

ower and ſkill, yet this were not half ſo fearful, 
But' God will ſet himſelf againſt the finner; and, 
believe fit, Tis a Falke thing to fall into the hands 
of the. living God. There is no. friend like him, 
no h Mike Fil, As much as heaven is above 
the earth, ſo much more horrible is it to fall into 


the hands of the living God, than into'the paws of 
bears or lions, yea, furies or devils, Thy deſtruc- 
tion ſhall come from the preſence of the Lord, 
2. Theſſ. i. 9. Tophet is deep and large, and the 
wrath of the Lord, like a river of brimſtone, doth 
kindle it, Ifa. xxx. 33. If God be againſt thee, 
who ſhall be for thee? If one man ſin nd 

another, the judge ſhall judge him; but if a man 
fin againſt the Lord, who ſhall intreat for him? 


> 


1 Sam. ii. 25. Tho, even thou art to be feared ; and 


* * 


who ſhall ftand in thy fight, when once thou art 


Sinner! methinks this ſhould go like a dagger to 


thy heart, to know that God is thine enemy: O 


_whither 


| thee. 
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Licher wilt thou go? Where wilt thou ſhelter 


thyſelf? There's no m_ for thee, unleſs thou lay 
down thy weapons, and ſue out thy pardon, and 
get Chriſt to ſtand thy friend, and make thy peace: 


f it were not for this, thou mighteſt go into ſome 
howling wilderneſs, and there pine in ſorrow, and 


run mad for anguiſh of heart and horrible deſpair: 
but in Chriſt there is a poſſibility of mercy for thee, 
yea, a proffer of mercy to thee, that thou mayeft 
have God to be more for thee than he is now againft 
thee; but if thou wilt not forſake thy fins, nor 
turn thoroughly and to ſome” purpoſe to God by a 
ſound Converfion, the wrath of God abideth on 
thee, and he proclaimeth himſelf to be againſt thee, 
as in the prophet Evzckiel,' v. 8. Therefore thus 
faith the Lord God, Behold, I, even 1 am againſt 


Firſt, his Fuſtice is like a flaming ſword un- 
ſheath'd againſt thee : If I whet my e ſword, 
und my hand take hold an judgment, I will render ven- 
eance to mine adverſaries, and will reward them that 
ate me: T will make mine arrows drunk with blood, 


c&c. Deut. #xxii. 41, 42. 


Divine Juftice is very tritt, it muſt have fatif- 
faction to the utmoſt farthing, it denounceth indig- 


nation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſi to every 
 Joul that doth evil. It curſeth every one that con- 
tinueth not in every thing that is written in the 


Law, to do it. The Juſtice of God to the unpar- 


doned ſinner, that hath a ſenſe of his miſery, is more 


terrible than the ſight of the judge and bench to the 
robber, or of the irons and gibbet to the guilty mur- 
derer. When Juſtice fits upon life and death, O 
what dreadful work doth it make with the 
wretched ſinner! Bind him hand and foot, caſt him 
into outer” 3 © there fhall be weeping and 
gnaſhing of 'teeth, Matt. xxii, 13. Depart from me, 
ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, Matt. xxv. 41, This is 
the'terrible ſentencethat Die pronounceth, Why, 
nner, by this ſevere Juſtice muſt thou be tried! 
95 „ And, 
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And, as God liveth, this killing ſentence ſhalt 
thou hear, unleſs thou repent and be converted. 
Secondly, The power f God is againſt thee. The 
glory of God's power is to be diſplay'd in the 


wonderful deſtrugtion of them that obey not the 


goſpel, 2 Theſ. i. 8, 9. He will male his power 
known in them, Rom. ix. 22. O man! art thou able 


to make thy party good with thy maker? No more 
than a reed againſt the cedars of God, or a Cock- 


boat againſt the tumbling oceaen. 
Sinner, the power of God's anger is againſt thee; 
and power and anger together make fearful work: 


*twere better thou hadſt all the world in arms 
againſt thee, than to have the power of God againſt 
thee. There's no eſcaping his hands,.no breaking 
his priſon, 4. The thunder of his power who can 
underſtand ? Job xxvi. 14. Unhappy man that ſball 


underſtand ĩt by mag it! If he will contend 
with him, he cannot anſwer him one of a thouſand, 


He is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength :. who 
hath hardened himſelf again 


thereof tremble ; who commandeth the ſun, and it 


riſeth not, and ſealeth up the ſtars ? Behold he 
taketh away, who can hinder him, who will ſay 
unto him, What doeſt thou? If God will not 


withdraw his anger, the proud-helpers do ſtoop 
under him,” gob ix. 3, 4, 5, 6, &c. And art thou a 
fit match for ſuch an antagoniſt? O / confider this, 


you that forget God, left he tear you. in pieces, and 


there be none to deliver you, Plalm l. 22. 
- Thirdly, The truth of Gad is againſt thee.', If he 


» 
1 
, 


be true and faithful, thou muſt periſh if thou goeſt 


on. Unleſs he be falſe to his word, thou muſt die, 
except thou repent. If we believe not, yet he 
abideth faithful, he cannot deny himſelf. That is, 
he is faithful to his threatnings as well as promiſes, 
and will ſhew his faithfulneſs in our confuſion, if 
Es ES 1 ö We 


q 
* 


him and proſper'd, 
who removeth the mountains, and they know it 

not; who overturneth them in his anger: who 
ſhaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars 


Ts 


71 


| vaileth,in pain, Rom. viii, 22, But what is it that 
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e believe not. God hath told thee, as plain as it 


can be ſpoken, that except thou be converted, thou 
alt in no wiſe enter into the kingdom. of heaven; an 
he abideth faithful, he-cannot deny himſelf : Be- 


loved, as the immutable faithfulneſs of God in his 


romiſe affords believers ſtrong conſolation, fo it 


is to unbelievers for ſtrong conſternation and con- 


fuſion. O ſinner, tell me, what ſhift doſt thou 


make to think of all the threatnings of God's word, 
that ſtand upon record againſt thee? Doſt thou 


believe they are truth or not? if not, thou art a 
wretched infidel; and therefore give over the 
name and hopes of a chriſtian. But if thou doſt 
believe them, O heart of ſteel that thou haſt, that 


canſt walk up and down in quiet, when the truth 


and faithfulneſs of God is engaged to deſtroy thee! 
that if the Almighty can do it, thou ſhalt ſurely 
periſh and be damned. Why man! the whole book 
of God doth. teſtify againſt thee, while thou re- 
maineſt unſanctified: it condemns thee in ev 

leaf, and is to thee like Ezekiel's roll, written within 
and without with lamentation, and mourning, and 
e, 3 ; 25 
No put all this together, and tell me if the caſe, 
af the unconverted be not deplorably miſerable : 
as we read of ſome perſons that had bound them- 
ſelves in an oath, and in a curſe, to kill Paul, ſo 
thou muſt know, O finner, to thy terror, that all 
the attributes of the infinite Goy are bound in an 
oath to deſtroy thee, Heb. i11.-18. O man! What 


wilt thou do? Whither wilt thou flee? If God's 
omniſciency can find thee, thou ſhalt not eſcape: 


if the true and faithful God will ſave his oath, 
zeriſh thou.muſt, except thou believe and repent :. 


if the, N hath power to torment thee, thou 
ectly miſerable in ſoul and body to all, 
eternity, unleſs it be prevented by ſpeedy converſion. 


ſhalt be per 


II. The whole Creation of God is againſt thee.. 
The whale: Creation (ſaith Paul) groaneth and tra- 
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| the Creation groaneth under ? Why, the fearful N 


abuſe that it is ſubject to, in ſerving unſanctified 
men. And what is it that the creation groaneth 
for? Why liberty from this abuſe ; for the creature 


15 eee Jubje to this bondage. If the unrea- | 
| inanimate creatures had ſpeech and rea- 


ſonable an 
Fon, they would cry out under it as a bondage un- 


ſufferable, to be abuſed by the ungodly, contrary to 


their natures and the ends which the great Creator 
made them for. It is a paſſage of an eminent di- 
vine, „There is never a creature, but if it had 
reaſon to know how it is abuſed till a man be con- 


verted, 'twould groan againſt him: the land would 


roan to bear him, the air would groan to give him 
Freathin , their houſes would groan to lodge them, 
their beds would-groan to eaſe them, their food to 
nouriſh them, their clothes to cover them, and the 
creature would groan to give them any help and 
comfort, ſo long as they hve in fin againſt God, 
Methinks this ſhould be a terror to an uncon- 
verted ſoul; to think he is a burden to the creation; 
Luke xiii. 7, Cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground? 
If the poor inanimate creatures could but ſpeak, 
they would ſay to the ungodly as Mofes to Hrael, 
% Muft we fetch you water out of the rosk, ye re- 
bels?“ Thy food would fay, Lord, muſt Tnourifh 
ſuch a wretch as this, and yield forth my ſtrength 
for him to diſhonour thee withal? No, I will 
choak him rather, if thou wilt give me permiſſion.“ 


The very air would ſay, Lord, muſt I give this 


man breath to ſet his tongue againſt heaven, and 
ſcorn thy people, and vent his pride, and wrath, 
and filthy communication, and oaths and blaſphemy 
againſt thee ? No, if thou but ſay the word, he 
ſhall be breathleſs for me.” A wicked man, the 
earth groans under him, and hell groans for him, 
till death fatisfies both, and unburdens the earth, 


and ſtops the month of hell with him. While the 


Lord of Hoſts is againſtthee, be ſure the Hoſt of the 
Lord is againſt thee, and all the creatures are, as it 
SORT 5 | „ - were, 
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were, up in arms, till upon a man's converſion the 
controverſy being taken up between God and him, 
he makes a covenant of peace with the creature 
for nm; e IS e 
III. The roaring Lion hath his full power upon 


thee, Thou art faſt in the paw of that Lion that is 


greedy to devour; * In the ſnare of the devil, led 


captive hy him at his will,” You pity the poor 
Indians that worſhip the devil for their god, but little 
think 'tis your own caſe, Why tis the common 
miſery of all the unſanctified, that the devil is their 
god. Not that they intend to do him homage, they 
will be ready to defy him, and him that ſhould ſay io. 
of them; but all this while they ſerve him, and come 
and go at his beck, and live under his government: 
his fervants you are to whom ye yield yourſelves 
to obey. ' O how many then will be found the 
real ſervants of the devil, that take themſelves for 
children of God! Doubtleſs the liar intends not a 
ſervice to Satan, but his own advantage: yet tis he, 
that ſtands in the corner unobſery 'd, and putteth the 


Doſt thou live in the practice of any known fin ?, 
know that thou art of the devil, Doſt thou hve in 
ſtrife, or envy, or malice? Verily he is thy father, 


” 


O dreadful caſe! however Satan may provide his 


ſlaves with diverſe pleaſures, yet it is but to roll 
them into. endleſs perdition. The ſerpent comes 
with the apple in his mouth, but thou ſeeſt not the 
deadly Ring in his tail, He that is now thy tempter, 
will one day be thy tormentor. O that I could but 
give thee to ſee, how mercileſs a tyrant thou gra- 
tifieſt, all whoſe pleaſure is, to ſet thee on work to 
make thy damnation ſure, and to heat the furnace 
hotter and hotter, in which thou muſt burn for' 
millions and millions of ages. 
IV. The guilt of all thy . fins lies like a mountain. 
upon thee. Poor ſoul! thou feel'ſt it not, but this is 
that which ſeals thy miſery upon thee, While 
unconverted, none of thy fins are mn 

=}; | 8 | How 
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How light ſoever you may make of it now, you 
will one day find the guilt of unpardoned fin to be 


a heavy burden, This is a milſtone, which whoſo- 
ever falleth upon, fhall be broken; but upon whomſo- 


ever it hall fall, it fhall 70 him to powder, Matt. 
xxi. 44. What work did it make with our bleſſed 


Saviour! It preſſed the very blood out of his veins, 


and broke all his bones. And if it did this in the 
green tree, what will it doin the diy! ) 
O think of thy caſe in time, Canſt thou think 


of that threat without trembling, Ye all die in 


your fins? John viii, 24, O better were it for thee 
to die inagoal, in a ditch, in a dungeon, than die in 


thy fins, If death, as it will take away all thy other 


comforts, would take away thy fins too, it were 
ſome mitigation; but thy ſins will! follow thee, 
when thy friends leaye thee, and all worldly enjoy- 
ments ſhake hands with thee: thy fins will not die 
with thee, as a priſoner's other debts will, but 
they will go to judgment with thee, there to be thy 
accuſers! and they will go to hell with thee, there 
to be thy tormentors,. Better to have ſo many 
fiends abaut thee, than thy fins to fall upon thee 
and faſten on thee, O the work that theſe will 
make! O look over thy debts in time, how much 


thou art in the books of every one of God's laws: 


how is every one of God's. commandments ready to 
arreſt thee, and take thee by the throat, for thy in- 
numerable bonds it hath upon thee? What wilt 
thou do then, when they ſhall all together lay in 
againſt thee? Hold open the eyes of conſcience to 


conſider this, that thou mayeſt deſpair of thyſelf, 


and be driven to Chriſt, and fly for refuge, to lay 


hold on the hope that is ſet before thee. 3 

V. Thy raging luſts do miſerably enſlave thee. 
While unconverted, thou art a very ſervant to fin, 
it reigns over thee, and holds thee under its do- 


minion, till thou art brought within the bonds of 
God's covenant, | | 9 
\ 


What 


2 E S 323 


THE MISERIES OF THE UNCONVERTED, $83 


What a woful ſpectacle was the poor wretch that 


was poſſeſſed with the 2 Would it not have 


grieved thy heart to have ſeen him among the 
tombs cutting and wounding himſelf? This is thy 
cale, ſuch is thy work, every ſtroke is a thruſt at 
thy heart. Conſcience indeed is now aſleep; but 
when death and judgment ſhall bring thee to 
thy ſenſes, then wilt thou feel the raging ſmart 
and anguiſh of every wound. : fo 
VI. The furnace of eternal vengeance is heated 
ready for thee. Hell and deſtruction open their 
mouths upon thee, they gape for thee, they groan 


for thee, waiting as it were with a greedy eye, as 
thou ſtandeſt upon the brink, when thou wilt drop 


in. If the wrath of men be as the roaring of a lion, 
more heauy than the 2 what is the wrath of the 
infinite God! If the burning furnace heated in 
Nebuchadnezzar's fiery rage, when he commanded 
it to be made yet ſeven times hotter, was fo fierce 
as to burn up even thoſe that drew near it to throw 
the three children in, how hot is that burning oven 
of the Almighty's fury! ſurely this is ſeventy times 
ſeven more fierce, What thinkeſt thou, O man, 
of being a faggot in hell to all eternity? Can thy 
heart endure, or can thine hands be ſtrong in the day 
that I. all deal with thee, faith the Lord of hoſts? 
Canſt thou abide the everlaſting burnings, canſt 
thou dwell with conſuming fire? When thou ſhalt 
be as glowing iron in hell, and thy whole body 
and foul ſhall be as perfectly poſſeſſed by God's 
burning vengeance, as the . ſparkling iron 
when heated in the fierceſt forge: Thou canſt not 
bear God's whip, how then wilt thou endure his 

ſcorpions? Thou art even cruſhed, and ready to wiſh 

thyſelf dead, under the weight of his finger, how 

then wilt thou bear the weight of his loins? How 

wilt thou endure, when God ſhall pour out all his 

vials, and ſet himſelf againſt thee, to torment 5 0 | 
| : when 


— 


- 
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when he ſhall make thy conſcience the tunnel b 
which he will be pouring his burning wrath into 
thy ſoul for ever, and when he ſhall fill all thy 
pores as full of torment as they are now full of ſin; 
when immortality ſhall be thy miſery, and to die the 
death of a brute, and be ſwallowed in the gulph of 
annihilation, would be ſuch a felicity, as a whole 
eternity of wiſhes, and an ocean of tears ſhall never 
"purchaſe? Now thou canſt put off the evil day, and 
canſt laugh and be merry, and forget the terror of the 
Lord; but how wilt thou hold out,” or hold up, 
when God will caſt thee into a bed of torments, 
and make thee to lie down in forrow? When roar- 
ings and blaſphemy ſhall be thy only muſic, and 
the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured 
out without mixture into the cup of his indig- 
nation, ſhall be thy only drink? when thou ſhalt 
drau in flames for thy breath, and the horrid ſtench 
of ſulphur ſhall be thy only perfume ? In a word, 
when the ſmoke of thy torment ſhall aſcend for 
ever, and thou ſhalt have no reſt night or day, no 
_ reſt in thy conſcience, no eaſe in thy bones, but 
thou' ſhalt be an execration, and an aſtoniſhment, 
and a curſe, and a reproach for evermore. © 
DOD finner! ſtop and conſider: if thou art a man, 
and not T Gonſelcly block, conſider: bethink thy- 
ſelf where thou ſtandeſt; why, upon the very brink 
of this furnace. As the Lord liveth, and thy foul 
liveth, there is but a ſtep between thee and this, 
Thou knoweſt not when thou lieft down, but thou ; 
mayeſt be in before the morning: thou knoweſt 
not when thou riſeſt, but thou mayeſt drop in 
before night, Dareſt thou make light of this? 
Wilt thou go on in ſuch a dreadful condition, as 
if nothing ailed thee? If thou putteſt it off, and 
ſayeſt, This doth not belong to thee, look again over 
the foregoing chapter, and tell me the truth: are 
none of theſe black marks found upon thee! Do 
b | | not 
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not blind thine eyes, do not deceive thyſelf; ſee 
thy miſery while thou may'ſt prevent it: think 
what it is to be a vile caſt-out, a damned reprobate, 
a veſſel of wrath, into which the Lord will be 


3 out his tormenting fury while he hath a 


eing. S . | 
Divine wrath is a fierce (Deut. xxxii. 22.) de- 


vouring (Iſa. xxxiii. 14.) everlaſting (Matt. xxv. 
41.) unquenchable fire, (Matt. iii. 12.) and thy 


ſoul and body muſt be the fuel upon which it muſt 
be feeding for ever, unleſs thou conſider thy ways, 
and ſpeedily turn to the Lord by a found con- 
verſion. 8 | „ 
And is this true indeed? Is this thy miſery? 
Yea, it is as true as God is, Better open thine 
eyes, and ſee it now, while thou may'ſt remedy it; 
than blind and harden thyſelf, till (to thy eternal 
ſorrow) thou ſhalt feel what thou wouldſt not be- 
lieve: and if it be true, what doſt thou mean, to 
loiter, and linger in ſuch a caſe as thi ? 
Alas for thee, poor man! how effetually hath 
fin undone thee, and deprived thee even of thy 
reaſon to look after thine own everlaſting good! O 
miſerable caitiff! what ſtupidity hath ſurpriſed 
thee? O let me knock up and awake this ſleeper, 
Who dwells within the walls of this fleſh? Is there 
ever a ſoul here, a rational underſtanding foul? 
Or, art thou only a walking ghoſt, a ſenſeleſs lump? 
Art thou a reaſonable foul, and yet ſo far brutified, 


as to forget thyſelf immortal, and to think thyſelf 


to be as the beaſts that periſh! O unhappy ſoul, 
that waſt the glory of man, the mate of angels, and 
the image of God! that waſt God's pee 
in the world, and hadſt the ſupremacy amongſt the 
creatures and the dominion over thy Maker's 
works! art thou now become a ſlave to ſenſe, a ſer- 
vant to fo baſe an idol as thy belly, for no higher 
felicity than to heap together a little refined earth, 
no more ſuitable to thy ſpiritual immortal nature, 
than the dirt and ſticks? O why doſt thou not be- 
1 H ; think 
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think thee, where thou ſhalt be for ever? Death is. 
at hand, the Judge is even at the door, Yet a little 
while, and time ſhall be no longer. And wilt thou 
run the hazard of continuing in ſuch a ſtate, in 
which if thou be overtaken, thou art irrecoverably 
miſerable. i | | i 
Come then, ariſe, and attend thy neareſt con- 
ceruments: tell me, whither art thou going? What! 
weilt thou live in ſuch a courſe, wherein every act 
is a ſtep to perdition; and thou doſt not know but 
the next night thau may'ſt make thy bed in hell? 
O! if thou haſt a ſpark of reaſon, conſider and 
turn and hearken to thy friend, who would ſhew . 
thee thy. preſent miſery, that thou mighteſt eſcape, 
and be eternally bappy. 35 Ex 
Fear what the Lord faith: Fear ye not me, ſaith. 
the Lord? Mill ye not tremble at my preſence? Jer. 
v. 22. O ſinners! do you make light of the wrath. 
to come? I am lure there is a time coming, when 
you will not make light of it. Why, the very devils 
believe and tremble. What! you more hardened 
than they? Will you run upon the edge of the 
rock? Will you play at the hole of the aſp? Will. 
you putyour hand upon the cockatrice-den? Will 
you. dance upon the fire till you are burnt? Or 
dally with devouring wrath as if you were at a 
aint of indifferency whether you did eſcape or 
endure it? There is nothing ſo diſtracted as 
the, walful ſinner, that goeth on in his uncon- 
verted ſtate, as if nothing ailed him. Is it 
wiſdom to dally with the ſecond death, or to 
venture into the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimſtone, as if thou wert but going to waſh thee, 
er: to ſwim for thy Rein ilt thou, as it 
were, jump into eternal flames, as the children 
thro' the bonfkre? What ſhall I ſay? I can find 
out no expreſſion, no compariſon, whereby to ſet 
farth the 3 diſtraction of that ſoul that will 


Awake, 


F 
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Awake, awake, O ſinner! arife and take thy 
flight: there is but one door that thou may'ſt flee 
by, and that is the ſtrait door of converſion. Un- 
leſs thou turn unfeignedly from all thy fins, and 
come unto Jeſus Chriſt, and take him for the Lord 
thy righteouſneſs, and walk in him in holineſs and 


newneſs of life, —as the Lord liveth, it is not more 


certain that thou art now out of hell, than that thou 


ſhalt without fail be in it, but a few days or nights 


hence. O ſet thy heart to think of thy caſe, Is 
not thine everlaſting miſery or welfare that which 


doth deſerve a little conſideration? Look again 
over the miſeries of the unconverted. If the Lord 
hath not ſpoken by me, regard me not; but if it be 


the very word of God, that all this miſery lies 
upon thee, what a cafe art thou in! Is it for one 
that hath his ſenſes, to live in ſueh a condition, and 
not to make yo — expedition for preventing 
his utter ruin? O man! who hath bewitched thee, 
that in the matters of this preſent life thou ſhouldſt 


de wiſe enough to forecaſt thy buſineſs; and fore 
_ fee thy danger; but in matters of everlaſting con- 
ſequence chou 5 
. cerned thee ? Why, is it nothing to thee to have 
all the attributes of God engaged -againſt thee ? 
Canſt thou do well without his favour? Canſt thou 
_ eſcape his hands, or endure his vengeance? Doſt 


ldſt be careleſs, as if they little con- 


thou hear the creation groaning under thee, and 


hell, groaning for thee, and yet think thy caſe 
good enough? Art thou in the paw of the lian, 


under the power of corruption, in the dark noi- 
ſome priſon, working out thy own damnation, 
and is not this worth confidering? Doſt thou 
laugh at hell and deſtruction, or canſt thou drink 
the envenomed cup of the Almighty's fury, as if it 
were but a common potion ? | | 

Eeird up now thy loins like a man, for I will demand 
of thee, and anſwer thou me. Art thou ſuch a le- 
viathan, as that the ſcales of thy pride ſhould keep 


| thee from thy Maker's coming at thee ? Wilt thou 
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_ eſteem his arrows as ſtraw, and the inſtruments of 
death as rotten wood? Art thou the chief of all 
the children of pride, even that thou ſhouldſt count 

is darts as ſtubble, and laugh at the ſhaking of his 
ſpear? Art thou made without fear, and con- 
temneſt his barbed irons? Art thou like the. horſe 
that paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his 
ſtrength? Doſt thou mock at fear, and art not af- 
frighted, neither turneſt back from God's ſword, 
when his quiver rattleth againſt thee, the glittering 
{peax and 6 ſhield? Well, if the threats of the 
word will not awaken thee, I am ſure death and 
judgment will. O what wilt thou do, when the 
Lord cometh forth againſt thee, and in his fury 
falleth upon thee? If when Daniel's enemies were 
caſt into the den of lions, both they and their 
wives and their children, the hons had the maſtery 

of them, and brake all their bones in pieces ere 
ever they came at the bottom of the den; what 
ſhall be done with thee, when thou falleſt into the 
hands of the living God, when he ſhall cruſh thee 
into a thouſand pieces in his wrath?  _ - 
O] do not then contend with God l. Repent and 
- be converted, ſo none of this ſhall come upon thee; 
Iſa. lv. 6, 7. Seel ye the | Lard, while he may be 
ound call on him, whale he is near ; let the wicked 
forſake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
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Containing Diszcrioxs for Convention. 


| | re thou readeſt theſe Directions, I charge. 
thee before God and his boly angels, thou re- 
folve to follow them. (as far as conſcience hall be 
convinced of their agreeableneſs to God's word) 
and call in his aſſiſtance that they may fucceed : 
and as I have ſouglt the Lord, and confulted his 
Oracles, what advice to give thee, ſo muſt thou en- 
tertain it with that awe, reverence, and purpoſe of 
obedience, which the word of the living God doth 


1 N 7; 4 . 
ow then attend: Set thine heart unto all that F. 


18 


{ us 


Hall teftify unto thee this day ; for it is not a, vain 


thing, it dg your life, This is the end of all that has 
been fpoken hitherto, to bring you to make uſe of 
God's means for your converſion. - I would not. 
trouble you, nor torment you before your tune, with 
the thoughts of your eternal miſery, but in order to 
your making your eſcape, Were you ſhut up un- 
der your preſent mifery without remedy, it were 
dut mercy to let you alone, that Pexty might take 
that poor comfort you are capable of in this World; 
but you may yet be happy, if you do not wilfully 
refuſe the means of your recovery; behold, I hold, 
open the door to you; ariſe, take your flight : : 
fet the way of life before you, walk in it, and yow. 
ſhall live, and not die. It grieves me to think you 


| ſhould be your own murderers, and throw your- 


ſelves headlong, when God cries out to you, ſpare 


Goa it not grieve a perſon of any humanity, 
if in the time of a rags plague he ſhould have a 
receipt that would infllibly cure all the country, 


and recover the-moſt hopeleſs patients, and yet his. 
friends and neighbours ſhould die by hundreds 
about him, becauſe they would. not uſe it? Mew, 
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his leave? As thou muſt, if ever thou come thi- 


into a thorough examination of th. 
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and brethren, tho! you carry the certain ſymptoms of 
death, yet I have a receipt that will cure you all: 
follow but theſe directions, and if you do not then 
win heaven, I will be content to lofe it. 
Hear then, O ſinner! and as ever thou wouldſt 
be converted, embrace this counfel. . 


Direct. I. Set it down as an undoubted truth, that 
it ic — for thee ever to get to heaven in this un- 
converted ſtate. Can any other but Chriſt ſave 
thee? And he tells thee he never will do it, ex- 
cept thou be converted. Doth he not keep the 
keys of heaven? And canſt thou get in without 
ther without a thorough renovation. e 
Direct. II. Labour to get a tively ſenſe and feeling 
of thy "opt Till men are weary and heavy-laden, . 
and-fick of fin, they will not come to Chriſt for 
eafe and cure. They muſt ſet themſelves down 
for dead men before they will come to Chriſt, that 
they may have life. Labour therefore to ſet all thy 
fins in order before thee, never be afraid to look 
upon them, but let thy ſpirit make diligent fearch. 
Inquire into thine heart, and into ny life; enter 
| If, and all thy 
Is, that thou may'ſt make a full diſcovery; and 
call in the help of God's Spirit, for it is his work 
[convince of ſin. Spread all before the face of 


thy confcience, till thy heart and eyes be ſet 


abroach: leave not ſtriving with God, and thy 
own foul, till it cry out under the ſenſe of thy ſins, 
What muſt I do to be ſaved. To this purpoſe, 
Meditate on the numeroufneſs of thy fins. ' David's 
heart failed when he thought of this, and conſidered 
that he had more ſins than hairs. This made him 
cry out upon the multitude of God's tender. mer- 
cies. Look backward : where was ever the place, 
What was ever the time, in which thou dak not 
fin? Look inward; what part or power eanſt thou 
find in ſoul or body, but it is poiſoned with 71 p. 
454 ; ; : E 4 - at 


Oo 
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What duty doſt thou ever perform, into which 


poiſon-is not ſhed ? O how great is the ſum of thy: 
debts, who haſt been all thy life running upon thy. 


books, and never didſt nor canſt pay off one penny? 


Look over the ſin of thy nature, and all its curſed 


| brood, the finsof thylife: call to mind thy omiſſions, 


commiſſions, the ſins of thy thoughts, words, and 
actions, the ſins of thy youth, and the ſins of thy years. 


Be not like a deſperate bankrupt, that is afraid to. 
look over his books: read the records of conſcience 


CO Theſe books mult be opened ſooner or 
ates: | 12 1 . 
. Meditate on the aggravations of thy fins, as they. 
are the grand enemies of the God of thy life, and of 
the life of thy ſoul. In a word, they are the public 
enemies of all mankind. O man! how canſt thou 
make ſo light of fin? This is the traitor that ſucked. 
the blood of the Son.of God, that ſold him, that 
mocked him, that ſcourged him, that ſpat in his 


face, that digged his hands, that —_—_ his fide, 


that preſſed his ſoul, that mangled his body, that 
never left him; till it had bound him, condemned 


him, nailed him, crucified him, and put him to an 


apen- ſhame; This is that deadly poiſon, ſo 
powerful of operation, . as that one drop of -it ſhed 
on the root of mankind, hath. corrupted, ſpoiled, 
iſoned, and undone his whole race at once. 
his is the bloody executioner, that hath killed the 
prophets, | burnt the -martyrs, murdered all the 
apoſtles, all the patriarchs, all the kings and po- 
tentates, that has deſtroyed cities, ſwallowed em- 
ires, butchered and devoured whole nations. 
Vhatever was the weapon it was done by, ſin 
was it that did the execution. Doſt thou yet think 
it but a ſmall thing ? If Adam and all his children 
could be dug out of their graves, and their bodies 
piled up to heaven, and an inqueſt were made, 
what matchleſs murderer was guilty of all this 
blood, it would all be found in the ſkirts of ſin. 


Study the nature of fan till thy heart inclines to, 


0:5 | fear 


— = 7 


— 


— = eee 


ͤ8Ä— — — — oo co 7 


No 


N — EFT 
Err 


* E id 2 3 k 5 I l o 
en: a LY, IT” \ 


= _ — — 
a * — 
— oe 


- — 
— — — <> — — 
Ws ym nn — 
— 52 2 * 


2 


= I —— 


33 Fax 


S wr. 


Say 


- = 


— 


— 
— = > 
* — ww — E 


I —_—_ 


92 DIRECTIONS FOR CONVERSION, 


fear and loath it; and meditate on the aggravations 
of thy particular fins, how thou haſt ſinned againſt 
all God's warnings, againſt thy own prayers, againſt. 
morcies, againſt correction, againſt light, againſt 
love, againſt thine own reſolutions, againſt pro- 
miſes, vows, and covenants of better obedience. 
Charge thy heart home with theſe things till it bluſh. 
for ſhame, and be brought out of all good opinion 
of itſelf. LY Sow . 
Meditate on the deſert of fin. It crieth to heaven; 
it calls for vengeance. Its due wages is death and 
damnation; it pulls the curſe of God upon the fout 
and body. The leaſt finful word or thought lays 
thee under the infinite wrath of God Almighty, 
O what a load of wrath, what a weight of curſes, 
what a treaſure of vengearice, have all the millions 
of thy ſins then deferved! | 5 ü 
Above all other ſins, fix the eye of confederation on 
the fin of thy nature. It is to little purpoſe to lop off 
the branches, while the root of corruption remains 
untouched. In vain do men leave out the ſtrea 
when the fountain is running that fills up all again. 
Study how deep, how clofe, how permanent is thy 
natural pollution, how untverfal it is; cry out, 
with Paul's. feeling, upon thy body as dead. Look 
into all thy parts and powers, and {ce what un- 
clean veſſels, what dunghills, what ſinks they are 
become. The heart is never foundly broken till 
thoroughly convinced of the heinouſneſs of ori- 
ginal fin, Here fix thy thoughts, this is that which 
makes thee backward to all good, prone to all evil; 
that ſheds blindneſs, pride, prejudice, unbelief, into 
thy mind; enmity, inconſtancy, - obſtinacy, inte 
thy will; mordinate heats and colds into thy af. 
fections; infenſibleneſs, benummedneſs, unfaith- 
fulneſs, into thy. conſcience; and, in a word, hath 
t every wheel in thy foul out of order, and made 
xt of an habitation of holineſs, to become a very 
hell of iniquity, This is what hath defiled, cor- 
rupted, perverted all thy members, and turned them 
| | inte 
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into weapons of unrighteouſneſs, and ſervants of 
fin, And wilt thou yet be in love with thyſelf, 
and tell us any longer of thy good heart? O never 
leave, meditating on the deſperate contagion of ori- 
inal corruption, till with the deepeſt ſhame and 
orrow thou ſmite on thy breaſt, and, with 705, 
abhor thyſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes, 
Direct. III. Strive to affect thy heart with a deep 
ſenſe of thy preſent miſery. Read over the foregoing 
chapter again and again, and get it into thy heart. 
Remember,. when thou lieſt down, that for ought 
thou knoweſt thou may'ſt awake in flames; and 
when thou. riſeſt up, that by. the next night thou 
may'ſt make thy bed in hell. Is it a trifling matter to 
live in ſuch a fearful caſe; to ſtand tottering upon 
the brink of the bottomleſs pit, and to live at the 
mercy of every diſeaſe, that if it will but fall upon 
. thee, will ſend thee forthwith into the burnings. 
Suppoſe thou ſaweſt a condemned wretch hanging 
. over Nebuchadnezzar's burning fiery furnace by 
: nothing but a thread, which was ready to break 
every moment, would not thy heart tremble for 
ſuch a one? Why, thou art the man ?. this is thy 
very caſe, O man, woman, that readeſt this, if thou 
be yet unconverted, What if the thread of thy 
life ſhould break ? (why, thou knoweſt not but it 
may be the next night, yea, the next moment) 
. where wouldſt thou be then? Whither - wouldſt 
thou drop? Verily into the lake that burns with 
fire and brimſtone, where thou muſt lie ſcalding 
and ſweltering in a fiery ocean while God hath a 
being, af thou die in thy preſent.caſe. - 5 
Direct. IV. Settle it upon thy heart, that thou art 
under everlaſting inability ever to recover thyſelf. Ne- 
ver think thy praying, reading, hearing, confeſling, 
amending, will do the cure; theſe muſt be attended 
to, but thou art undone if thou reſteſt in them. Thou 
art a loſt man, if thou hopeſt to eſcapedrowning on 
any other plank but Jeſus Chriſt, Thou muſt unlearn 
_ thyſelf, and renounce thine own, wiſdom, thine 
WET 12s | | own 


T © 3 Tg ws 


E. , 


* 
„ 


94 


own righteouſneſs, thine own ſtrength, and throw 
_ thyſelf wholly upon Chriſt, as a man that ſwims 
caſts himſelf upon the water, or elſe thou canſt not 
eſcape, While men truſt in themſelves, and eſta- 
bliſh their own righteouſneſs, and have confidence 
in the fleſh, they'll not come ſavingly to Chriſt. Can 
the lifeleſs carcaſe looſe the bands of death? Then 
may'it thou recover thyſelf, who ait dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins, and under an impoſſibility of ſerv- 
ing thy Maker acceptably in this condition. There- 
fore when thou goeſt to pray, or meditate, or to 
do any of the duties to which thou art here di- 
reed, call in the help of the Spirit, as deſpairing 
to do any thing 094 mg to God in thine own 
ſtrength; yet negle& not thy duty, but lie at the 
pool, and wait in the way of the Spirit, Strive to 
give up thyſelf to Chriſt; ſtrive to pray, ſtrive to 
. meditate, ſtrive a hundred and a hundred times, 
try to do it as well as thou canft; and while thou 
art endeavouring in the way of thy duty, the ſpi- 
rit of the Lord will come upon thee, and help 
" thee to do what of thyſelf thou art utterly unable 
to e g Prov. 1. 23. by „ 
Direct. V. Forthwith renounce all thy ſens, If thou 
' yield thyſelf to the practice of ar ſin, thou art 
undone, In vain doſt thou hope for life by Chriſt, 
except thou depart from iniquity. Forſake thy 
ſins, or elſe thou canſt not find mercy, Thou 
canſt not be married to Chriſt, except divorced 
from fin; give up the traitor, or you can have no 
peace in heaven. Caſt the head of Sheba over the 
wall; keep not Del:lak in the lap: thou muſt part 
with thy "i or with thy ſoul: ſpare but one fin, 
and God will not fpare thee. Never make ex- 
cuſes, thy fins muſt die, or thou muſt die for-them. 
If thou allow of one fin, tho' but a little, a ſecret 
one, tho* thou may'ft plead neceſlity, and have an 
hundred ſhifts and excuſes for it, the life of thy 
foul muſt go for the life of that fin. And will it 
not be dearly bought? ͤö‚«; £569 
s | O finner? 
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O ſinner! hear and conſider; if thou wilt part 
with thy ſins, God will give thee his Chriſt. Is 
not this, a fair exchange? I teſtify unto thee 
this day, that if thou periſh, 'tis not becauſe 
there was never a Saviour provided, nor life 


tendered, but becauſe thou preferredſt (with the 


Jew) the murderer before thy Saviour, fin before 
CurisrT, and dovedſt darkneſs rather than light, 

Labour therefore to find out thy ſins, enter into 
thy cloſet, and conſider, What evil have I liv'din? - 
What duty have I neglected towards God? What 
fin have I liv'd in againſt my brother? And now 
ſtrike the darts thro' the heart of thy fin, as 7oab 
did thro' Abjalom's. Never ſtand looking upon 
thy ſin, nor rolling the morſel under thy tongue, 
but ſpit it out as poiſon, with fear and deteſtation. 


Alas! what will thy fins do for thee, that thou 


ſhouldſt ſtagger at parting with them? They.awill 
flatter thee, but they'll undo thee and cut thy 
throat whith they ſmile upon thee, and poiſon thee. 
while they pleaſe thee, and arm the Juſtice and 
wrath of the infinite God againſt thee. They will 
open hell for thee, and pile up fuel to burn thee, 
Away with them, crucify them, and let Chriſt only 
be Lord over thee. | 
Direct. VI. Make a ſolemn chaice of God for thy 


" lefſedneſs. With all poſſible devotion and vene- 


ration avouch the Lord for thy God, Set the 
world, with all its glory, with all its pleaſures and 
promotions, on the one hand? and ſet God, with 
all his infinite excellencies on the other? And ſee 


chat thou deliberately make thy choice. Take up 


thy reſt in God; ſit thee under his ſnadow; let his 
promiſes and perfections turn the ſcale againſt all 


the world. Settle it upon thy heart, that the Lord 


is an all- ſufficient portion, that thou canſt not be 
milerable while thou haſt God to live upon: take 
him for thy ſhield, and exceeding great reward. 
God alone is more than all the worid, content thy- 
iclf with him: let others carry the preferments and 

| HOT TY. glory # 
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glory of the world, place thou thy happineſs in his 
favour, and the light of his countenance. Take 
him as God, to be chief in thy affections, eſtima-. 
tions, intentions, for he will not endure to have 
any ſet above him. In a word, Thou muſt take 


him in all his perſonal Relations, and in all his % 
fential Perfections. I | 


Firſt, In all his perſonal Relations. God the Fa- 
ther muſt be taken for thy Father. O come to him 
with the prodigal, Father, I have finned againſt 
feght, and am not worthy to be 
called thy Jon ; but fince of thy wonderful mercy thou 
art pleaſed to take me, that am of myſelf a dog, a 


ſwine, a devil, to be a child, I ſolemnly take thee for 


my Father, commend myſclf to thy care, and truſt to 
thy. Providence, and caſt my burden on thy ſhoulders, I 
renounce all confidence in myſelf, 1 repoſe my confidence 
in thee, Again, God the Son muſt be taken for thy 
Saviour, for thy Redeemer, and Righteouſneſs, 
He muſt be accepted as the only way to the Father, 
and the only means of life. Laſtly, God the Spi- 
rit muſt be taken for thy SanCiker, for thy Advo- 
cate, thy Counſellor, thy Comforter, the Teacher 
of thy 1gnorance, the Pledge and Earneſt of thy 


- inheritance, | | 


Secondly, In all his effential Perfections. Conſider 
how the Lord hath reveal'd himſelf to you in his 
word; will you take him as ſuch a God? O fin- 
ner, here's the moſt blefled news that ever came 
to the ſons of men, The Lord will be thy God, Gen, 
xVii. 7. Rev. xxi. g. if thou wilt but cloſe with 
him in his excellencies, Wilt thou have the mer- 
ciful, the gracious, the ſin- pardoning God to 1 7 


God? O yes, (ſaith the ſinner) I am undone elſe. 
But the Father tells thee, I am the holy and fin- 
-hating God; if thou wilt be own'd as one of my 


ople, thou muſt be holy, 1 Pet. 1. 16, holy in 
een eee in | fe; thou muſt put away all thy 
iniquities, be they ever ſo near, ever ſo natural, 
ever ſo neceſſary to thy maintaining thy fleſhly * 
TD, 1 tereſt. 


fully part wit 
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tereſt. Unlefv'thow wilt be at defiance with fin, I 
cannot be thy God, What doth thine heart an- 
ſwer? „Lord, I deſire to have thee_asſuch a God; 


| I'defire' to be holy as thou art holy, to be made 


partaker of thy holineſs. I love thee not only for 
thy goodneſs and mercy, but for thy holineſs and 
urity. I take thy holineſs for my happineſs; O 
bo to me a fountain of holineſs, ſet on me the 
ſtamp and impreſs of thy holineſs; I will thank- 
N all my. fins at thy command: my 

wilful ſins I do forthwith forſake; and for mine 
infirmities which I cannot get rid of, I will ſtrive 
againſt them in the uſe of the means: I deteſt them, 
and will pray againſt them, and never let them 
have quiet reſt in my ſoul. Beloved, whoſoever 
of you will thus accept of the Lord for his God, 
e TT HITS . 
Again he tells you, I am the all. ſuſicient God, 


Sen. Xvii. 1. Will you lay all at my feet, and give 


it up to my diſpoſal, and take me for your only 
portion? Will you own and honour my All. ſuffi- 
ciency? Will you take me as your happineſs and 
treaſure, your hope and bliſs? I am a ſun and a 
ſnield; all in one; will you have me for your all? 


Gen. xv. 1. If thou art willing to ſell all for the 


I deferens oth 


* 


pearl of great bereue thine heart anſwer, Lord, 
"portion but thee; take the corn, and 

the wine, and the oil whoſoever will, ſo I may have the 
light of ty countenance; I pitch upon thee for my 
uppimeſs,; I glatily venture myſelf on thee, and truſt 
my/elf with thee: I ſet my hopes in thee, I take up my 
reſt with thee: let me hear thee ſay, J am thy God, 
thy ſalvation, and I have enough, all I wiſh for; I 
will make no terms with thee, but for thyſelf * let me 
but have ther ſure, let me be able to make my claim, and 


fee my" title to thyſelf, and for other things I leave them 


to thee; groeme more or 15 any thing or nothing, 1 
will be ſutixſted in my God, Take him thus, and {ee 
heise agg. 5 

Direct. VII. Accept of the Lord Feſus in all his 
offices; with all his W as thine, Upon 
LC IST. | | thele 
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theſe terms Chriſt may be had. | Sinner, thou haſt 


- undone thyſelf, and art plunged into the moſt de- 


plorable miſery, out of which thou art never able 
to climb up; but Jeſus Chriſt is able and ready to 
help thee, and he freely tenders himſelf to thee. 
Be thy ſins ever ſo many, ever ſo great, or of ever 
ſo long continuance, yet thou ſhalt be certainly 
pardon'd and ſav'd, if thou doſt not wretchedly 
neglect the offer that in the name of God is here 


made to thee, The Lord Jeſus calleth to thee, 


look to him and be ſaved. Vea, he is a ſuitor to 


thee, and beſeecheth thee to be reconcil'd. He 
crieth in the ſtreets, he knocketh at thy door, he 


wooeth thee to accept of him and live with him. 
If thou dieſt, tis becauſe thou wouldſt nat come 
to him for life. FVV 

Direct. VIII. Refign up all thy power and facul- 
ties, and thy whole intereſt: to be is. They gape their 


ownſelves unto the Lord, 2. Cor. vüi. 35. Preſent 


7 


your bodies as @ aue ener The Lord ſeeks not 
Vours, but you; rehign therefore, thy body, with 
all its members, to him; and thy ſoul, with all its 


powers, that he may be glorified in thy body, and 


in thy ſpirit, which are his, 1 Cor. vi. 20. In a 
right cloſure with Chriſt, all. thy faculties give up 


> 


to him. Tho judgment ſubſcribes, Lord, thou art 


worthy of all acceptation, chef of ten thouſand-2, \hapr 
Ey is the man that finds thee.; All the things that are 


to be deſtred, are not to be compar'd. with thee, Prov. 


iii. 13. 15. The underſtanding lays aſide its cor- 
rupt reaſonings and N its prejudices 


againſt Chriſt and his ways. Tis now paſt queſ- 


tioning, and carries it for Chriſt againſt all the 
world. It concludes tis good te be. here; and ſees 


ſuch a treaſure in his field, ſuch a: value in his 


earl, as is worth all, Matt. xiii. 44. O here's tlie 


| beſt bargain that ever I made, here, is the richeſt prize” 
that ever man was offer'd, here is the moſt ſovereign 
remedy that ever mercy prepar d: he's worthy of my 


eſteem, worthy of my choice, worthy of my loue, worthy 
to be embrac d, ador'd, admir'd for evermore, Rev. v. 
„„ 1 | 12. 1 
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5 12, I approve of his articles, his terms are righteous 

> 2d fa adde, hilt of equity and mercy, Again, the 

) will refigns: it ſtands, no longer wavering, nor \ 
: wiſhing and woulding, but is peremptorily deter- 4 
r min'd: Lord, thy love hath overcome me, thou hat 9 
won me, and thou ſhalt have me: come in, Lord, to * 
y thee I freely open, I conſent to be ſav'd in thine own 1 
e way. Thou fhalt have any thing, nay, have all, let me 1 
, have but thee, The memory gives up to Chriſt; i 
0 Lord, here is a florehouſe for thee, out with this trafh, it 
e lay in the treaſure, let me be a granary, q repoſitory N 
e o, thy truth, thy promiſes, thy providences. The con- 4 
1. ſcience comes in, Lord, I will ever fide with thee, I. f 
2 will ever be thy faithful regiſter, I wull warn when the. s 
Ph inner is tempted, and mite when thou art of- N 
L ended. I'll witneſs for thee and judge for thee, and 

ir guide into thy ways, and will never let in have: quiet 

it in this foul, The affeRions alſo come in to Chriſt; 

ot 0! faith love, I am. fick for thee. ' O, faith deſire, 

th now I have my longing ; here is the ſati faction 1. 

ts. ſought for, here's" the defire of nations, here is bread. 

id for me, and balm for me, all that I want, Fear 

A bows the krige with awe and veneration, Velcome, 

1p Lord; to thee will I pay homage, thy word and rod 

rt all comm and my motions, thee will I reverence and 

pr adore ; before thee will I fall down and worſhip. - 

pre Grief likewiſe puts in, Lord, thy diſpleaſure, and 

V. thy diſhonour, thy people's calamities, and my on. 

or- iniquities, all be my only cauſe of lamentation. 1 

ces will mourn when thou art offended, I will weeh when 

eſ- thy cauſe is wounded. Anger likewiſe comes in for 

he Chriſt, Lord, nothing ſo enrages me as my folly 

ees againſt thee, that I ſhould be fo beſotted and bewitch'd 

his as to hearken to the flatteries of fin, and temptations 

the of Satan againft ' thee, Hatred too will ſide with 

ze Chriſt; I Proteſt mortal enmity againſt thine enemies, 

ign that I never will be friends with thy foes; I vow an 

my immortal ene with every fin, I will give no quarter, - 

thy Iwill make no peace. Thus let all thy powers give 

v. C 79TOTOTTTOTGS: 5 E 
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Again; thou muſt give up thy whole intereſt to 
bim; if there be any thing that thou keepeſt back 
from Chriſt, *twill be thine undoing, Luke xiv. 33. 
Unleſs thou wilt forſake all, thou canſt not be his 
diſciple. Thou muſt hate father and mother, yea 

and thine own life alſo in compariſon of him, and 
as far as it ſtands in competition with him, Matt. 

X. 37. Luke xiv. 26, 27. In a word, thou muſt 
give him thyſelf, and all that thou haſt, without 
reſervation, or elſe thou canſt have no part in 

Direct. IX. Make choice of the laws of Chriſt as 

the rule of thy words, thoughts, and actions. This is 

the true convert's choice; but here remember theſe 
three rules: 1. You muſt chuſe them all; there's no 
getting to heaven by a partial obedience, Read 

Pſalm cxix. 6. cxxviui, 160. Ezek, xviii. 21. None 

may think it enough to take up with the cheap and 

eaſy part of religion, and let alone the duties that 
are coſtly, and ſelf-denying, and grate upon the in- 
tereſt of the fleſh; you muſt. take all or none. A 
fincere convert, tho' he makes moſt conſcience of 
the greateſt fins and weightieſt duties, yet he makes. 
true conſcience of little ſing, and af all duties, 

Matt. xxiii. 23. 2. For ali times, for roſperity, 

and for adverſity, whether it rain or ſhine. A true 

convert is feſolved in his way, he will ſtand to his 

Choice, and will not ſet his back to the wind, an 


vs 


be of the religion of the times. I have ſtuck to thy - 
teftimonies, T have inclined my heart to perform thy 
PFatutcs always, even to the end. Thy teſtimontes have. 
F taken as an heritage for ever, Plal. cxix. 31. cxi. 
117. { will have reſtef to thy ſtatutes continually. 
Direct. X. Let all this be compleated in a ſolemn co- 
venant between God and thy ſoul, Pſal. cxix. 106. 
Nehem, *. 29. For thy better help therein, take 
theſe few direftions.  _ LR ee fo adds 
Firſt, Set apart ſome time, more than once, to be 
ſpent in ſecret before the Lord. | F 


x. In ſeeking earneſtly his ſpecial aſſiſtance and 
gracious acceptance of thee, e 1 | 


* 
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k 2. In conſidering diſtinRly all the terms of the 
covenant, expreſſed in the form hereafter propoſed. 
Jo 3. In ſearching thy heart, whether thou art ſin- J 
0 cerely willing to forſake all thy fins, and to reſign Þ 
wh up thyſelf, body and foul, unto God and his ſer- } 
—_ vice; to ſerve him in holineſs and righteouſneſs all bi 
1 the days of thy life. , | 
_* Secondly, Compoſe thy ſpirit into the moſt ſerious | 
bs frame poſſible, 15 „ i 
* © Thirdly, lay hold on the covenant of God, and 4 
rely on his promiſe of giving grace and ſtrength, b 
74 whereby thou may'ſt be enabled to perform thy { 
5 o „ / Y 
ie | 3 Fourthly, Reſolve to be faithful; having engaged 1 
4 thy heart, open'd thy möuth, and ſubſcribed with 


br acl noo AY 
1 


thy hand unto the Lord, reſolve, in his ſtrength 
(43-4 d 15 „ N $7 a « 


3Y never to go back. ee E TY LE x! 
oo "9 Laſtly, Bein thus prepared, on ſome convenient { 
- time ſet apart for that parpole, ſet upon the work; 
A and in the moſt ſolemn manner poſſible (as if the j 
op Lord were viſibly preſent before thine eyes) fall f 
Q down on thy knees, and ſpreading forth thine 

- hands towards heaven, open thine heart to the 


w Lord in theſe or the like words: He 
. O Moſt dreadful God! for the paſſion of thy dear 
| | Son, I beſeech thee, accept of thy poor pro- - 


— 


hy . digal, now 3 himſelf at thy door; I have 


hy. file from tee By mold laiguith, Abd FAMA" 
12 ture a ſon of death, and a thouſand-fold, more the 
xi, || <Þild of hell by my wicked practice: but of thine 
7 infint te grace thou haſt promiſed grace to me in 
wo h Chriſt, i | I will but turn to thee with all my heart; 
es. Core e te ol of ty 0h + um now 
3 come in; and throwing down my weapons, ſubmit 
90 myſelf to thy mercy. j ond 
{a And becauſe thou requireſt, as the condition of 
NG. my peace with thee, that I ſhould put away mine 
> | idols, and be at defiance with all. thine enemies, 
* which I acknowledge I have wickedly ſided with 
1 ' againſt thee, I here, from the bottom of my heart, 
| 3 5 #8 DEP ; . I 3 EY Tenou nce 


—ͤ — 
1 


_ _— — A 
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ſtrength. | | 


102 DIRECTIONS FOR CONVERSION. 


renounce them all, firmly. covenanting with thee, 


not to allow myſelf in any known fin, but conſci- 


entiouſly to uſe all the means that I know thou haſt 
ea for the death and utter deſtruction of all 


y corruptions. And whereas I have formerly 


Inordinately and idolatrouſly let out my affections 
upon the world, I do here reſign up my heart to 
thee, that madeſt it; humbly proteſting before thy 
glorious majeſty, that it is the firm reſolution of my 


heart, and that I unfeignedly deſire grace from : 
thee, that when thou ſhalt call me hereunto, I may 
practiſe this my reſolution thro' thy aſſiſtance, to 


Torſake all that is dear to me in this world, rather 
than to turn from thee: to the ways of fin; and, 
that I will watch againſt all its temptations, 


whether of proſperity or adverſity, leſt they ſhould 
withdraw my heart from thee; beſeeching thee 


. alſo to help me againſt all the temptations, of Satan, 


to whoſe wicked ſuggeſtions I reſolve, by thy grace, 
never to yield myſelf a ſervant. - And I renounce 
all confidence in my own righteouſneſs, and ac- 


knowledge, that I am of myſelf. a hopeleſs, 


| 5 : 6 
Helplels, undone E reature, without righ teou ſneſs or 


- ” 7 


And foraſmuch as thou haſt, of thy botto 


8 1 


mleſs 


mercy, offered moſt gracioully to me, £542 any 
ri, - 


ſinner, to be again accepted by God, thro* Chri 


if I will accept of thee; I call heaven and earth 
to record this day; that I do here ſolemnly avouch 


thee for the Lord my God; and with, all poſſible 
veneration, bowing the neck of my ſoul under the 


feet of thy moſt facred majeſty, I. de here take thee, 


- pe - 5 0 


the Lord Jehova 


u, Father, Son, and Holy Choſt, 


oy 


for my portion and chief, good; and fo. give up 
myſelf, body and ſoul, to thy ſervice, promiſing 
and vowing to ſerve thee in holinefs and righteouf- 
neſs all the days of my life, © 
And fince thou haſt appointed the Lord. Jeſus 
Chriſt, the only means of coming untg thee, I do 
Here, upon the, bended knees of my ſoul, accept of 


— 
* 


him as the only, new, and living way by which 
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\ 


ſinners may have acceſs to thee; and do hereby 
ſolemnly join myſelf in marriage-covenant to him. 


O bleſſed Jeſus, I come to thee hungry, and 


Poor, and wretched, and miſerable, and blind, and 


naked; 'a moſt loathſome polluted wretch, a guilty 
and condemned malefactor, unworthy for ever to 


waſh the feet of the ſervants of my Lord, much 
more to be ſolemnly married to the King of glory: 


but ſince ſuch is thine unparallelled love, I do 


here with all my power accept thee, and do take 
thee for my head and huſband, for better for worſe, . - 
for richer for poorer, for all times and conditions, 


to love, honour, and obey: thee before all others, 
and this to. the the death; I embrace thee in all 
thy offices, I renounce my own worthineſs, and do- 


here avow thee to be the Lord my righteouſneſs : 
1 renounce my-own wiſdom, and do here take thee 


for my only guide; I renounce my own will, and 
take thy will for my law. „ 

And fince thou haft told me that I muſt ſuffer, 
if I will; reign, I do here covenant with thee to 
take my lot as it falls with thee; and by thy grace 


| aſſiſting, to run all. hazards with thee, verily ſup- 


poſing that neither life nor death ſhall part between 
thee and me. 5 $0 
And becauſe: thou: haſt been pleaſed to give me 


thy holy laws as the rule of my life, and the way 


in which. I ſhould: walk to thy kingdom, I do 
here willingly. put my neck in thy yoke, and ſet 


my ſhoulder to thy burden; and e 2p all 


thy laws, as holy, juft, and good, I ſolemnly take 
them as the rule of my thoughts, words, and actions 


promiſing, that tho” my fleſh contradict and rebel, 


yet I will endeavour: to order and govern my 
Whole life according to thy direction, and will 
not allow myſelf in the neglect of any thing that I 
know to be my duty. ' 5 

Only becauſe (chro' the frailty of =y fleſh) Fam 
ſubject to ſo many: failings, I am bold humbly to 
Proteſt, that: unallowed: miſcarriages, contrary 5 
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the ſettled bent and reſolution of my heart, 
ſhall not make void this covenant; for ſo thou 
haſt ſaid. . | | Jo 
Now, Almighty God, Searcher of hearts, thou 
knoweſt that I make this covenant with thee this 
day without any known guile or reſervation; be- 
ſeeching thee, that if thou ſpieſt any flaw or falſe- 
hood therein, thou wouldſt diſcover it to me, and 
help me to do it aright, 3 | g 
And now, glory be to thee, O God the Father, 
whom 1 ſhall be bold from this day forward, to 


look upon as my God and Father, that ever thou 
ſhouldit find out ſuch a way for the recovery of 
undone ſinners. Glory be to thee, O God the Son, 
who haſt loved me, and waſhed me from my fins 
in thine own blood, and art now become my Sa- 
viour and Redeemer. Glory be to thee, O God 
the Holy Ghoſt, who, by the finger of thine Al- 
mighty power, haſt turned about my heart from fin 
, e e ee SLES 

O dreadful 7ehovak ! the Lord God omnipotent, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt! thou 'art now be- 
come my covenant-friend, and I, through thy in- 
finite grace, am become thy covenant-ſervant, 
Amen. So be it: and the covenant which I have 
made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 


This covenant I adviſe you to make, not only in heart, 
but in word = not only in word, but in writing ; and 
that you would with all poſſible reverence ſpread the 
writing before the Lord, as if you. would preſent it to 
him. as your act and deed : and when you have done 
this, ſet your hand to it, keep it at a memorial of the 
ſolemn tranſactions that have paſſed between Cod and 
vou, that you may have recourſe to it in doubts and 
temptations. 3553 FAS e 


Direct. XI. Take heed of delaying thy converſon, 
and ſet upon a ſpeedy and preſent turning, Remem- 
ber, and tremble, at the {ad inſtance of the fooliſh 
8 | | 8 n 


duh es on. A. FE. 5. 
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virgins, that came not, till the door of mercy was 


fhut, Matt, xxv. and of Felix, who put off Paul to 
another ſeaſon; and we never find that he had ſuch 
another ſeaſon. O come in while it is called to- 
day, leſt: thou ſhouldſt be hardened thro” the 


deceitfulneſs of fin; leſt thy day of grace ſhould | 


be over, and the things that belong to thy peace 
ſhould be hid from thine eyes; Now mercy is woo- 


ing of thee ; now Chriſt is waiting to be gracious, 


and the Spirit of God is ſtriving with thee: now 

Conſcience is ſtirring: now. Chriſt is to be had for 

the taking. O ſtrike in with the offers of grace: O 
now or never! If thou make light ef this offer, 
God may ſwear in his wrath thou ſhalt not taſte of 
his Supper. 5 


Direct, XII. Attend conſeientioufly upon the word, 


as the means appointed for thy converſion, 1 Cor. iv. 


15. Attend not cuſtomarily, but conſcientiouſly; 
with this deſire, defign, hope, and expeQation, that 


thou mayeſt be converted by it. To every fermow 
thou heareſt, come with this thought: G I hope 
God will now come in I hope this day may be the time, 


W may be the man by aghom God will bring me homes 


hen thou art coming to the ordinances, lift up 
thy heart thus to God; Lord, les this be the Jabbath, 
tet this be the ſeaſon wlerein I may receive renewing 


grace: O let it be faig, that to-day ſuch a one was 


born unto thee. 


Direct. XIII. Strike in with. the Spirit when he 


begins to, work, upon thy fart. When he works 


convictions, O do, not flifle them, but join in with 
him, and beg the Lord te carry on conviction to 


canverſion... Quench nat the Spirit: do not outſtrive 


him, do not reſiſt him. Beware of putting out 


convictions with evil company or worldly: buſi- 
neſs. When thou findeſt any trouble for ſin, and 


fear about thy eternal ſtate, beg of God that they 


may never leave thee till they have wrought off 
thy heart thoroughly from fin, and wrought it 
over to Jeſus Chriſt. Say to him, Strike home, 
Tord, leave not the work in tlie midſt, If thou ſeeſt 


that 
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that I am not wounded enough, that J am not troubled 
enough, wound me yet deeper, Lord: Ws to the 


| bottom of my corruption, and tet out the life-blood of 


of the Spirit, and hoiſt thy ſails 'to his gales. 
Direct. XIV. Set upon the conſtant and diligent 
uſe of ſerious and fervent prayer. This is one of 
the firſt things converſion appears in; it ſets men 
on praying. Therefore ſet to this duty: let never 
a day paſs over thee, wherein thou haſt not, morn- 
ing and evening, ſet apart ſome time for ſet and 
ſolemn” prayer in ſecret.” Call thy family alſo to- 


my fins, Thus yield up thyſelf to the workings 


gether daily bo; iy God with thee. Woe be 
_ unto thee, if thine be found among the families that 


call not on God's name, Jer. x. 25. But cold and 


; 


| lifeleſs. devotions will not reach half way to hea- 


ven. Be fervent and importunate; importunity 
will»carry it, but without violence the kingdom 


of heaven will not be taken. Thou muſt ftrive to 


enter, and wreſtle with tears e 8, 28 
Jacob, if thou meaneſt to carry the bleſſing. Thou 
art undone for evèr withcut grace, and there- 


fore thou muſt ſet 10 it, and reſolve to take no 


Direct. XV. 'For/ake evil company, and forbear the 


z 


occaſion of fun, Thou wilt never be turn'd from 


fin, till thou declineſt the temptations to fin. 


— 


thou flee the occaſions. If thou wilt be playing on the 


brink, and tampering with the ſnare, thy ſoul will 
ſurely be taken. Where God doth expoſe men 


in his providence to temptation, and the occaſions 
are ſuch as we cannot remove, we _— 
ſpecial aſſiſtance; but when we tempt God by 
running into danger, he will not engage to ſup- 
port us, And of all temptations, one of the moſt 
fatal and pernicious is evil company: O what 


hopeful beginnings have theſe often ſtifled! O the 


ſouls, the eſtates, the families, the' towns that theſe 
have ruined! how many poor ſinners have been 


| 87 enlightened 


1 ͤ never expect thy converſion from fin, unleſs 
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enlightened and convinced, and been juſt ready to 


give the devil the lip, and have even eſcaped the 
{nare, and yet has company have pulled them 
back at laſt, and made them ſeven-fold more the 


children of hell? I have no hopes of thee, except 


thou wilt ſhake off thy evil company. Chriſt ſpeaketh 
to thee as to them in another caſe; f thou ſeek me, then 
let theſe go their way. Thy life lies upon it: forſake 
theſe, or elſe thou canſt not live. Wilt thou be 


worſe than the beaſt, to run on when thou ſeeſt 
the Lord with a drawn fword in the way? Numb. 


xxii. 33, Let this ſentence be written upon thy con- 
ſcience, A COMPANION OF FOOLS SHALL 
BE DESTROY'D, - The Lord hath ſpoken it, and 
who ſhall reverſe it? And wilt thou run upon 


deſtruction, when God himſelf hath forewarned 


thee? If God doth ever change thy heart, *twill 
appear in the change of thy company. O fear and 


flee the gulph, by which ſo many thouſand ſouls 


have been {ſwallowed up in perdition, Twill be 
hard indeed to make thy eſcape; thy companions 


will be mocking thee, and will ſtudy to fill thee 


with prejudices againſt ſtrictneſs, as ridiculous and 


: _ comfortleſs, They will be flattering thee, and 


alluring thee, but remember the warnings of the 
Holy Ghoſt: My fon, if finners entice thee, conſent 
thou not : if they ſay; come with us, caſt in thy lot 
among us; walk not thou in the way with them, re- 


Frain thy foot from their path, avoid it, paſs by it, 


turn from it, and paſs away: for the way of the 
wicked is as darkneſs, they know not at what they 


Rumble: they lay wait for their own blood ; they lurk 
Prrivily for their own lives. EE | 


Direct. XVI. Laſtly, Set apart a day to humble 
thy foul in ſecret by faſting and prayer, to work a ſenſe 


of thy fins and miſeries upon thy heart, Make a 
5 e Ae of thy fins, and with ſhame and 


ſorrow ſpread them before the Lord; and if thy 
heart be truly willing to the terms, join thyſelf 
ſolemnly to the Lord in the covenant before- 
mentioned, and the Lord grant thee mercy in his 
fight! 1 e 
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